: 


IV. The Nature of his Call to Chriſtianity and to the work of the | 


. F, To Honour all Yen. 3. To Fear God. 
. 2. ToLove the Buwtherhood. | 4. To Honour the Ring. 


"Lonain, Printed for the Author, and are to be Sold by Tho. Fabiau| 
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A POL OAWY 


BAPTIZED BELIEVERS. 


CONTAINING 
I. His humbleRefolution to be a conitant,Conformilt to the | 


Scriptures, and eſpecially in theſe four great Duties, viz. 


According to 1 Peter 2. 17. 


bid His unfeigned endeavour for Unity in the Truth with the 
Church of England, wherein 1s ſhewed what neg | a diſtin- | 
&tion in Communion between the Parochial Alb 
of the Baptized Believers : Wherein fourteen Ari 
publiſhed by Mr. V. T. M. A. in defence of Infant-BY 

. conſidered, and aniwered. _ 

[LI. His Plea for Church-Aſlemblies to be permittedto the Bapti- 
zed Believers. | 


To which purpoſe is declared, 


Miniſtry. 
GCCASION ERS 


By the great and long continued Sufferings of the Baptized Be. 4 
lievers in this Nation. - & 


By TI Homas GRANTHA M, a Servant of Chrilt. - | 


Job 21. 4. 4s for me, i« my complains to Mak. 2 PF) if it were re ſo, why ſhewid| © 
not my Spirit be troubled 2 # 

Cauſabon's Birthof Hereſy, c. 3. p.11. 7 44 .4 ves Men have n2ver been contented 
with the true Adoration inflityted by God: Bunimſtetd of external S1gns mjfti- 
tuted by God, --- rhey have forged and brought in their op Inventions. | 
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(2. AN 


APOLOGY: 


FOR IHE * | 


BAPTIZED BELIEVERS. 


BE 1 N G A LJ 
An Earneſt Perſuaſive to them and all Chriſtians, 
ro ſtudy to be (Quiet, and do their own Bulinels, 
in theſe important Particulars, 


2s Honour all *Hen. 

II. To Love the Brotberhood. 
V1TZ Im. To Fear God. 

IV. To Honour the King. 


- Delivered in two Sermons upon 1 Pet. 2.17. 


* By THomas GRANTHA m, a Servant of Chrilt. 


——— end add TP e991 Os WE PR 27 ma th... Ed, he be 


Ay Son, fear rhou the Lord, and the King : and meddle not with them 
that are given to change. Prov: 24-34; 

But whether it be right in the ſight of God, to hearken unto you 
more than unto God, judg ye ? ACtS 4. 19. 


 m— 


+ London, Printed for the Author, and are to be Sold by Tho, Fabian 
at the Bible 1n St. Paul's CIO 1674. 
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To all the Baptized Believers in Eng- 
land, &c. Graceand Peacethrough 
Chriſt our Lord bemultiplied. 


SAREREDR HE ret Apoſtle St.Paul, having taught. 
3s 9 the Chriſtian Churches in Creet their Du- 
WI ties towards God, and. towards Cxlar ; 
= and leaving Titus (a Meſſenger of the 
me (hurches) behind him there, very ſtriftly 
warns him to put them in mind of their Subjeftion to Prin- 
cipalities, and Powers, and to obey 'Magiftrates. 
Knowmg how impoſſible it would be to propagate the Pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity, if Chriſtians did not adoyn their 
Profeſſion with a meek and harmleſs Converſation towards 
all Men, . and eſpecially by their Obedience to thoſe in 4u- 

thority. | 
And conſidering the manifold Temptations that attend 
Chriſtians in theſe days npon that account, I thought it my 
Duty, as one that has obtained Mercy to be faithful, 
to do my beſt in giving warnmg to my Brethren, leſt any of 
them ſhould be enſnared with ill Principles, or ſpecions Pre- 
tences, to ſpeakor do any thing that may be inconſiſtent 
with Goſpel-Rules, either in things relating more immedi- 
ately to Almighty God, or to the King's ajeſty, and 
thoſe that are in Authority under him. OP 
MHCHP 


” $ EST. 


Such heady Perſons there were in the Apoſtle's Days, 
and therefore the leſs ſtrange if now ſome ſuch be found in 
the beſt of Churches, as are not afraid to ſpeak Evil of 
Dignities: All Ages and ſorts of Chriſtians have been trou- 
bled with ſuch Evil-Workers. - And as it hath beenthe care 
of faithful en all along to proteſt againſt them; that the 
* Truth (which ſuch Wretches only prophane by their Profeſ- 
fion of it) might not be worſe thought of becauſe of them ; 
So let it be our care to bear a faithful Teſtimony againit all 
ſuch in theſe Days. © | | 
And T beſeech you Brethren, whom God bath made as 
Gruides to the reft, that you give all diligence to teach and 
mſtruft thoſe under your ( harge, m the Duties which per- 
tain to every ſtate of Life ; as well as in things which per- 
tain to the Wor ſhip of our Gracious God : For thele are 
the things which become ſound Doctrine, and of 
theſe our Obedience to Magiſtrates is not the leaſt. Tcom- 
mit the enſuing Diſcourſes to the, ( onfideration of all (hri- 
ſtians, and to the Bleſſmg of God, and remain, 


Your Brother, 
and Servant in the Goſpel, 


THo. GRANTHAM. 


The 
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| APOLOGY 


BAPTIZED BELIEVERS. 


SEEING aL$S0 


An Earneſt Perſuaſive to them all, to ſtudy to be 
1 Quiet, and to do their own Buſineſs, in theſe 
, important Particulars, 


4 1. To Honony all Men. 
Il. To Love the Br otherhood. 
VIZ, III. To Fear God. 
IV. To Honouf the King. 


h Delivered in ſeveral Diſcourſes upom'1 Per. 2.17. 


Honour all Men, Love the Brotherhood, Fear God, \ 
Honour the King. | 


His great Apoſtle, St. Peter, having preached Chriſt in 
l many Countries, thought 1t meet to leave ſome Monu- 
ments of his holy Doctrine with all the Churches. And 

having in two ſacred Epiſtles aſſured them of the cer- 

. tainty of the Doctrine which he had preached, and that it was no 
Fable or new Device, but the very Truth which from the Begin- 
ning God made known to his Tn: He then exhorts __ by 
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Stedfaſtneſs, and to, hope to the end for the grace or fulneſs of 
Glory, which ſhall be brought: to all true Chriſtians at the revela- 
tion or ſecond coming of Chriſt. 

He warns them to beware of Sin, chiefly that root of Ma- 
lice, Envy and Hypocriſy, (for theſe are uſually complicated in 
one) : for as it gave being to all our Miſery,and has been all along 
the rttine of Nations, Churches, and Communities; ſo we are 
advertiſed that it will abound towards the cnd of the World. 

To avoid this damning Iniquity, we are willed to conſider onr 


' new Birth, and as new-born Babes to evidence our delight to be 


in the ſincere Milk of the Word of God, not in the Vanities of 
this World, where we are but Pilgrims and: Strangers ; aſluying 
us, thatas Chriſt is the ſure Foundation to ſupport his Church : 
So, (however ſome Builders do ſet him at naught) he is the Head 
of the Corner, and will certatnly-in time confound the Diſobedi- 
ctit, i Pet; 4. T5 8. 

Howbeit,. leſt Chriſtians ſhould be too impatienc of the ſeem- 
ing delay of Chriſt's Exaltation, and of the manifold Tribulations 
which in the mean time they mult ſuffer 3 he further warns them 
ro be of an obedient and ſibmiſlive Spirit to ſuch as are in Autho- 


rity, and to adorn their Profeſſion, by an honeſt Converſation, as. 


the beſt way to ſilence their Oppoſers; For ſo is the Will of God, 
t/at with well-doiag ye may put to ſilence the ignorance of fooliſh Men, 
1 Pet. 2. 15. For tho it be very true that. all Chriſtians are the 
Lord's Freemen, 1 Cor.7, 22. yet they may not maliciouſly de- 
ſpiſe any Man, nor diſhonour any Man, much leſs any that are in 
Authority : Chriſtianity being indeed the greateſt Obligation 
that any Man can be under, to preſerve ard chearfully to give to 
all their Dues, in reſpect of Love, Honour, Fear, Tribute, Cu- 


ſtorm, &c. God ts to have the things which are. God's, Princes. 


the things which are theirs, andall Men (as well thoſe that are not 
Chriſtians as thoſe that are) muſt have that Love and Honour 
which is their Due even-from the Servants-of Chrilt. 


Thus then we approach the Text ; which calls upon us to 
Honour all Men, Love the Brotherhood, to Fear Gecd, ard to Honour 
the King. In which Directions is brietly contained the whole duty 
of a Chriſtian Man. As, | | 


1, His 
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1. His Duty in general to Mankind, Honour all Men. 

2. His particular Duty to the Church of God, Love the Bro> 
therhood. | : 

3. His ſpecial Duty to Almighty God, Fear God. 

4- His Obedience to the Higher Powers, Honour the King. 


In opening theſe Words, we ſhall conſider the genuine import 


-of them. 


i. Honour all Men, (1.) The Word Honour here, according to 
the Greek, may be underitood thus, Efteem all Men highly, value all 
Men at an high Price, or count them precious : And hence, Tremelius 
reads the place Omnem Hominem in Honore habite, have all Men in 


high Eſteem or Honour. And in this Direction -is implied that 


lowly and gracious Spirit, that friendly and amicable Temper - 
which all Chriſtians ſhould have and evidence towards Mankind : 


for he that is not of a lowly Spirit, cannot Honourall Men. (2.) By 


All Men,we muſt not here admitof the exception of any Man as ſuch; 
but foraſmuch as they are all the Off-ſpring'of God,it4s:the Wall of 
God that a due eſteem be given to them. all, as the moſt noble part 
of his Creation under the Sun ; —— And but a little lower than the 
Angels, Pal. 8. | 

2. Love the Brotherhood. By Love here we may ſafely under- 
ſtand, .&'more ſpecial kind of Love than-that which we owe :to all 
Men.,which is well expreſled, in the 2 Epift. of Fobn, Whom 14love in 
the Truth, for the Truths ſake which awellethin uz. Hence ſome of our 
Tranſlators render the Words thns, Love Brotherly Fellowſhip. 
And theRhemiſts tells us, that This Speech often commendeth the Unt- + 
ty of all Chriſtians among themſelves. 

3. Fear God, The Original imports an awful dread, or ſuch a 
Fear as.cauſeth 'Trembling ; and ?tis the'ſame 'Word uſed, Mar. 
10.28. where it is evident ſuch a Fear is-intended : But.rather fear 
him which:15. able to deſtroy both Soul. and Body in'Hell, By the Fear 
of God therefore in this place, we muſt underſtand the dutiful Ob- 
ſervance of his revealed Will (for ſo the Fear of God is ſometimes 
taken) as ever weexpect:to ſee his Face with Comfort : and here 


the Fear of Man is excluded, becauſe it brings a .5nare, Prov. 29. 


25. and is a fatal prevention to the Service of God. 
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4. Honour the King. (1.) The Word T1w47: does not barely 
ſignify Honour, or Eſteem, in this place ; but a magnificent or 
ſplendid kind of Honour : for ſo hath the Lord ordained for his 
Vicegerents, giving them the Title of Gods in P/al. 82. 6. 
(2.) It is carefully to be conſidered what King is immediately 
meant in our Text : he could be no King of 1ſrae!, for the Kings of 
Iſrael had failed long before this Epiſtle was written ; and tho 
Chriſt was born King of the Fews, yet he did not enter upon his 
Regality with reſpect to the Government of that, nor any other 
Nation : but plainly tells us, Hz Kingdom 1s not of this World. 
Nor did the Apoſtle ſpeak of any Chriſtian King, for as yet None 
of the Princes of this World kaew Chriſt, 1 Cor. 2..8, The King there- 
fore here immediately intended was an Heathen King, the King of 
the'Komans, who at that time (as Hiſtorians relate) was both of 
 'very wicked Life, and Idolatrous in his Religion, calling himſelf 
_ Pontifex Maximu:, as being chief about the Worſhip of Fupiter. 
And yet,S.Peter will have him honoured even by thoſe who- had put 
themſelves under the Yoak of Chriſt, their Heavenly King. And 
- St. Paulexpreſly requires the ſame, Rom. 13.1. Wherefore from 
the Text thus explained, we ſhould learn theſe four things, 


|. That Chriſtians muſt by no means be ef* an baughty, feornful, nor 
wrathful Spirit towards any Man, but of an humble and gentle 
Behaviour, to pay the Debt of Honour to all, and to eſteem then 
DYECIONS, 


11, Brotherly Fellowſhip, Love and Concordiare to be fourht for, and 
maintained by all Chriſtians, one with another, as ſuch. 


TW.. Chriſtians muſt: have an awful Fear of God before their Eyes, 
_ that.in Matters of Religion they may ſerve. him only, .and.not 
provoke him by ſinful Courſes, nor bythe. Fear of Man, © 


iV. Chriſtians are bonnd by Goſpel-Rules to be good Subjedts to Prin- 
ces, ro honour their Perſons, and conſcienciouſly to obey.. their 
Aubority.. 


| Theſe. 
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Theſe Propoſitions do harmonize with the Doftrine which is 
according to Godlineſs. 


For the Firſt ; That Chriſtians muſt by no means ( as they ten- 
der their claim to the venerable Title of Chriſtian, and to any 
part in the Kingdom of Chriſt ) be of an haughty, ſcornful or 
wrathful Spirit againſt any Man, is a Doctrine needful to be pro- 
claimed by an heavenly. Herald, by the Voice of an Archangel, 
even to that part of the World called Chriftendom : For who can 
ſufficiently bewall the almott utter Abſence of this gracious Spirit, 
which abounded in the Author and firſt Profeſſors of Chriſtianity 
and the undentable Appearance of a Epirit of a quite contrary na- 


_ tureat this day, in all parts of the World where Chrilt is named * 


From whence come Wars and Fightings ? Come-they not hence,. 
even from Pride ? as it is written, Prov. 13. 10. Only by Pride 
cometh Contention, What greater Injuries, Indignittes, and Dil- 
honours can be offered by Mortals one towards another, than are 
amongſt the ſeveral. Orders profelling Chrittianity ? yea, very 
often by Men of the ſame Order, one towards another ? So very 
far are the generality of. Chriſtians from obzying the Voice of our: 
Text. And look how far they are gone from the Spirit of Hu- 
mility and Tenderneſs, which leads all that have it to eſteem Man- 
kind very precious ; ſo far they have loſt the Chriſtian Religion, 
as will appear in proving the firſt Propoſition. To which purpoſe, 
1. We ſhall: give precendency. to our Lord Chriſt, who per- 
cciving an hanghty Spirit peeping forth in his choſen Diſciples, 
even then whulit the very Mirror of Meekneſs and Humility was 
before their Eyes,does {olemnly denounce unto them, ( and in them 
to all Chriſtians ) that except they were converted, and became as little 
Children, they ſhould. by no means enter into the Kingdom of: Heaven. 
Luke 18.15. And therewithal gives notice of a Wo impending 
or coming upon the World, from that Spirit of Pride and Ambi- 
tion, in this ſo early an appearance of it, which yet notwithſtand- 
ing ſeems to have over-run the Church in all Ages, . to the Scandal 
of Religion. But would ſo fmall a Fault in the choſen Diſciples; 
Cas it may ſeem, in reſpect of that which is now. every where to 
be found ) ſhut Heaven againſt them, unleſs thoſe converted Souls : 
victe.convyerted in that Caſe ? Let us tremble.to think of this. 


Its" 
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It's clear from this Inſtance, that ſuch as are of an haughty 
Mind, cannot honour all Men. They are Bladders putfed up with 
'this Wind ; break this Bladder, there 1s meer Emptineſs. Their 
Goodneſs vaniſhes, when they cannot lift themſelves above others. 
Whereas the truly gracious Soul ſtudies how ta ſerve God, and all 
Men for hisſake ; and thasto honour them, ts the greateſt Reſpect 
that any Chriſtian can give to Men. Thns did our Lord himſelf 
honour all : He took, -rpon him 'the form of a Servant. Phil. 2. 7. 
And indeed ms great Deſign in his Life and DoCftrine, was to re- 
ſtore Mankind to a State of Grace, and Reconciliation with God, 
and thereby to/ Amity and Concord one with another. 

2. Next to 664 Saviour, let us hear his beloved Diſciple ohs. 
He often ſpeaks to the whole Church under the Title of Little 
Children ; and the Metaphor 1s very fit for Chriittans, as in other 
reſpects, ſo chieſly in this, to put them in mind, they muſt in no 
wile be of a lofty and wrathful Spirit. He tells us, the Love of 
God is not in thoſe Men, who have the Pride of Life in them, 
1 Fobr 2. 15,-16. They cannot honour, eſteem, or count all Men 
precious, till that Image of Chriſt, which ſtandeth in Humility, 
be formed in them. | 
' 3. The Apoſtle-Parl, 1 Cor. 10. 32, 33. doesnot only teach the 
Brotherhood, that they muſt: ſhew all AMeekpefs to all Men, and give 
220 Offence to Few nor Gentile , but puts himſelf (as becomes all 
true Miniſters of Chriſt ) for a Patern'to the Flock. Tho ( faith 
he) I be free from all Men, yet I have made my ſelf Servant unto all, 
that I might gain the more. 1 am made all Things to all Men, that 
I might by all means ſave ſome. 1 Cor. 9. 19,20,21,22,23. How 
precious did he count the Jewiſh Nation ! ( tho they generally ha- 
ted him ) he could be content to be undone himſelf, rather than 
they ſhould be loſt. Rem. 10.1. And no lefs concern'd for the 
poor Gentles, that they alſo might be happy. Rem. 15.16. And 
hitherto'did tend the Scope of all his Labours, to warn, teach, and 
to preſent every Man perfett in Chriſt Jeſus. Col. 1. 28. 

4. And foraſmauch as the Tongue 1s the ordinary Witneſs of 
the Spirit of Pride, and that whereby all Men are incident to diſ-- 
honour 'one another, he {triitly obligeth all Chriſtians to ler their 
Speech be always with Grace, ſeafoned with Salt, that they'may admini- 
fter Grace to them thathear them. Col. 4.'6. And hethat will obey 
- our Text, to honour all Men, muſt remember that he ſpeak. evil of 
20 Man, (an Impiety which God knows even reigns amongſt 

| Chriſtians.) 
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Chriſtians. ) The Tongne is an anruly Member, a World of Iniquity. 
And hence the Apoſtle Fames is very bold, telling us, our Religion 


is vain, if we bridle not that Member. Fam. 3. 9, 10, 11, 12, 13. 


How can that Tongue be fit to bleſs God, to profeſs the Chriſtian 


Religion, which tsexerciſed in curſing, ſpeaking evil, or wiſhing 


Hl to any Man ? Brethren, theſe Things ought not to be. Doth a 
Fountain give ſweet Water and bitter at the ſame place? This is not © 
to be fonnd i-Nature, nor to be expected in Grace. Chriſtians 
muſt be known to all Men by their Fruits of Righteouſneſs, Meck- 
nefs, Goodneſs, and Faith ; otherwiſe Men ſhall never be moyed 
to glorify God in their behalf. ; 

5- That Chriſtian who will honour all Men, muſt love all Men ; 
without this, he cannot efteem them, nor count them precious. 
Whom: we love not, we have no delight to honour. It is ih a 
manner peculiar to the Chriſtian Do&rine, that Men ſhould love 
their Enemies, pray for them that perſecute'them and deſpitefully 
ale them. Letus therefore pay this Debt, to honour all Ven 1a 
Eove. He that will do this, muſt bear Mankind upon hiz Heart 
in Praycr and Supplication. 1 Tim. 2.1. This is a Lgllon for 
Chriſtians, as ſuch, they muſt love their Neighbours as themſelves, 


- and all Men are their Neighbours. The Royal Lay obliges them - 


toit ; Jam. 2.8. If ye full the Royal Law according to the Scriptures, 
Thou ſhalt lave thy Neighbour as thy ſelf, ye do well; but if ye have 
reſpeZt to Perſons, ( that 1s, love one, and hate another ) ye commer 
Sin, and are convinced of the Law as Tranſgreſſors. Were Chriſtians 
filled more with this Fruit of the Spirit, we ſhould fee an end of 
theſe Animolities, opprobrious and abuſive Epithers, or Brands 
of Reproach and Infamy, which are daily caſt upon Men, and 
too frequently found among Chriſtian Men. Ir is to be lamented, . 


_ that Men who are precious in the eſteem of God, ſhould not be 
 elteemed ſo by one another. 


But honour all Men, ſays our Text ; and the Arguments to en- 
force the Duty arcmany, of which,ſome we will urgein this place, 


and the firſt ſhall be this : 


Firſt; jThey are Men as well as our ſelves, our Equals by Cre- 
ation, the Workmanſhip of the Hands of the ſame God ; /and 
therefore are we bound to honour all Men, as Men z nor can we 


flight, deſpiſe, or dihonour them, but we diſhonour our ſelves : 
+ For. 
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For they are Fleſh of our Fleſh, and God hath mae of one Blood all | 


Natiois of Men, to dwell upon the Face of the Earth; and heis the 


God of the Spirits of all Fleſh, And thus we have all one Father; 


as one God hath created us, we are all hiz Off-ſpring - not as ſome 
prophanely have ſaid, that Man is no more God's Off-ſpring thati 
an Hog ; for he did not conſult the Creation of any thing, as he 
did the Creation of Man, Ger. 2. Nor did he'breath into the No- 
ſtrils of Hogs, the ſame Spirit of Life and Wiſdom which he 
breathed into Man. David admires the Goodneſs of God in the 
dignified State of Man, P/al. 8. 4,5. And. let us beware of 
baſe thoughts concerning Man, leſt we value him no more than 
the Beaſts 'of the Field, and ſo diſhonour him, whom God 
created in great Honour, and to this day ( notwithſtanding his 
Fall ) hath ſet him over the Works of his Hands. All Men are 
-our Brethren, let us honour them as ſuch ; for what Brotherhood 
ſoever we attain, yet our humane Fraternity is antecedent, and 
not made void by any Poſt-Fraternity, which is good, but rather 
more indeared. , This was ſeen in St.Paxtl, the nearer his Relation 
was to God upon the account of Chriſtianity, the more was his 
Love, and the greater his Sorrow for his Brethren according to 
the Fleſh, Rom.9.2. Let not Chriſtians think, that their Relation, 
nor Obligation of Nature to Mankind, 1s deſtroyed or made leſs, 
by their being Chriſtians; ſuch a vain Conceit will alienate 
us from our own Fleſh, and make us quite pervert the Text,which 
"putts us in mind that our Religion does ſtrongly engage us to ho- 
nour them all. It was a Vertue in the Ph:loſopher, who would not 
be accounted of this or that Nation, Tribe, or City, but entitled 
himſelf a Cit:zen of the whole World; meaning, he had an equal 
reſpect for Mankind ; and if his Relation might be an Honour, he 
would be related to them all, that he might honour them all. 


Secondly ;, Chriſtians muſt honour all Men, becauſe God himſelf 
hath honoured them all, fetting his Love upon them, and mani- 
feſting it to them, 'and that divers ways : » As, 

1- In the common Acts of his Providence, of which we have an 
cxcellent Accountin the 107th Pſalm, to which I refer you. It is 
he that giveth them fruitful Seaſons, filling their Hearts with Joy 
and Gladneſs ; he gives them Life and Breath, and all things. 
Hence they ( even all Nations )) are called his People, and the 


Sheep of his Paſture, Pſal. 100. 1, 2. and upon this very ground 


are 


xl 


Q 


ph TIDE oe 2 DS 


AE" ON; 


The Loyal Baptiſt. g 
are required to pay their Debt of Thankfulneſs unto him. + . 
2. God has greatly honoured Mankind 'in the gracious A& of 


Redemption ; I ſay, in this he has greatly eſteemed all Men, and 


counted them very precions, T hat God hath done this for all Men, 
nothing can be more plain,than theſe Teſtimonies : There is one 
God, and one Mediator between God and Man, who gave himſelf a 
Ranſom for all. 1 Tim. 2.6. We ſee Jeſus made a little lower than 
the Angels, for the ſuffering of Death. That he by the Grace of 
God ſhould tafte Death for every Man. Heb. 2.9. For all have fin- 
ned, and come ſhort of the Glory of Ged, being juſtified freely by his 


' Grace, through the Redemption which 15 in Chrift Jeſus, Rom. 3.2 3524. 


He is a Propitiation for onr Sins, and not for ours only, but alſo for the 
Sins of the whole World. Sarcly he that againlt the Light of theſe 
plain Teſtimonies, can or will think that God negle&ed the great- 
eſt part, or any part of Mankind, in the moſt important Bulineſs 
of Redemption, mult needs have a very low eſteem and diſho- 
nourable thoughts of that part of Mankind, cannot value them 
much above the fallen Angels cr Devils, for whom no Ranſom 


' was given ;, and conſequently they cannot hoxour all Men. The 


Devils are but Sinners, ſhut up to the Judgmerit of Eternal Fire, 
without means of Recovery; and theſe Men,that narrowup the Re- 
demption of Man to the Elect only, ſhut up the remainder of Men 
in that Condemnation which 1s inevitable. And what Honour can 
belong to ſuch ? How ſhould we count them precious, if indeed 
God hated them from all Eternity ? It is not ſaying, That we 
know them not by Name, and therefore ought to honour all Men, that 
will ſalve the Buſineſs : For the truth 1s, if we heartily honour 
all Men, we mult be fzre that God would have us do 1o; and of 
this we cannot be ſure, if we think God made them only to damn 
them : For if the Eſteem or Honour which we give to all Men, 
proceed not from ſincere Love to them, and Deſire of their Hap- 


' pineſs, it is but Hypocriſy, no true Honour z for the Honour - 


which we owe tq all Men, is not founded upon any thing wherein 
they are dignified above us, but upon thoſe Bleffings or Favours 
from God, which are common to us all, and wherein he has made 
no difference between one and another. And thereforeif we truly 
eſteem, love, and wiſh all Men well inthe Caſe of their Salvation, 
me mult believe that God does ſo too, or elſe we cannot do it hear- 
tily. Auguſtine's Speech here 15 worthy of Remembrance, O 
vehement Love ! that God for Man's cauſe can wouchſafe to become: 
= 
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Man! Who can hate Man, whoſe Nature and Likeneſs he behold; i: 
the Humanity of God ? Surely, if God. has not loved all Men in 
Chriſt, we have no cauſe to count thera precious, becauſe we ſee 
them not favoured in the Humanity of God. 

3- That our God counts all Men precious, may be ſeen in the 
Order given, that the Word of Peace or Reconelliation- may be 
preached to all Mer, or, to every Creature z: tobe made kyown to 
all Nations for the Obedience of Faith. Mat. 28. 19. Rom. 16. 26. 
Surely this Meſſage, with the Meſſenger and Meſſengers that 
brought it to al! Men, does ſtupendouſly evidence, how precious 
God accounts all Men. He may juſtly demand, What could have 
been done to evidence my Love to Man, and the precious Eſteem 
[ have or him, which I have not done. Has he not ſent his Apo- 
{tles, whoſe Words have gone to the uttermoſt parts of the Earth ? 
Rom. 19. Yea, he hath ſent his Son, whom he hath made Heir of 
all Things ; yea, he hath ſent thus to thoſe that would not accept - 
theſe Tokens of Love, Eitimatton, or Honour. Fehr 1. 11. Mat. 
21.38. Surely it is an Att of Honour towards the Party viited,. 
when the King comes to vilit the Beggar, yea, the Traytor. 
Whence is this to me, Faid Elizabeth, that the Mother of my Lord 
Fhould come tome? And whence 4s this to Man, or what Honour 
hath God conferred upon Man, that our Lord himſelf ſhould come 
to Man, to redeem him by the Death of the Croſs, and to make 
all Men ſee what is the Fellowſhip of this myſterious Piece of 
Godlineſs, ( which i God manifeſt in the Fleſh, &c.) by the Light of 
the Goſpel ? 


Thirdly ; Chriſtians muſt honour all Men, becauſe this is one iffettu- 
al way to recommend the Way of Chriſtianity, or the Truth which we 
profeſs, to the acceptance of all Men, And hitherto may be refer- 
red theſe and the like Rules; Walk in Wiſdom towards them that 
are without. If you ſalute your Brethren only, woat do you more than 
athers.? The Servant of the Lord muſt aot ſtrive, but be gentle towards 
all Men. Render to no Man Evil for Evil, but ouercome Evil with 
Good, Shewing all 7eekneſs to all Men. Giving a Reaſon of the 
Hope that is in you, with, Meekyeſs and Fear. That Chriltian that 
ſhall walk towards all Men according to theſe Rules, ſhall certain- 
ly honour all Men, and greatly recommend the Truth to them all ; 
for thus ſhall he himſelt become an Epiſtle. of Chriſt, read and 
known of all Men, 1. Cor. 3.2. | | 


E 
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I ſhall conclude this firſt Doftrine with a ſolemn Proteſtation 
againſt all ſuch as would ſer up their Religion by. Violence, Blood, + 
and Treachery, by what Name ſoever diſtinguiſhed ; for if this 
be their Scope, they have not known Chrilt, nor the Divine 
Power of Chriſtianity. Cain leads the Van to this unreaſonable 
Troop, who never did nor can honour all Men, till they be deli- 
vered from this Pringiple : No, they deſire to kill, that they 
only might-be honouFed. By this unchriſtian ſort of Chrilitians, 
what unſpeakable Butchcries have been committed ! Hundreds 
of Thouſands im a neighbouring Nation, in this Ape, cruelly de- 
ſtroyed. What Hangings, Burnings, and Tormentings all E- 
rope over ! And this pretendedly to advance Holy Church ! As 
it our Savjour's Houſe muſt be built with Blood, when yet he 
plainly tells us, he came not to kill Men, but to ſave them, and 
ſharply rebukes his Diſciples, when ſuch a Spirit appeared in 
them. | 
And have we not ſeen a refined Generation, ( as they would 
be thought ) peeping forth, with the Name of Blood, or the 
ſmiting Principle, written on their Forehead, with direction to 
their Proſelites to pray, that God would deſtroy all Oppreſſior. 
and Oppreſſors from off the face of the Earth ? Lord! what is 
this? The greateſt part of Mankind peradventure are Oppre\- 
ſors in one thing or other ; and muſt a Chriſtian pray for their 
Deſtruction, or for their Converſion ? Sure the latter is the Duty 
of all Chriſtians. 1 Ti. 2. 1,2. They cannot deſire ſuch a wo- 
ful Day, but that Mercy may be extended, knowing that them-. 
ſelves were ſometimes fooliſh, diſobedient, living in Malice, hateful, 
and hating one another. Tit. 3. But alas! do not theſe Men pray 
for their own Deſtruction ? Who ſees not that ſuch a Principle 
is pregnant with Oppreſſion ? O let all Chriſtians beware of- it. 
And let us pray for them that hate us, perſecute us, and ſpeak all man- 
ner of Evil againſt us falſly, for vis Names ſake, who hath called u: 
not only to believe, but alſo to ſuffer for his ſake. 


Thus leaving all Men of bloody, violent, and treacherous Prin- 
ciples, to conſider what Spirit they are of ; how unlike our Lord 
Chriſt ; how different from the Primitive Chriſtians z how con- 
trary to Humanity it ſelf, which teaches all rodo to others ( not 


as they do) but as.we would they ſhould do to us: We ſhall 
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proceed to the next Point of Doctrine, grounded upon the ſecond 
Dire&tion in the Text, . Love the Brotherhood.” 


Dot. IL. Brotherly Fellowſhip, Love and Unity is carefully to be en- 
deauonred and maintained by all Chriſtians. 


This Brotherhood being not natural, but ſpiritual and myſti- 
cal, admits of a twotold Conideratton : 


I. In the largeſt Sence the Word ( and Uſe of it in Scrip=- 
ture ) will bear. - 
2. Ina more ſtrict and ſpecial Sence. 


In thefirſt, we muſt comprehend all that own the holy Scrip- 
tures for the Rule of Faith, believing in the-only true God, the 
Father, Son, and Holy-Ghoſt, ( for theſe three are one); that 
Chriit died for our Sins, and roſe again for our Juſtification; that 
live ſoberly, according to the general Rules of Chriltianity, rho 
they may be diverſly perſuaded in the Methods of Chri- 
ftian Worſhip. Or I could be content, ( if the State of Chriiti- 
anity would bear 1t in theſe Days ) to 'expreſs my ſelf in this 
Caſe in the Words of St. Paul, 1 Cor. 1.2. All that ia every place 
call upon the Name of our Lord Feſus Chrift ; among whom he 
found Diverſities of Opinions, as well as Diſorders in practice of 
Ordinances. Not that he allows either, but labours to reform 
both, yer ſo as he would preſerve Amity among them as they were 
Brethren, tho ſome of them were carnal, 1 Cor. 3. others allow- 
ing themſelves a very dangerous Liberty in religious Matters, even 
to eat Things ſacrificed to Idols ; ſome doubting of the Reſur- 
retion, others very looſe in their Devotion at the Lord?s Table - 
they were {ome tumultuous, others otherwiſe vicious, 2 Cor. 1 3, 
Now whether the Apoſtle, in his Exhortations to Unity, intends, 
that notwithſtanding theſe Errors they ſhould hold ample Com- 


' munion with the Erroneous z or whether, upon adhering to Re- 


proof by him given, and their obeying the Epiſtles which he ſent 


' to them, he obliges them to maintain and uphold their Commy- 


nion, is the Buſineſs to be conſidered. 
The firſt it 1s not like to be, for then few Errors, either in Do- 
&rine or Life, could break this brotherly Fellowſhip among Chri- 


tians. And then to: what purpoſe are theſe Rules given ? Mark, 
them. 
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FITTET 01” cauſe Diviſions and Offences, contrary to the Dotrine which 


e have learned, and avoid them. Rom. 16.17. Wibdraw your 
ſelves from every Brother which walks a;ſorderly,- &c. 2 Theſſ. 3. 6. 
- Surely all that can be required, as to Unity with theſe Chriſtians, 
is a brotherly Compaſſion, to encourage what we can the Truth 
they hold, or the Good they do; to hold with them in the com- 


mon Cauſe of Chriſtianity, againft the common. Enemy of it. I 


concetye the latter to be the only ſafe way, - viz. - That notwith- 
ſtanding their great Carnality, Weakneſs of Judgment, or Fro- 
wardneſs in their erroneous Opinions, &c. if now they would re- 
ccive the Counſel of the Lord*s Meflenger, or which the Lord by 
his Mellenger had ſent unto them, that then the Brotherhocd once: 
found among them ſhould {till continue. tho they had too evi- 


dently forfeited their Privileges. Thus to take the Apoltle's 


meaning, is to make him harmonize with himſelf. 2 Thefſ. 3. 14. 
If: any Man obey not our Word by this Epiſtle, note that Man, and have 
10 Company with him, that he may be aſhamed ; yt count him not an 
Enemy, but adimoniſh him as a Brother. But to take the Apoſtle in 
the firſt Sence, would make him irreconcileable to or with himſelf, 
S9 then, Parl did not adviſe the Faithful at Cormmh, to hold am- 

ple Communion with thoſe of 1i} Life, and erroneous Principles in 


_ the necefſary parts of Religion, ſuch as the Refurrectron, and Se- 


paration from Idolatry donbtlefs are ; for he thar denies theifirſt, 
denies Chriſt-ro be riſen, makes the Apoſtles falſe Witneſſes, and rhe 
Faith of Chriſtians vain. 1 Cor. 15. 12,3. And the ſecond makes: 
Men uncapable to ſerve God : Te cannot drink the Cup of the Lord, 
and the Cup of Idols C or Devils.) 1 Cor. 1. 10. . 


Let us then conſider the ſecond, or more {tritt Sence of the 
Word, Brotherhood, 1a our Text. Andhere we mult take it, as it 
pertains to truly conſtituted and weil-governed Societies of Chri- 
{tians ; For undonbtedly God intended to have the Chriſtian Re-- 
ligion ftated and maintained in all Nations, according to the 
priftine Simplicity of the Goſpel, without the mixtures of Legal 
Ceremonies, or humane Innoyations * For when Jeſus gave com- 
miiſion to his Apoſtles, to reach all Nations, baptizing them ;, and: 
then, . to teach them to obſerve all Things whatſoever he commanded 
thens. Mat. 28. 19, 20. and gave being to this Order, to continue 
to the end of -1he World, it muſt needs be highly rational on the: 


part of all ſich; as do piouſly ſtand to this Form of DvC&trine,. as. 
expli-- 
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* that of Solomon; and'for a RKzte, to that of Moſes. 


'Explicated and delivered to the Churches, Rom. 6. 17. Heb.s, 1,2, 
And conſequently it muſt needs be very pleaſing to God, and 
commendable in the Church, that his Inſtitutes be kept with the 
greateſt exaCtneſs, «s they were delivered at firft, 1 Cor, 11. 2. 

For if once Variations in either the DoCtrinal or Practical 
Parts of the Chriſtian Religion be admitted, there can be no cer- 
tain-duration of any Truth. A little Leaven leaveneth the whole 
Lump, 'Gal. 5. 7. And this the Apoſtle ſpeaks too, with relation + 
to the Impolition of ſome Legal Rites, which once had a Divine 
Original and Uſe in the Church of God, and yet now could not 
conliſt with obedience to the Truth. Gal. 5. 7. Te did run well, 
who did hinder you, that you ſhould not obey the Truth ? Hence Saint 


Paul would not giveplace to St. Peter himſelf, ( when too much 


ſymbolizing with legal Ceremonies, Gal. 2.) that fo the Truth of 
the Goſpel might continue in the Churches of Galatia; plainly 
ſhewing, that as Light and Darkneſs cannot dwell together, ſo 
the Goſpel is exclulive of legal Ceremonies and humane Innova- 
tions. And ſeeing all muſt grant, there has been a very great de- 
parture from the Truth of the Goſpel, both in Doctrine and 
Practice, there cannot be a better Method (1 ſuppoſe) thought 
-on, to amend what is amiſs in the Chriſtian World, ( and thereby 
to reſtore true brotherly Fellowſhip ) than that uſed by our Lord, 
Mat.19. 8. to reform a Corruption among the Jews, and ſuch an 
Error too as had a ſhew of Scripture-Authority for it, (1 mean 
the Caſe of Divorce ) yet our Saviour ſuppreſſeth that Cuſtom, 
by referring to the primitive Inſtitution of Marriage ; From the Be- 
ginning it was not ſo, | 
And upon this Text, how well does our Brethren (I mean the 
Sober and Pious in the Church of Ezgland ) defend themſelyes a- 
gainſt Popiſh Innovations, both in Opinion and Prattice? One 
of them ſpeaksthus: As touching each of theſe Errors, we can 
ſay with our Saviour, in this preſent Correption of the Phariſees, 
that from the Beginning it was not ſo, and we care: not whence 
they come, unleſs they come'from the Beginning. This hath ever 
been <( faith he ) the Rule, the warrantable Rule to reform a 
Church. When E/dras was intent on building the Temple, he 
ſent not to Epheſws, much leſs to Rome ;, he did not enquire into 
the, Rituals of Numa Pompilius ;, but had recourſe for a Temple, to 
Indeed for 
Things meerly indifferent, ( as he obſcryes ) there muſt be pre- 
{ſerved 


The Loyal Baptiſt. | 1; 
ferved a Liberty in all Churches to conſult and do for the beſt. - 1 


_ darenot fay as he, To make Conſtitutions ; (for that?s a great word) 


but to manage her Aﬀairs with Decency, Order, and Charity. 


But to come more directly toour Doctrine, which is, Brotherly 
Fellowſhip ;, Love and Unity ts carefully to be endeavoured and maintained 


by all Chriftians, 


Certain it is that our Love, as Chriſtians, may go much further 
than our actual Commhnion in all things Chriſtian, may do ; and 
yet this Love it ſelf is a kind of Feilowſhip. The Angels have Fel- 
lowſhip with us, and acknowledg themſelyes our Fellow Servant:, 
Rev. 19.10. and'yet they do not partake with: us 1n all our acts 
of Religion, but only by approbation and corroboration, in 
things which are well done. Now the beſt or moſt orderly ſort 
of Chriſtians cannot concelve a greater diſproportion between 
their Churches, and the Churches of the moſt erring (if but well- 
meaning) Societies that conſcientiouſly profeſs Love and Obedi- 
enceto Chriſt : And even hence, we are obliged to hold' as much 
Brotherly Fellowſhip with-them, as we can, eſpecially that of Love 
and Brotherly Compaſſion. For when we: conlider, that even 
ſome of all ſorts of Chriſtians will rather-dye, than baſely deny 
their Lord and Maſter, we cannot but have Fellowſhip. with ſuch 
in our Spirits, whilſt it is the ſame (and not a feigned. Chriſt) to 
whom they ſhew their utmoſt teſtimony of Love. 

And this Conſideration alone, may ſuffice to take away that 
imbitteredneſs, which is too often found among Chriſtians diſſent— 
ing one from another : Let their Appellations be what they will,, * 
ſo that they believe in the true Chriſt, and live well, being alſo 
faithful to what they know. Andtho they be never ſo angry with 
me for oppoſing them in their Traditions, or erring Notions. o- 
therwiſe, yet I muſt have a Brotherly tenderneſs towards them all 
for the Truths ſake which dwelleth inthem. But.now, for ample 
or full Communion, I ſee not how that can be attained. and maire. 
tained, but where there is antecedent to it, an Union both in Do= 
&rine and Prattice, in things necellary to the true' Conſtitution 
and Goverament of the Church of Chriſt. And' ſeeing alfo our 
Differences about theſe things are not ſmall,. or trivial ; -it cannot 
(1 think.) be better ordered, than that a Friendly DiſtinCtion, and 
Brotherly Forbearance be permitted as to ample Communion 3, "my 

| - that. 
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that Men cannot comfortably nor peaceably join together till they 
be agreed in theſe things. 

I ſee not that the difference betwixt Parl and Barnabas was ſo 
great (as to the thing about which they dittered) as the things a- 
bout which Chriſtians differ in theſe days; -and yet its certain 
their Contention being great (for xe ofvo puns lignifies provekeng, - 
gaulimg, and imbittered Speeches, and Minas, ſay the Learned) it is - 
certain they could not tranſact their Affairs in the Goſpel together, 
but apart. ' And this was written perhaps to ſhew, that a compe- 
tent Unity in Jndgment muſt precede our attual Communion, and 
till that be attained among us,there 1s a neceſlity (in regard; partly 
of human Frailty, and partly in regard of ſome precious Truths) 
to forbear one arother,without deltroying the Truth to which we 
have attaincd reſpectively. | 

And thisis the greateſt Love we can extend to one another, un- 
der theſe difficult Circumſtances. 

1. To pity and heartily to pray one for another;for the Servant 
of the Lord muſt not ſtrive but be gentle towards all Men, in 
Meekneſs inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves. 

2. There muſt be all Patience exerciſed, and Compaſlion ſhewed 
to the Ignorant, and thoſe that are out of the way, eſpecially 
where the ſcruple is tender and conſcientious. And in the mean 
time, the faithful Miniſter of God muſt 1/4 faſt the form of ſound 
Words, he muſt teach the ſame Do&rine which was committed to his 
Truſt by the Apoſtles. He muſt warn others that they teach no other 
Dottrine. He muſt not give place to Jewiſh,” or other Eables, And 
the Church muſt ſo walk in Chriſt, as they firſt received him, rooted 
in the Foundation-Principles, eſtabliſhed and built up in him : 
Not carried about with every Wind of Dottrine, but ſpeaking the Truth 
in Love.muſt endeavour to grow up into Chriſt ia all things. Ina word, 
it is the Duty of this Brotherhood to ſtick cloſe to the whole Conun- 
celof God, and not to partake with other Mens Sins, or Errors in Life 
or Religion. ; which cannot be done, where contrarieties in Do- 
&trine and Practice about things neceſſary to the true State and 
Government of the Church of Chriſt, are allowed in the ſame Fel- 
lowſhip or Community. 


Love the Brotherhood, This Fraternity are in a ſpecial manner 
to love one another, 


1. Be- 
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7. Becauſe God himſelf hath loved them -with a ſpecial kind of 
Love: And if God fo loved u4,we ought alſo to love one another, 1 John 
3. It is happy when the Love of Chriſtians .is founded upon this 
bottom, viz. the Maniteſtation of God's Love to them, and not 
upon any thing of human Excellency ; for this is to have Mens Per- 
fons in Admiration, and not to admire this, Behold what manner of 
Love the Father hath beſtowed upon us ! 

2. Becauſe this 1s the ſweeteſt Manifeſtation, that we are the 
Children of God ; for iz this is maiiifeſt the Children of God, 1 John 
3-10. namely, that they love their Brethren : And every one that 
leveth,is born of God,” And our Saviour makes it the true Character 
of Chriſtianity : By this ſhall all Men know that ye are my Diſciples, if 

ye love one another, Joh. 13. 35. | | 

3. Becauſe this is the uniting Grace among, Chriſtians, this 
makes their Society ſweet, their Fellowſhip detirable, its a Fellow- 

ſhip of Love, Phil. 2. 1. This makes them like David and Fonathan, 
they are bound in one Girdle, and their Love was wonderful. 

4. Becauſe this makes the Sufferings of Chriltians eaſy ; when 
thoſe that ſuffer love them, in defence of whoſe Faith they do ſuf- 
fer ; and ſee themſelves beloved of their Brethren, even then when 
all Men ſeem to hate them. This made Paw himſelf rejoice in his 
Sufferings, Phil. 4. 10, 14. I rejorced in the Lord greatly, that now ar 
the laſt your care of me hath flouriſhed again, — Ye have well done 
that ye have communicated with me in my Aﬀiition, 


Let us touch the things briefly, which may be ſure Evidences 0 
this Brotherly Love. 

1. If then we love the Brotherhood, we are much concern'd 
about them in our Thoughts. For what is the Obje& of a Man's 
Love,is the Subject of his Meditation. All true Lovers know this 
by Experience ; and let the Love of the Brotherhood exceed our 
Love in other caſes. An inſtance of this Love we have in St. Par, 


Col. 2. 1, 2. For I would that ye knew what great conflict 1 have for 
you, .and for them of Laodicea, and for as many as have not ſeen my Face 
in the Fleſh : That their Hearts might be comforted,being knit together 
22 Love, &C. ; 

2, If we love our Brethren, - we bear them much upon our Heart 
in our Prayers ; we cannot forget them if we rightly love them. 
Paul made mention of him in every Prayer of his whom he dearly loved, 
2 Tim. 1. 3- Let all Chriſtian Brethren do fo too, for we cannot: 

[ do . 
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do leſs for any of them, or for many of them we can do no- 


more. | 
3. If we love the Brotherhood, we will eſteem them highly, ac- 


cording to the Vertues which we ſee in them, 2 Fohz v. 1,2,3, And 
whom we love we will commend, and advance as much as we can, 
becauſe it's the native Property of Love todoſo; as appears in 
the interchanges of Love in the Song of Solomon, between Chriſt 
and his Church : and is the way too, to encreaſe Love, as all Ex- 
perience ſhews. ; 

4a. If we love our Brethren, we will to our beſt deferd their 

Reputation againſt thoſe that injure them. 7 hus Paul vindicated 
not himſelf only, but thoſe faithful Miniſters which were with 
him, when ſome reported of them that they walked after the Fleſh, 
and ſaid, Let #4 do Evil that good may come ;, whoſe Dannation, 
for ſuch vile Reproaches againit the Servants of Chrilt, he avers19 
be juſt. : 

5. If we love the Brotherhood, we will to our Power relieve 
their Neceſlitics. For He that hath this Worlds Good, and ſees his 
Brother want, and ſhuttcth up the Bowels of his Compaſſion, how awells 
the Love of God in him? And faith another Apoſtle, If a Brother or 
Siſter be deſtitute of daily Food, and ye ſay, Be ye filled, and give them 

 9t thoſe things that are neceſſary, what doth it profit * Wherefore 
et Love be withour Dulimulation. Let it be fervent. For to 
this cnd were or Souls prrified in obeyiag the Truth through the $ pirit, 
even unto anfeigned Love of the Brethren, 1 Pet. 1.22. 

6. The laſt Evidence. If we love the Brotherhood, we will ſeck 
and preſerve as much as we ca N,gghe Peace of the whole, and the 
Proſperity of every part. Pray for the Peace of Jerutalem (faith 
David)they ſhall profper that love thee ; for niy Brethren and Companions 
ſake I will now [ay, Peace be within thy Walls, and Proſperity within thy 

* Palaces. How greatly does the true Son of David, our Lord Jeſus, 
pray for this Bleſling upon the whole Church, Thar they all may be 
ene,as he and his Father are one ? And what Chriſtian will not trem- 

le to think of doing any thing againſt the tenour - of his blelied 
Prayer? 

I will conclude this point with a ſolemn Proteſtation againit 
choſe Evils which chieily hinder the love.of the Brotherhood ; 
and the firſt is Prides | 
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1. Only through Pride cometh Conteztion (ſaith the Spirit); when 
Men are admirers of themſelves, Proud, Boalters ; they ſoon be- 
come deſpiſers of thoſe that are good, and Enemies to the Love of 
the Brotherhood. Dzotrephes being got to this point, preſently 
makes havock of the Church, by catiting the. Brethren out of the 
Church that ſhewed their brotherly Love to the travelling Mint- 
ſters. And why ?- becauſe he loved to have the Preheminence, in- 
{omuch as he ſpared not to undervaluec the Apoſtle himſelf, Aproud 
Profeſſor cannot love the Brotherhood. 

2, As all proud Men are Enemies to brotherly Love ; ſo moſt of 
all ſuch as take themſelves to be infallible about things moſt diſpu- 
table, being vainly confident that God is oppoſed when their Im- 


. politions are not obeyed.- Theſe Men commonly drive furiouily, 


rend and tear.it their Mandates meet with diſlike or non-receptionu. 
Theſe Men will ever [tand {trenuoully upon Niceties, and make 
things which are doubtful, and meerly indifterent, to become ue- 
ceſlary. 

3. Thoſe who make Gain their Godlineſs,are great Enemies to 
Brotherly Love, theſe are called greedy Dogs by the Prophet, grecdy 
Wolves by the Apoltle ; theſe ſeek their own, not the things of 
Chriſt, They are Enemies to him; their God 1s their Belly, they 
mind earthly things ; they change with every Wind for Prefer- 


ment. | They are Lovers of their own ſelves. They teach things 


which they ought not, for filthy Lucres ſake» They love not the 
Brotherhood, but their Money. 


Thus much to the ſecond Point. We come now to the third 
part of our Text. ; 


cn 


Fear God. 
Hence the Doctrine has been propounded thus. 


Dodt. III. Chriſtians muſt have an awful Fear of God before their 


4 Eyes, that ia Matters of Religion they may ſerve him only, 


and not provoke him by ſinful Courſes, wor by the Fear of 
Man, 


To come rightly to the performance of this Duty, we mult en- 
deayour to have a right knowledg or Belief of this God whom we 
D: 2 > aff 
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are to fear, for this our Saviour makes to be the wezghty part.of our 
Religion, Faith,and the Fear of God. Now in this Faith, which an- 
teceeds the Fear, Worſhip, and Service of God, we muſt conſjder 
the Eſſence and Attributes of God. In the firſt, he is infinitely be- 
yond the reach of our knowledg, or finding out unto, Perfection. 
Job 4. 24: It is but a ſmall portion that we know (or can know ) of him 
im this World. ; | : 
Faith therefore ſatisfies it ſelf, with knowing that 
Pſal. go. 2. Gods: or;that there is one God. That heis a Spirit 
Rev. 4. 10. Eternal, Pure, Omnipotent, Immutable, Inviſible, 
1 Twn.1.17. Merciful, Faithful, Holy, Juſt and Good ; and that 
Pſal. 147.5.. he is ininitely and perfectly ſo, and whatloever elſe 
Prov. 15. 3- may be ſaid to repreſent him Great and Glorious; 
Great in his Sovereignty and Dominion, Glorious 

in his doings towards the Children of Men. In a- Word, Faith 


apprehends or believes this God to be, whatſoever his Word de- 


clares him to be, which together with his works of Creation and 
Providence are the Intelligencers to Mortals, his good Spirit alſo 
helping and illuminating a!l that heartily ſeek after him. How- 
beit this Faith is not of the ſame magnitude in all that have it, but 
*tis of the ſame Nature, — To all that have obtained like precious 
Faith with ms, through the Righteouſneſs of God, and our Saviour Feſwe 
Chriſt, 2 Pet. 1. 1. : 

To fear Ged, 1s jndeed a Duty incumbent upon all Men, and not 
upon Chriſtians only. And forthe better pertormance of this great 


Duty, it 15 good to know the Cauſe, why Mankind of all other. 


Creatures is bound to fear God ;. I ſay, Mankind only.of all ſublu- 
vary Creatures : for from other Creatures God expects not this, 
nor do they pay it to him, not having capacity, and ſo no neceſſi- 


ty on them to doit. But they are {ubjugated to the Fear of Man, 


who is placed over them as Supream, P/al. 85. 7,8. Gen.g. 2. In- 
deed 1 do not find that this Fear and Dread of Man, was upon the 


Creatures below him, till after the Earth was accurſed. It is true - 


a Dominion was given Man over them in his innocent Eſtate, Ger. 
1.28, But that he ſhould have rul-d them with Rigour, as now, I 
find not, but do conceive. that the terrour of Man to the brutc 


Creatures, and their Diſobedience to him,are Eflects of the Curſe; 
and its certain the Curſe was the Effect of Sin- But in theſe things 


tet us not be too curious. | 


Noyz.. 
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Now whether. in caſe Man had not ſinned, he ſhould have becn 
obliged to fear God as now, or whether he ſhould have properly 
feared God at all, may be enquired here ? To which it may be an- 
ſwered, That ſeeing God had endued Manwith excellent Reaſon. 
and Judgment, and yet put him in a mutable State, and gave him 
notice that his ſtate was ſuch, when he gave him a Law with a 
Penalty upon the Breach of it. In the Breach of which he ſhould 
ſurely dye, Gen. 2. 17. It follows that Man was even then bound:to - 
Fear, and to ſtand in awe of his Majeſty from the beginning before 
Sin was upon him. So that Sin is not the Original Caule of the 
Fear of God, but his Bounty towards Man, and abſolute Sove- 
reignty. over him, are the Grounds of it. And hence we may 
learn,how juſt, how necellary itis for us who are of the fall'n race of 
Adam, not only for-that we are under theſe Original Obligations, 
and for that the Covenant which we are under as Chriſtians, tho a - 
Covenant of Grace, yet is truly conditional ( whatever ſome mur- 
mar to the contrary) to fear the God of Heaven, and to itand in 
awe.of his Majeity. Behold therefore the Goodneſs and Severiny of- 


God! oathem that fell, Severity ;, but towards thee Goodneſs, if thoy 


continue in his Goodneſs : otherwiſe thou alſo ſhall be cut off. Rom. 11. 


- 22, Heb. 4: 1- But it is furthermore our Duty, . for that we are 


more ſubject to err than 442m was, for all grant he had Free-will, 
and Sufficiency of Ability. to ſtand had he uſed it. But tho ſome 
of us do hold we have a liberty of Will, yet we mult all confeſs our 
Power to be very ſmall, without intervening Grace, either to re- 
{1/t Temptations, or to do acts of Righteouſneſs. Mot that we are - 
Sufficient to think, any thing as of our ſelves, but our ſuſſiciency 1s of God,; 
ITOT. 3- Fe | 

There is a DiſtinCtion of Fear towards God much ſpoken or, . 
to wit, 'a ſervile Fear, and a filial Fear. The firſt they would 
cxclude from a Chriſtian. But if by ſervile Fear be intended no 
more than to fear God, as a good Servant is to fear his Maſter, I 
can ſee no reaſon to exclude it : If I be.a Maſter, where 1s my Fear *. 
ſaith the Lord. Mal. 1.15. It ſeems God's Servants mult fear him.. 
But perhaps the meaning of the diſtinCtion is 'this': By filzal 
Fear is meant an holy Dread, l:ſk we do any thing that us evil, or leave 
undone the thing that ts good ; and by ſervile Fear, is meant a Fear. 
of Pi neat only. If this be it, 1 ſhall ay little to it,. believing, . 
whoever makes this diſtinction, would have all Men, and ſpecially 


Chri/tians, to fear God ſo as to depart from all Evil, and: to var 
Good . 
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Good, leſt Judgment be. the Portion of their Cup from the 
Lord. 
Fear God; that is, ſtand in awe of his Majeſty, worſhip and 


. ſerve him, and him anly. T Saw. 12, 14. Only fear the Lord, and 


ſerve him with all your Heart. Pal. 45. 11. ers thy Lord, and 
worſhip thou him. Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and bim only 
ſhalt thou ſerve. Mat. 4. 10. This 1s God's Right, we muſt only 
pay it to him. When Peter was put apon this Strait, whether to 
pleaſe or fear Men, when his Service to God was the matter in 
queſtion, his Speech was very frank and reſolute, As 4. 19. 
Whether it be right in the fight of God, to hearkea unto Men more than 
into God, jrudr ye, This then mult ever become good Chriſtians 


. In matters of Religion, to ſtick cloſe to that which 1s right in the 


ſight of God, however it may be countermanded by Man. The 
Condeſcenſions of holy Part were {5 wHely attempered, as even 
then when he was made all things to all Men, and paying; his debt 
of Love to the Wiſe and Unwile, 1o as to be without Law to 
them that were without Law, and nnder the Law to them that 
were under the Law ; yet he was not without Law to God, but under 
the Law to Chriſt ;, he would not lin to pleaſe any, nor do Evil that 


. Good might come : For the Fear of the Lord i clean, the Beginning 


of Wiſdom, and that which muſt keep us company all our days ; 
elſe we lie open to the fhery Darts of Satan, which will both hit 
and hurt, where the Fear of the Lord is abſent. Therefore bleſſed 
7s the Man that fearecth always. This is that Grace which held Fo- 
ſerh back from Uncleanneſs, Nehemiah from Self-endedneſs in 
God's Service, when others made it burthenſom : This did not 7, 
LCaith he, becauſe of the Fear of the Lord. 

Work out your own Salvation with Fear and Trembling, ſaith the 
Apoitle. 7 trembled in my ſelf, that I might reſt in the Day of Trou- 
ble, ſaith the Prophet. 1 exceedingly fear and quake, aid Moſes. 
I am ſo troubled I cannot. ſpeak, {aid David, And ſhall we not ex- 
ceedingly fear, and ſtand in awe of that Majeſty, which made 
theſe Pillars in the Church to tremble ? Beware of a ſtupid and 
careleſs Spirit, for that will ſoon prove a revolting Spirit. Fer. 5. 
22, 23. David makes that awtul Fear of God an expreſs Dury 

'to all; P/al. 76. 7. Thou, even thou art to be feared; and who may 
ſtand in thy preſence, when once thou art angry? Without a godly 
Fear no *ervice to God 1s acceptable. Heb. 12. And he is there- 
fore greatly to be feared in the. Aſſembly of the Saints, 


Thus 


AQ 
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Thus much in general. We ſhall now endeavour to deſcribe 
the Man that walks 1a the Fear of Godin a few Particulars. And, 


-1, He that truly fears God, worſhips and ſerves him, 2ſt be 
delivered from the Fear of Man. When David is conlidering how 
to fear or ſerve God aright, P/al. 119. 45. he tells us, he will 
walk at Liberty ;, he will have his Heart free from that which hin- 
ders due Obedience to God. And as to Matters of Religion, 
Chriſtians are Chriſt's Freemen, And therefore our Saviour ( who 
was the molt fairhful,to Ceſar that ever Man was) in this Caſe 
abſolutely prohibits the Fear of Man ; Fear not him that can kill 
the Body. And it is certain, the Fear of Man brings a Snare, as 
appears in the Caſe of the Phariſees: 'They could not confeſs 


- Chrilt, tho they believed in- him, for they feared to be put out of 


their Synagogues ;, they loved the Praiſe of Men more than the Praiſe 


of God. He that thus fears Man, cannot tear God. Let us hear __ 
the Apoſtle Paul, he 1s plain, Do I now perſuade Men, or God ? | 


( that 1s, ds I preach rhe Doitrine of God or Maa? ) if 1 yet plea- 
ſed Men, I ſhould wot be the Servant of Chriſt, We ſe here the 


Difference betwecna faithful Chriſtian and Minitter of Chritt, and- 


thoie that ſerve the Times : The latter always preach ſomething 
that is of Man, lett they ſhould ſutter Perſecution for the Croſs 
of Chriit ; the former ſears neither Men nor Angels, lo as to give 


conſent to another Goſpel, or any thing which perverts the Goſpel. 


of Chriit. Gal. 1. 4to1t. 
- 2. He that truly fears God, wzll g:zve to God the Things which are 


God's. This Rule, of al} others, ſhould be obſerved by Chriſti-- 


ans, becauſe it proceeds from Chriſt himſelf, upon ſuch .a ſpecial : 


occalion, at. 22. 21. as wherein the Right of Kings, and God's 


Right over Men are enquired into, and the Caſe determined: by 


the Lord Chriſt, to the iilencing his captious Adverſaries. Ce/ars 
Right mult be given, and God's Right malt not be with-hetd. 
Earthly Things, or our Obedience in Civil Cafes, is here ſtate 
upon Ceſar; there is therefore a neceſlity, that Obedience in Re- 
ligious Caſes be due to God, or elſe he has nothing peculiar in or 
over us. Sith therefore God Almighty has reſerved all religious 
Obedience to himſelf, and that we mult every Man give an Account 
of himſelf unto God, 2 Cor. 5. Let all that fear. God, give to him 


in religious Performances, the Things wiuch have his. Image and - 
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Superſcription upon them, leſt he reje&t both: the Offering, ant 


'the Offerer, with, IWho hath required this at your hands? Did not 
God provide by his expreſs Law, that his Sacrifices ſhould not be 
changed at Man's Will, a good for a bad, nor a bad for a good ? Lev. 


27.10. Does not Iſaiah cry out againit them that preſumed to : 


change God®s Ordinances, as Breakers of the everlaſtiag Covenant ? 
Ifa. 24. 5- It fared very ill with Nadab and Abihn, for offering 
that Fire which God commanded not. Levit. 10. 1, &'c. The Corin- 
thians were ſmote with Sickneſs and Death, for prophaning the 


Lord's T able with their ona Spper, 1 Cor.1 1. 22, 30. David him-' 


{elf was afraid of God, when he altered the manner of carrying 
the Ark of God, 1 Chron. 13. And this Inſtance made him at- 
terwards give to God the Things that were God®s, namely, to ſerve 
him in due Order, 1 Chron. 15. Let the Uſe of all be, to pro- 
voke usto ſerve God with godly Fear, to ſtand in awe of his 
Word, to ſerve him with all poſſible exaCtnels, according to the 
'very Rules therein-contained, that we may have the Commendati- 
on of good and faithful Servants, as It was in the Caſe of Noah, 
Gen. 6. 22. Thus did Noah, according to all that God. commanded 
him, ſo did he. HE: 

3. He that truly fears God, will ever preſerve ' a good Conſcience 
towards God. But this can never be, where the inner Man is not 
pure, and the Heart delighted with the Service of God. Of ſome 
we read, that they profeſs high, but their Minds and Conſciences 
are defiled, Tit. 1. 16. Others that ſo walked before the Lord, as 
to gain this Reputation,that they dd that which was right inthe ſight 
of the Lord, but not with a perfett Heart. 2:Chr.25.2. Now God is he 
that perfetly knows the Heart, and ſearches the Heart, and takes 
pleaſure in Uprightneſs ; and he knows, and*' will make all Men 
know, that as the wilful Nectlett of Duties, I mean religious Du- 
ties, are an Evidence of an evil Conſcience ;, ſo the keeping back 


' part, or ſerving God deceitfully, or ſerving God under a colour, 


without Conſcience of rhe Service, are the ſame, and ſhall, with 
the Perſons ſo worſhipping him, be rejected, as thoſe that do not 
fear God. For «t ſhall come to paſs in the Day of the Lords Sacri- 
fice, that he will puniſh them that fwear by the Lord, and that ſwear 
by Malcham ; and them that are turned back from the Lord, and ther 

that have not ſought the Lord, mor enquired after him. Zeph. 1. 5,6. 
4. He that feareth God, will not reſiſt. the Power of Princes, yet 
will he do what God commands, tho all the Princes un the World forbid 
| # him ; 
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him; nor will he do what God forbids, tho all the Princes in the World 
ſhould command it. Es 
What our Chriſtian Obligations to Princes are, T hope to ſhew, 
in handling the next Direction in our Text. We are here only to 
ſhew, that no worldly Power can make void what God commands, 
nor make that lawful which God's Word forbids. The God of 
Heaven forbids worſhipping or bowing down to Images or Idols, 
Exod. 20. Nebuchadnezzar commands the contrary, Dan. 3. 4,5. 
under pain of ſuffering the fiery Furnace. Now this was a mighty 


* Prince, to whom God had given a Kingdom, and great Glory ; yet 


Shadrach and his Companions would not do his Command, but told 
him plainly, They would not ſerve his Geas, nor worſhip the Golden 
Image which he had ſet up. Dan. 3. 18. It has been the Unhappi- 
nets of Earthly Gods, to countermand the Commands of the 
God of Heaven, without which there wonld have been but few 
Martyrs :- But the greatneſs of their Multitude ſhews the certain- 
ty of this Truth, That God's Will muſt be obeyed, what Trou- 
bles ſoever attend us from the Princes of this World for ſo doing. 
Indeed I find this Doctrine owned by moſt. For the Papiſts them- _ 
ſelves, upon As 4. 19. ſay thus: <If any Magiſtrate command 
© againſt God, that is to ſay, forbid Catholick Chriſtian Men to 
© preach, or ſerve God, this ſame mult be their Anſwer, ( mean- 
© 1ng that Anſwer which Perer gave, &c. ) tho they be whipped 
© or killed for their Labour. And Dr. F:k, allows the Note, but 
yet would not have the Papiſts to have: any benefit by it, (ſo 
partial are Men, when uppermoſt.) We ſee then, by conſent of 
Chriſtians generally, the Voice of God mult be obeyed in Things 
religious, tho the Princes of the Earth ſay Nay. And to this a- 
grees the holy Pſalmilt, Pal. 119. 23., Princes fate and ſpake a- 


 gainſt me ;, that is, they ſat on the Throne, and dereed Things 


againſt him : But thy Servaut did meditate in thy Statutes. He would 
not depart from the Ways of God, tho he was perſecuted. P/al. 
119.161. Princes perſecuted me without 4 cauſe, but my Heart ſtandeth 


in awe of thy Word. 
But here it may be fit to obviate an Objection. 


It will be ſaid, Tho zt is erue, that all that fear God, are bound © 
thus to obey God, and not Man, in Matters of Religion, and to ſuffer 
patiently, rather thanto "11 ;, yet whether mm Things indifferent, which 
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26 | The Loyal Baptiſt. 
are neither commanded nor forbidden ;, if Princes here make fe of their 
Authority, Chriſtians are not bound to obey attively ? As for Example, 
about the Place of Worſhip, &Cc. ; 

To this it may be anſwered ; Seeing God has forbidden no 
Place, if that were all the Bufineſs, he were a mad Man that 
would not actually obey ; and confequently he is bound to obey 
Authority in every Caſe that is like it ; as thus: It is a Duty 
for a. Nation, in a time of common Calamity, to humble them- 
ſelves by Faſting and Prayer; and doubtleſs 'tis beſt this be 
done at the ſame time, and none ſo fit to order this as the Ma- 
giftrate : If therefore Authority command the tenth, twentieth, 
or thirtieth Day of ſuch a. Month, for ſuch a Service, | doubt 
not but he ſhould be guilty of Sin, that ſhould in this refuſe ſuch 
Time, meerly bc<cauſe it 1s appointed by the Magiltrate*s Authori- 
ty. And if there-be an hundred Caſes of this kind, the ſame 
Anſwer mult be given in them all, for ought I ſee ; or elſe, under 
pretence of fearing God, we ſhall difhonour the King, which is 
2 Sin of an high Nature. ; x 

Tho Chriltians be Subjects to Princes, yet Princes are Snbjects 
to God, ard in the Sphere where God has ſet them, can do no- 
thing more plealing to him, than to promote the Intereſt of Re- 


legion, by difcountenancing Prophanenels ard [rreligion, and by 


giving Encouragement to the Lovers of it. But then as they arc 
Subjects to Chritt, they are kellow-Servants with their Subjects. 
( yea, the Angels think not themſelves too high to be called ſo, 
Rev, 19. 10. ) and therefore muſt with their Subjets be obedient 
to one Lawgziver, even Jeſus, and not allume Power to make Laws 
for the Conſciences of Men in Religion, nor to force them to go 
beyord their Knowledg and Faith in Things of that kind, ſeeing 
what 7s not of Faith is Sin, and we muſt every one give an Accornt of 

tmifelf unto God, | 
5. The laſt Particular I ſhall inſiſt upon, as necellary to the 
true Fear of God, isto avoid Covetouſneſs and Worldly-minded- 
neſs. Covetouiſnels 1s ſaid tobe ldolatry. And he that is a co- 
vetous Perſon, makes little further uſe of Religion, than to be a 
Cloak for his Iniquity ; he fears not God, he ſerves not-the Lord 
Chriſt, but his own Bclly ; for this he preaches, for this he prays, 
and without this he will do neither. Thefe are the Men that make 
Merchandize of the Word of God, ſuppoſing ( as the Apoſtle 
Pith Y that Garn is Goalineſs, IT meet with a. notable Paſlage in 
| our 
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our Engliſh Chronicles ;, in the ſixth Century, tis ſaid, The Clergy 
of Britain ſet all their Mind to ſerve God, and not the World, the 
Heart, and nat the Belly; Wherefore then were they had in great Re- 
verence and Honour. But as they encreaſed in earthly Treaſwre, /o 
they decreaſed in heavenly Treaſure. Fab. Chron. 5 part. cap. 1 34. 
Let all that fear God, beware of this evil Diſeaſe, clpecially fuch 
as are Miniſters of Chrilt. No Ma? can ſerve two Maſters; ye 
cannot ſerve God and Mammon, faith our Saviour, 4A4at. 6. 24 


Thus much of the Fear of God ; let us now conſider the Debt 
which we owe to our King. 


Donour the Ling, 


Altho by the Order of our Text, we are to ſpeak of this weigh=- 
ty Subject in the laſt place, yet it is not the leaſt part of our Du. 
ty : For as the ancient Chriſtians were wont to ſpeak, ſo it re- | 
mains an eternal Truth, That as God ts above the Emperor, ſo none 
other ts above the Emperor but God, And conſequently our Duty, 
next to Almighty God, is to our Prince ; as we ſee here in our 


Text, the Honour of. the King is provided for, next to the Fear 


of God. We have already ſhewed, in the opening of the Words, 
that the King here meant, or immediately ſpoken of, was an Hea- 
then King, and a great Idolater ixhis Religion, and yet the Holy- 
Ghoſt does here oblige all Chriſttt#ns, even of the higheſt Rank, to 
honour ſuch Kings, Perer himſelf, and conſequently all his Succet(- 
ſors not excepted ; for indeed he had learned this Obediemce of 
one higher than himſelf, even Jeſus Chriſt, and therefore muft 
nceds recommend the ſame to all Chriſtians. And hence the 


Doctrine Is, 


Dodt. IV. All Chriſtians are bound by Goſpel-Rules to be good Sub- 
jets to Princes, to honour their Perſons, and conſcientiouſly to 


obey. their Authority, 


1. Toevince this great Truth, it may be neediul to thew, That 
Kingly Power or Government is of God. Not in the Sence (prophane- 
ly Fetted by ſome Writers) wherein Plagues, Diſeates, and 
Puniſhments are of God ; for the Apoltle Part doth expreily con- 
tradict ſuch an ungodly Expoſition, Rom. 15. 1,&C. wherein he 

| Wi _ avers 
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avers, even of the ſame Kingly Power ſpoken of by Peter, That 
it was ordained of God; that the Magiſtrate was Goa®s inifler to 
the Chriſtian Man, (as well as any other) for Good, to execute 
Wrath upon him that does Evil. Which Word, A4mifter, refers 
evidently to him that bears the Sword of Juſtice, and not to the 
Power only, which yet he afirms to be of God, and confirms it 
by this Argument, For there i520 Power but of God ; the Powers that 
be, are ordainedof, God. And this is the only comfortable Grourd 
of Obedience to the higher Powers, to be well ſatisficd in this, 
that whether it fall out our Obedience ſhall be active or paſlive, yet 
therein we conform our ſelves to the Will of God, or to his Or- 
dinance z Ard he that ſhall refiſt the Power, does reſiſt the Ordinance 
of God. 

F 2. That Kingly Government is of God as clearly, if not-more 
ckarly than any other Form of Government, 1s very plain from 
the Text it ſelf, conlidered with the Context, wver/. 13, 1.4. Sub- 


. mit your ſelves to every Ordinance of Man for the Lords ſake, whe- 


ther it be to the King as ſupreme, or unto Governoms, as unto them 
that are ſent byim, &c. Where Supremacy over all Perſons in 
Things Civil, is fo clearly given to the King'by God himſelf, even 
over Governours,, as wcllas the People governcd, that it mult in 
no wiſe be denied. | h 

3. If it be objected, that tho the Power: Magiſtratical be of 
God, yet the Form or Mode of it 1s of Man, becauſe ( according 
to the Greek.) 1 Pet. 2. 13, may be read thus, Submit your felves 
ro every huinaue Creature, To this I ſay ; The Words, Humane 
Creature, are better underſtood of the Laws made by Humane 
Authority, than of the Magiltrates themſelves : For as the- moſt 
high God, and he only, can give Being and'Power to a Divine 
Law, inſomuch that no Power on Earth can create ſuch a Law ; 


- fo Earthly Gods, and none bat they, can create and give Power 


© an humane Law ; and Laws thus made, are rightly called Hu-. 
wane Creatures, or Ordinances of Men, ( as our Engliſh expreſles 
it.) And when Laws are thus made, tho they ſhould happen to. 


be ill Laws, (as it ſometimes happens to be ſo ) yet they muſt be 


obeyed. ( either actively or paſſively ) becauſe the Power Magi- 
{tratical muſt not be reſiited ; only the Error of an ill Law muſt 
be refuſed: by all. faithful Men, efpecially. in Matters of Religicn, 
as: we haye ſhewed:befors.. | 


'4. This 


þ. 
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4. This great Power which God hath given to Kings and! Ru- 
ters of the Earth, to make Laws, is (as I conceive) the chief 
cauſe why they are called Gods, Pal. 82.6. 1 have ſaid ye are 
Gods, and all of you are Children of the moſt High : That 1s, becauſe 
of that reſemblance which they have to God himfelf, being decked 
with Power and Majeſty,to make and execute Laws (inthis lower 
World ) which concern the. Children of Men as ſuch. 

5- And as to gk orm of Kingly Government (for this is all that 
I can find in my Text) : Let us hear what God himſelf ſaith. -Zy 
me Kings reign, and Princts decree Fuſtice ;, by me Princes rule, aud” 
Nobles, even all the Fudges of the Earth. What can be ſaid more in 
this caſe ? If any ſhall ſay, 'tis not God, but- Wiſdon: that ſpeaks 
theſe Words, Prov. 8. 15, 16. I anſwer, it is Folly that makes 
the Objection, for this Wiſdom is the Voice of God, becaule it is- 
the Wiſdom of God. Kings are called the Lords Anointed. And 
not only the Kings of 1ſ-ae!, but even Heathen Kings alſo. /a.45. 
i. Chwus ſaith the Lord 19 his Anointed, even to Circs, Now Corus 
was King of Perſia, Ezra, 1.1. 

6. If yet it be ſaid, that Government, but not the' Form of 
Government, is of God, but of human Choice, &c. I aniwer, 
| ſpeak not of a Government to be formed, and not yetin being z 
but of one eſtabliſhed: and therefore, 1 ſay, the diltinCtion is dan- 


gerons. But how ſhall it be a Power or Government without 1ts 


Form ? Does God make an Ordinance or any thing elſe without 
Form * If ſo, what can you call it ? Itis the Form that gives eve- 
ry thing to be, orat leaſt to be called what it is. Its bad ventu- 
11ng to ſay, that God makes 2n Ordinance, and leaves Man to 
form it, as to the Efſentials of it. And ſeeing no Nation can 
long endure, without Government, nor that Government ſubliſt 
without Form. It ſeems necellary that both be acknowledged to 
be of God ; and conſequently, where the Form of Government: 


is Regal or Kingly, itis of God, and: as fuch to be had in Ho-- 


Nour. 

That God does by his Providence order and permit Men to 
tranjact, order, and ſettle the Mode of Government, in Nations 
which yet are unſetled in that reſpect, docs not: prove that the 
Form or Settlement when made is not of God, or not'to be eſteem-- 
edt; becauſe in ſuch an emergency, the Voice of the People, 
together with God's Providence, mult {herein be acknowledged 


the Voice of God. For thus in an ordinary. way is that Saying true, 
by 


= > Was I RMS iT Z -— cw - 4, 
"3 a. i * wy I OY + L "© " = , a 
: «ly ={ 
« Þr* —_ Tp e nog TER EPA TH i ow ——S l 
regs DET oy, Bos. x CODY CESSDSS F. a "ESO HET "OS = 
SUE IEG; Coat EGG ARE S  ene rs Ot - ——_— rg = - 
” - P - - © ah a. _ 0 Ow gat 


© 45 « -» % bb — -< —_ ————_ 
IS > aces 
en SETS. AE Dy, xt as » 
DS IG WA Fu £uhoe el” LiF" i SAR, 4 eget 
Ss... bs - _ - , £ LY 


0 

30 The Loyal Baptiſt- 

wy me Kings rexgn, and Princes dgcree Fuſtice, By me Princes rule, 
Nadler _—_ the Tudges of the Earth. It Ah the moſt biek 
God which gave Nebuchadnezzar a Kingdom, Majeſty, Glory and 
Honour, Daz. 5. 18. who then may queſtion his Regal Power to be 
of God ? It's ill murmuring, worſe diſputing, worſt of all to fight 
againft God. Surely, if Nebuchadnezzar . muſt have this Honour 
21ven to him as King, even by Daze! that Servant of God,becauſe 
by the Almighty he was thus exalted, altho otherwiſe he was a ſin- 
ful Man, a great Idolater ;' it muſt needs reſolve all doubts that 
may ariſe, about the warrantableneſs of Kingly Government, and- 
all Chriſtians Obedience to it,” with reſpect to all Kings under 
whom they live, whatſoever. 

If it be objeCted, that ſome may uſurp Kingly Government, and 
ſome that have it may abuſe ir. 

I anſwer ; Tho this be true, yet it 1s nothing to the purpoſe ; 
for this 1s incident to all other Forms of Government. And when 
God permits ſuch things, it's uſually for the Sins of the People, as 
it is written, For the Tranſureſſions of a Land, many are the Princes 
thereof, Prov. 28. 2. He gave them a King in his Wrath : But this 
was becauſe Iſrael had rejected God, and his Prophet Samuel. 
Otherwiſe God had promiſed to give his People a King, Numb.23. 
21. Yeazthe Government of ſes himſelf was after a ſort a Regal 
or Kinely Government, Dert. 33. 4, 5. If then it ſo fall out, that 
Kings or other Rulers do oppreſs their SubjeCts, I know no remedy 
for the Subject but Prayers and Tears, that God would turn their 
own Hearts more to his Fear, and the Heart of their Prince to- 
wards them; ( For the Hearts of Kings arc in hs Hands: ) And with 
patient Suffering, and hamble Supplication, to ſeek for Favour. 
For Rebellion mult by no means be admitted, For zt # a5 the Sin of 
Witchcraft; ;, being againſt God, as well as againſt the King, be- 
cauſe it 1s azainſt the Ordinanceof God. And hence Tertullian 
well ſaid, The Chriſtian kows that the Emperor ts conſtituted of God. 
And ſaith the Prophet, 1 have delivered all theſe Countries into the 
Hinds of Nebuchadnezzar > Who then may take them out of his 
Hand ? Surenone but God, who ſets up ane, and puts down ano- 
ther, as pleaſes him. For he that gives can only rightfully take a- 
way, and he doth ſo when Men abuſe what he gives. Mdene, Acne, 
Tekel Upharfin, God hath numbred thy K ingdomand finiſhed it, — and 
given it to the eats and Perſians, Dan. 5. 25, 26. | YN 


- 
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If it be objected from that Paſſage, They have ſer np Kings, and 
»ot by me ;, that Kingly Government is of Man, not of God. 

I anſwer ; This rather proves the contrary, for here a diſorder 
only is reproved in the way of doing that, which. they conld not 
do rightly but by him, that is, God. They fo ſetup-a King, as 
they rejetted Godythat be ſhould not reign over them, 1 Sam. 8.7. Hence 
it was that Samuel gave them that Reproof and Exhortation, 
1 Sam. 12. 20. Ye have done all this Wickedneſs, yet turnnot afide fron: 
following the Lord, but ſerve the Lord with all yowr Heart, But God 
did not deny them a King : No, *but he had given them direction 
how to chuſe them a King, Dent. 17.14, 15, 16. And molt cer- 
tain it is, that of all Civil Governments which God hath ſet up in 
the World, Kingly Government 1s the moſt frequent, and perma- 
nent, ſo far as the Scripture gives any account of this Matter: And 
indeed it holds the ncarelt reſemblance to that Government which 
God himſelf exerciſcQever the Wortd in general; For he 15 King 
of Kings, and his Kifsdom ruleth over all. | 


Let us then come more diretly to the Text, Honour the 
XK 12g. And, 


1. Of the Honour which we owe to his Royal Perton. We muſt 
efteem 1t very highly, and behave our ſelves towards him with that 
tear and Reverence which belongs to him, as placed next unto 
God. My Soy, fear thou the Lord and the King, Prov. 24.21. Crue 
mato Caſar the things which are-Ceſars, and to God the things which 
are Gods. So the Text, Fear God, Honour the King, We ſee the 


King holdeth the next place of Honour unto God. Hence Tertul- 


{zan, perſonating the Chriſtians of his time, ſays, We honour the 
Emperonr as a Man next untoGod. And ſaith Opratue, Above the 
Emperour there is none but God, who made the Emperour. If we will 


"honour the King's Perſon, or eiteem him highly, we muſt not on- 


ly-upon all fit occaſions, give him (with Reverence) his Place and 
Titles of Honour ; but alſo defend his Perſon with the hazard of 
our own, as thoſe did who would not ſuffer King David to ha- 
zard himſelf, ſaying, Thou art worth ten thauſand of us. Let us hate 
to think or ſpeak evil or contemptuouſly of him whom . God - hath 
exalted, and ſet over us: 
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We: find a remarkable Inſtance of true Love and Loyalty to a 
Priacc, 2 Sam. 15. 19, 20, 21. Here tho Ittas was willed by the 
King, not to put himſelf in danger for him, yet he anſwers thus, 
As the Lord liveth, and as my Lord the King liveth, ſurely in what 
place my Lord the King ſhall be, whether in Death, or im Life, even there 
alſo will thy Servant be, This poor exiled Stranger (for ſizh he was) 


ſhall riſe up in Judgment againſt many native Subjects, who have 


done quite contrary hereunto evenin our days. 

2. We muſt Honour himin Love. Sincere Love, and Loyal Aﬀe- 
tion, as he is King, can in no wiſe be wanting in a good Subject : 
Nor can we honour the King heartily, if we do not love him en- 
tirely. Now he that truly loves his Prince, has him much in his 
{crious Thoughts, eſpecially when he prays to the God of Heaven: 
He will not then forget him whom he truly Loves; whom he ho- 
nours in Love. If he love himhe will pray for him 3 perhaps that 
1s all the good he can do his Prince; and in this a mean Subject 
may ſerve his King, as much as any, fo that his Prayer be Serious 
and Godly. It 1s highly obſervable, how the duty of making 
Prayer for all Men, and particularly for Kings and Rulers, with 
Supplication, Interceſlion, and giving of Thanks, is required of 
Chriſtians ; eſpecially of thoſe in the Miniſtry : That by the Mi- 
Niſters conſtant and devout performance of this Duty in behalf of 


all that are in Authority, the Hearts of the People may be more 


endeared towards their Prince, and themſelves hereby inſtructed 
co perform their Duty, and manifeſt their Love to their Gover- 
noursin likemanner, 1 T7. 2. 1,2. And to enforce the Exhor- 
tation to this Duty, the Apoſtle tells us, that it is good and ac- 
ceptable in the ſight of God our Saviour, ver. 3. 

3. The next Demonſtration of honouring the King, ſhall be 
taken from the manner of our Language, and the matter of our 
Diſcourſe when concerned to ſpeak of him, or of his Doings. 
In theſe we muſt hate the thoughts of Scurrility, or reflecting Ex- 
preſlions ; for the Tongue is the Index of the Mind, and we are 
exprelly forbidden to curſe or ſpeak evil of the King, even in our 
Bed-Chamber ; for theſe things are ſo odious, that Providence 
will fight againſt ſuch as do ſo, and the Iniquity of ſuch doings 
will return upon the Offenders : For a Bird in the Air ſhall carry 
the News, and that which bath Wings ſhall tell the Tidings, Eccleſ. 
10. 20. Are they not marked out in Scripture for the worſt ſort 
of Men, that are not afraid to ſpeak evil of Dignities ? More daring, 
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and preſumptuous than Angels, who are great in Authority, and 
may lawfully do more than Men, yet they dare not bring a railing 
Accuſation againſt the Devil, who is the Prince of Darkneſs ; but 
they refer the wrong done to them unto'God, who both can ard 
will rebuke him. But why may not the good Angels rebuke Sa- 
tan ? Why they know (as wicked as he is) he could do nothing 
about the Body of Moſes, nor any thing elſe, without Licenſe 
from the Almighty : He mult indeed be withſtood in his Temp- 
tations, but he mult not be rail'd on it ſeems. And then what man- 
r of Men are they that will take Liberty to rail on their Prin- 
es, If they do not what they would have them? Nay, tho they 
ſhould do Evil, yet mult they in no' wile be evil ſpoken of. Thor 
ſhalt not revile the Gods, nor ſpeak evil, of the Ruler of my People, Ex9d 
22. 25. A0823- 5. h 


Object. Brit have not the Prophets reproved Kings when they aid 
Evil ! : [EY 
I anſwer, Yea; God reproved them by his Prophets frequently. - 
And no doubt that Men of God, ſuch as have Commilſſhon from 
him, may and ought to deal faithfully with.Kings and Rulers, 
when they do that whicn 1s Evil in the fight of thg Lord. Bur : 
this is that which is intolerable, that the Errors or Infirmities of 
Princes ſhould be made the Subject of Mens Diſcourſe : Surely they 
are rather to be lamented before the Lord in ſecret.1s it meet ro ſay 
to a King, Thou art wicked ? and to Princes, Ye are ungodly ? Job 3418. 
The true Sence of theſe Interrogatives is, No. It is by no means 
thus to refle& upon a King. St. Paul having ſpoken raſhly, As 
23. F. correftsand excuſes himſelf, by ſaying, I wiſt nor, Brethren, 
that he was God"s High Prieſt : For it ts written, Thou ſhalt not ſpeak, 
Evil of the Ruler of my People. Let Chriſtians beware of this evil 
Diſeaſe which reigns in theſe days. Let them remember, They are 
bound by Goſpel-Rules to Honour the King, next to God himſelf. 


Thus much of the Hononr which we owe to the King's Perſon. 


Let us now conſider, how we are obliged by Goſpel-Rules to 
obey his Authority. And here; | | 

1. Let the Subject conſider how much God has ſet him below his 
Prince, for Obedience ſeldom: ifJues from a lofty Mind. It's not 


impoſſible for a Subject, in concelit, to be a Prince?s Mate, and 
F | then 
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then Subjetion 1s Death to him. That Paſſage- concerning A7c- 
-phiboſheth, the Son of Jonathan, - 2 Sam. 9. $. was written for our 
Learning, When he conſidered the Majeſty of King David, and 
his own Condition as a Subject; What # thy Servant (faith 
he )that thou ſhowlaſt look pon ſuch a dead Dog as T am ? Such ſelt-aba- 
ſing Thoughts in a Subject (eſpecially thoſe of low degree) does 
argue an Heart iull of delires to honour him whom God hasexalted 
as his King, and a Mind willing to obey him. Let Chriſtians learn 
by this Example. _ 

2. Our Saviour heath led us the rignt way : Grve mito Caſa; 
the things whics) care Coſars. But what things are they ? Why the 
Things which bear his Image and Super ſcription. Whoſe Imave and 
Super ſcription 5 thr; lays Chriit ? They fay, Caſar?s, Therefore, ſaith 
Chriit, Gre wito Caſar, ©c. We may hence fairly infer, that 
whatſoever bears the King's Authority, or i5 required in his name. 

mult be obeyed. Submit your [elves to every Ordinance of Mn, for 
the Lo-d's ſakes, whether it be to the King as Supream, or unto Gouer- 
ours, 4s unto thoſe that are ſent by him, Mark, it they be ſent by 
bim, they bear his Image, or Supericription, they repreſent the 
King ; ſubmit, ſubmur, either Actively or Pailively, here's no re- 
ſitting, for here comes Ce/ar. Only here it muſt be minded, Ca/ar”s 
Superſcription 1s op1y to be put to the.Ordinances of Man. None 
can put a Divine Character upona Law but God ; and we mult 
giveto God the things which are Gods, Divine Obedience, or 
Obedicncein ail divine things,to God ;, Tivil Obedience, or Obe- 
Gdiercc in all civil things,to Ce/ar. Thus has our Saviour divided 
the matter of Chriitiars (ard all Mens) Obedience to God, and 
to C-/ar, Let us hold to this molt jult Settlement,a better cannor 
poſſibly be given. 

3. St. Paul will have Chriſtians SubjeCtion to Cafar, tn procecd 
from them of pure Conſcience, or for Conſcience ſake, Rom. 13. 
0: only Wrath. And ot this Reaſon wills that we give all the Aſ- 
{urance that we can to Princes, that we are heartily their Subjccts ; 
And willingly obedient 1n all things which concerns their Govern- 

ment over us. This Principle of Obedience in the Heart, will 
make cur Obedience to Princesdelightful and durable ; they that 
have this good Principle in them, will never be weary of any rea-- 
{onable Labor, - Service, or Hazard for their King : where it is 
waiting, the ung can put no confidence in them. This is ſo rea- 
{onable, ſo nccellary, that he that hath not fuch an Heart for his 
| | | SOVE= - 
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Sovereign, 1s-unworthy the name of a Subject : He is no Subje&t* 
From this Principle, we are to pay tribute alſo, Ro. 13. 6, 7. and 
not grudgingly. And when Princes ſee Men ready, in conſcience 
of their. Duty, to ſerve them as God's Vicezerents ; how naturally 
w1ll this draw back again the influence of ail Princely Favours ? 
That Prince who 15 thus happy in the Obedience of his Subjects, 
will doubtleſs,as a Loving Father, contrive the beſt to make his | 
Subjects happy under his Government. 

. 4. How clearly 1s our Duty to our Supertors delivered by St. Pazl, 
Tit. 3. 1, &c. Put themin mind is be ſubjet* to Principalities and | 
Powers, to obey Maniſtrates, to be ready to every good work, Let the 
Power be 1n this or the other Form (fer all Nations have not the 
{ame Form of Government) you malt not diſpute that, you muſt 

heariully obey, as becomes Men of a ready Mind, to do the good 
commanded by Magiltrates ; you muſt not ask whether they be 
Heathen Kings, or Chriſtian Kings : You mult obey all Kings or 
Magiſtrates, For they are Gods Miniſters,attending on this very thing 
i.e. the Government vf the World : a very neceſſary thing,with- 
out which human Society cannot {ubltiſt. Here 1s no Limitation 
of time for. your Subjection to Princes, Powers, and Magiſtrates ; 
you are under this Obligation 1o long as St. PanPs Epiſtle to Tis 
is Canonical. Let not then any idle Dream of the change of Diſ- 
penſations ſubvert you from the ſimplicity of the Goſpel-Rules de- 
livered in this great Caſe,in which the Happineſs of Chriſtian Men, 
as ſuch,is much concerned : For, who ſhall harm them if they be careful 
Followers of that which is good ? 1 Pct. 3.13. But if it fo fall out, that 
10twithſtanding your care in this matter, ye muſt ſuffer for righte- 
o1ſneſs ſake, thea happy are ye, &c. tor it]. religious Cbedience 15 
due to God, and muit be paid to him. | 

5- This place, Tv. 3. 1. commands .Chrittians| to be ready to 

every good work, Ovbj. What it the Powers command otherwiſe ? what 
thea ? For anſwer to this, we know we have an Cbligation to | 

obey God antecedent to that of our Ob-dicnce to | Kings (as has 

2en ſhewed.} He commands us to aÞ!:ain from every appearance 

of Evil, 1 Theff. 5.22. Wherefore if the Power {hall be fo unhappy 

to command otherwile, as it {ell out in the caſe of Nebuchadneztar, 
Daz. 5. there the Penalty muit be patiently endured. And tnen 
the Powers are ſtill obeyed. And tho ſome vainly uporaid ns, that 
there either is no ſuch thing as Pallive Obedience ; |or that our Q- 
bedience in this is like the Obedience of a Felon, when he goes " 
E:2 | the 
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| The Loyal Baptiſt, 
the Gallows, &c. Such blind Byaras may be pleaſed to know,the- 


| Felon hath ordinarily nothing to chuſe, but muſt neceſſarily dye : 


whereas the ſuffering Chriſtian has Lite and Liberty offered if he 
will but worſhip ſo, or ſo. Now here he chufes rather to ſuffer, 
than to do that which he conceives (at leaſt) tobe. ſin in the !:ghe 
of God, that ſo he may be a faithful Witneſs for God ; and 
therein a Bleſſing to his Prince and to his Nation, which is his only 
way to ſilence the Ignorance of fooliſh Men ;, whoſe unwary Ob- 
jections reflect not only upon all true Mirtyrs. lince .the World be- 
gan, but upon Chriſt himſelf, who for this cauſe was hated and 
perſecuted, becauſe He bore witneſs to the Truth, Joh. 18. 37. and 
that the Works of the World were Evil, John 7.7. | 

6. But if it ſhould happen that Princes ſhould ſome way intreach upoz 
the Civil Rights of their Subjets ? What then muſt we do ? What then ? 

Why tt is dangerous to contend with them in ſach caſes ; we are 
taught otherwiſe by tne Example of our Saviour, in his direction 
to St. Peter, in the caſe of paying Tribute to the Roman Magi- 
ſtrates, at. 17. 25, 26, 27. For It is evident from this place, 
that our Saviour was not obliged by Law to pay Cuſtom or Tri- 
bute, but was free in that caſe; yet it being demanded, he advi- 
ſes Peter to pay it, both for himſelf, and his Matter : So careful 
was he to avoid Offences, that he will pay Tribute, and adviſes 
his Followers to do it too, tho it be in their own wrong. A good 
precedent to all Chriltians to be humble, and not to contend with 
Authority in or avout indiiterent things: Would God they 
would conſider it. | 

7-. But it may here be demanded, Whether Princes may not 
warrantably puniſh ſuch as ſubmit not to the Religion by them 
eſtabliſhed, from the Example of King Artaxerxes, Fra. 7. 26. 
Whoſoever will not do the Law of thy God, aud the Law of the King, 
let Judgment be executed ſpeedily upon him, whether it be unto Death, 
or to Baniſhment, or to Confiſcation of Goods, or to Impriſonment ? 

[ confeſs, this Objection requires a ſerious Anſwer. And with 
ſubmiſſion to better Judgments, I ſhall ſay a few Things in Anſwer 
to it. And it ſeems by the Scope and Contexture of the Com- 
miſſion given to Ezra by Artaxerxes, that theſe Things are: 
evident : 

- 3, That the king did not himſelf embrace the Religion of the 


Sſewilh Nation, but retained {tll his former Religion ;, for tho he 
_ did fear the God of Z/rae!, yet he never calls him his God, but- 


the 
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the God of Heaven, and the God of Ezra, &c- 

2. Fhat God had by a ſpecial Providence, and Motion from 
himſelf, diſpoſed the Heart of the King of Perſia, to glye free. 
Liberty to the Jews, which were Captives in his Dominions; to go 
forth to ſerve their God ; ver. 13. |1 make a Decree, that all they 
of the People of Iſrael, and of his Prieſts and Levites in my Realm, 
which are minded of their own free Will ro go up to Feruſalem, to go 
with thee, - to do whatſoever ſhall ſeem good to them, after the 
W:ll of your God. 

3. The king does not only give a preſent Supply to Ezra, as 
2 Free-Will-Offerins to the God of 1/racl, verf. 15. but allo pro- 
vides for his neceſlary Supply for the future, ozt of the King's Trea- 
fury, verſ. 20. | 

4. The King fearing the Diſpleaſure of the God of 1ſrael a- 
gain{t himſelf and his Sons, does require Ezra, that whatſoever 
was required by the God of Heaven ſhould be diligently done. 

5. The King alſo.empowers Ezz4 to ſet Magiltrates and Judges. 
over the People, ard in ſo doing, gave Ezra a Magiltratical Power, 
or made him a Magiſtrate; and fo gives Order, that whoſoever 
would not be obedient to him ſhould be puniſhed, wer/. 25, 26. 
This 15 the Sam of the Commillion given to Ezra by the King of. 
Perſia, : 

i all which, nothing appears, that any of his Subjects ſhould 
be compelled to alter their Religion, nor be forced to be all of one | 
Religion : But a free Liberty is given to the Jews, (as well as to 
others ) to ſerve their God according to his Law, and a Reſtraint 
laid-upon them that would hinder them. And Ezra is empowered 
(indeed ) to puniſh thoſe that were under the Law of 44/es, ac- 
cordinz to that Law, if they would not do it and ſuch as with- 
itood his Authority, as a Maziftrate, which he received from the 
King, were to be puniſhed by the Law of the King of Perſza, who 
had the Power of Life and Death in his hand, which the Jewiſh 
Nation had not at this time. | {6 

6. We may learn hence, that it is indeed a bleſſed Thing for 
all Kings to fear the God of Heaven, and to advance the Intereſt 
of Religion in their Dominions ; and 1t 1s as evident, that Religion 
muſt always be ſetled according to the Law of God, with the . 
greatelt Care that may be, and none puniſhed for keeping the Law. 
of God ; but for breaking the Law of God, and the Law of the 


King, which did concur with the Law of God. Here were great 
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Puniſhments aſſigned ; and yet not to be infiſtzd on too raſhly, in 
the Times of the Goſpel,nor in Caſes purely Evangelical, or of the 
Chriſtian Religion, as it is dignited above the Principles of com- 
mon Reaſon and Morality : In theſe Caſes I cannot ſee how it 
ſhoald be in the power of Magiſtrates to compell any againſt their 
\Will, Teeing it's God): not Man, that makes Chriſtians. Epheſ. 

2. ” F e are his WWorkgnaisſhip, creatcd is Chriſt Jeſus wnto good 
Works, which God nath before ordained, that we ſhould walk in cots, 
And God gives none the Privileges of his Children, until they be 
his Children 3 NOr are they his Children, till they be bqrn, mot of 
Blood, nor of Fleſh, nor of the Will of 7Man, but of God, John . 


£2 13. | 

7. Nor muſt we deny, but acxnowledg, that God's Vicegerents 
are # ah zed by the : aligh ty to be Keepers of both Tables, {o' 
as to defend his Sovercignty, and to Cncourage true Religion, a- 


af Arheliits and [dolaters, that worſhip a Creature inſtead of 


- the Creator ; for ſo it1s written, Fob 31. 26, 27, 28. If I beheld 


the Sun when it ſhined, or the Moon w, alking i Briz htneſs 5, and my 
Heart hath been ſccretly cticed, or my Monti hath 's biſſed my Hand ; 
this alſo were ai _—_ to be primijhed by the Judge, for I ſhould have 
aenicd God that is above 


Now let us write ( or deſire the Lord to write ) the Words of 

our Text in our Hearts; #fonour all Men , Love the Brotherhood : 
Fear God; Honour the Kiar, Surely that Chril tian, that ſhali make 
it his Buſineſs to do theſe things heartily, ſhall be acceptable ro God, 
and approved of Mens, there ſhall be #0 occaſion of ſtumbling in bim. 
But if Chriitians be £00 buſy to inſpect Matters of State, or to 
meddle with thoſe that contrive or project any thing to the di- 
{turbance and ſubveriion of the Government in the Kingdoms 
where they live, they ſhall never beable to recommend their Re- 
ligion ( be it never {o good 1n it ſelf) to the acceptance of their 
Governors, nor to obtain from them to be \Vurſing-Fathers to it ; 
but ſhall certainly expoſe t themſelves to the Difpleaſure of God, 
as wellas to the Wra th of Princes. And God himſelf will vindi- 
cate the Honour of his Ordinance of Worldly Government, a 
gainſt ajl that deſpiſe it, as well as againlt all that abuſe their 
Power in It; for there us no Reſpect of Perſons with God. Rom. 
7 SR 


Let 
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Let me therefore exhort you, my Brethren, (as you know it 
has been my manner theſe thirty Years ) to folldty Peace with all 
Men, and Holineſs ;, to ſtudy to be quiet, ard eſpecially in trouble- 
ſom Times ;, to fear the Lord and the King, and meddle not with - 

them that are given to change, Prov. 24.21. Many have undone 
themſelves by itching after Changes in Worldly Government. 
God only. knows what is beſt for you, and for the Nation. They 
that are weary of this, are ſoon weary of that ; few,know what 
- they would have; and who is able to deviſe any thing that will 
pleaſe all Humors, ard ſuit all Intereits ? Bleſs God for your 
Prince, and for the Peace you have enjoyed under him, and pray 
for him, and for all*that are in Authority, that under them ( if 
the Will of God be ſo) you may lead quict and peaceable Lives 
in a!l Godlineſs and Honeſty. They that will not pray for all that 
arc in Authority, do not fear God, for they contemn his Word, 
1 Tim. 2. 1» They do not love, and 1» they cannot honour the 
Kings | 
You are at preſent under Suffering, for the conſciencious per- 
. formance of what you believe to be your Daty towards God in 
Matters of Religion ; humble your ſelves under the mighty Hand 
of God, and futicr patiently what I rials it ſhall pleaſe God to 
exerciſe you under, that ( as onr Apoitle hath it, 1 Per. 1. 7- } 
the Trial of your Faith verng much more precious than that of Gold that 
periſhuh, tho it be tried with Fire, might be found unto Praiſe, and Hy- 
nour, and Glory, at the appearing of TJeſws Chriſt, 1 ſay no mere; 
the Lord direct you. AJMME N. 


OW if ic {hall pleaſe God, co bring this 
faichtul (tho unpoliſhed) Dilcourlerto his 
Jajeſties Royal Hand, 1 do hereby in all 
Humilicy proftrate my felt at his Royal Feer, with. 
this humble Supplication. | 


That it would graciouſly pleaſe 1s Majeſty, according 
to his wonted Goodneſs, and Princely © lemency, to conſider 
and pity the diſtreſſed condition of many of his faithful Sub- 


jects, 
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jets, who diſſent from the Church of England inthe caſe 
of Infant-Baptiſm, and ſome other Ceremonies, and cannot 
in ( onſcience to God conform to them ; nor deny the exer- 


ciſe of their Religion, of which they are convinced, and per- 
ſuaded to be according to the Will of God, 


0 let our Lord the King conſider, that this 1s the great- 
eſt ſtrait that any honeſt Chriſtian can be put upon, either 


to deny what he believes to be true, or profeſs that to be 


true, which he believes to be otherwiſe. 


0 let the God of Heaven be always his Majeſties (lief 
Counſellour ; That by bis direftion be may rightly diſtinguiſh 
between thoſe that are harmleſs in his Realm, and ſuch as 
have abuſed his Kindneſſes (which have been very great, 
and thankfully to be remembred) and that the preſent Se- 
verities againſt the Innocent may be abated and removed, 
left. they be made miſerable in their Native Countrey. 


God Almighty bleſs the King, &c. 
OM 
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Are REVIEWED: 


In ANSWER to Fourteen ARGUMENTS, 
delivered by Mr. Nathaniel Taylor, M. A. 
ina SERMON on 1atth. 28. 19. entituled, 
IIAIAOBA'IITIEMOE OPOOBAIITIEMOE, 

And therewithal, 


The Reaſons of the Separation of the Baptized Believers, 
from the Pedobaptiſts, modeſtly propounded. 


Upon the occaſion of their great and long-continued Sufferings. 


By T. Grantham, a Servant. of Chriſt, 
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AN: 
A P OL OFFS 
FOR 7-6 Mo 
Baptized Believers, &c. 
PRESENTED 


To all Pious and Well-diſpoſed Chriſtians 
in the Church of ENGLAND. 


— 


SECT. b 


Honoured and Beloved * Brethren, 


AO prevent a Miſtake, and to remove an Aſperſion 
& too frequently caſt upon us, be pleaſed to know, 
that tho we ditter from you and others, in ſo 
IN things relating to the Conſtitution and Govern- 
D.. 2 ment of a true Church, yet we do not therefore 
SDTec on arrogate to our ſelves alone the Chriſtian Name, 
nor exalt our ſelves in our Imaginations above 
others ; but do believe and hope, that the Number of the ſaved 
' Ones will be gathered out of all forts of Chriltians, wio heartily 
love God and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and live holily and charita- 
bly among Men, tho they be diverliftied in reſpec of Cere- 
monies, by reaſon of the Place and Government where they live : 
A 2 Yea 


DU IETF 


—_— 


2 In Apology fo? 


Jon nes 


ca, we have Charity for all Men, who are faithful to the Means 
of Grace afforded them, how ſmall ſoever, knowing that our 
Gcd delights in Mercy, and does not exact the utmoſt Farthing of 
any Man. | 
But for all this, as It is certain there hath been abundance of 


* Errors introduced among Chriſtians, ſo it has pleaſed God to raiſe 


up a People ſtill to teſtify againſt them, ( the Memories of whom are 
bleſſed, tho they were. frequently perſecuted.) So we believe it a Du- 
ty. incumbent upon us, to bear our Teſtimony to what Truth we 
know, and not to partake with any in their By-Paths in Life or 
Relieion, and yet endeavour as much as in us lieth, after Unity 
and Concord with all that fear God. and own the Chriſtian Pro- 
teilion. 2 

To which purpoſe we have humbly propoſed what we thought 
concerm'd us, in order to a better Underſtanding ard Compliance, 
in our Friendly Epiſtle to the Biſhops and Miniſters of the Church of 
Exezland, publiſhed ſome Years ago, butthas not been publickly 
taken notice of, till lately one Mr. Taylor, a Perſon of Worth for 
his Integrity, and Zeal for the Proteſtant Intereſt, and for his 
gentle Diſpoſition towards ſuch as fear God, tho difttring from 
him 1a the Caſe of Ceremonies. 

It hath pleaſed him CI ſay to take notice of our ſaid Epiſtle, 
and to offer ſomething in order to. a Compoſure of Differences, which 
| confeſs, with him, to be a thing greatly to be-delired. But then 
he is pleaſed to ſhew us nothing of Mitigation, or Hopes of the 
removal of the Things which hath occaſioned our Ditunion, but 
does rather wholly charge the Cauſe of Diviſion upon us, and 
ſuppoſes our Difference about Baptiſm, to be the chief Cauſe of our 
diffentins from the Church of England. 

But tho this is indeed a matter of great Importance, becauſe 
true Baptiſm 1s antecedent to Church-Communion ; yet that 


. which is greater in our Judgment, is that open Prophaneneſs, 


which, God knows, reigns and rages in the Church of England, 
and therewithal, the utter Neglect of Diſcipline to reform thoſe 
Intquities ;, and alſo that perſecuting Spirit, which appears even 
in too many of the Guides of the Church, by whoſe Cruelty our 
Sufferings have been much augmented. 

For theſe Canſes we have thought our ſelves concerned to make 
this our Chriitian Apology, in which we crave leave to uſe that 
Freedom of Speech which the Matters depending do require. And 


yet, 


the Baptized Believers. 3 


yet, ſecing we mult acknowledg that we are not infallible, (as nei- 
ther docs the Church of England pretend ſo to be ) we ſhall ſpeak 
under CorreQtion, and by "the help of God, with reſolution to 
ſubmit to a clear ConviCtion, if indeed- it ſhall appear, that the 
Things wherein we diilent are j1[tifiabfe onthe part of the Church 

of England ; but till this. be done, it would be Hypocriſy and 
Bak T1eſs in us, to violate our Conſciences in Things pertaining, 
to Religior,, {7 obtain Fayour from Men; for sf we ſhould ſo 
pleaſe Men, we jrould not be the Servants of Chriſt. Gal E 3& . 

Ard we do ther ':2r delire to be heard ar this time z; partly, 

for tiat Mr. 7: -ylor 1 pleaſed to impuate Folly to ns, in ſeparating 
fromthe Church-of E22land, becanlſe we allow of the molt of the 
Thirty Nine Articles; but eſpeciaily being thereunto required by 
ſome of Zminency and. great Authority in the Church of England, 
who allo told: ns, "That unleſs we could ſhew, that the Church of 
England does hold fome Error in point of Faith, or that ſhe does 
prattiſe ſoricthins in ker Religion which: ts finful, we cannot juſtify © 
our Separation from her. And whether we be able on this wiſe 
Lo vindicate our preſent Separation, is the Buſineſs which-we pray 
my be ſeriouily conl! dered. 


—— 


SECT. It; 


A brief Account of tie Reaſons why, the Baptized: 
Believers cannot conform to the Ceremontes of the 
Church of England, 


Eſerving ail due Honour to the Church oF England, fo far as 

ſhe holds the Truth in the Thirty Ninz ANY and as ſhe. 
is a good Fortreſs againlt much Popiſh Superl ation and idolatry; 
we [hall humbly make our Objections in'three Particulars, 


1. Concerning Iufant-Baptiſm. 
2. Concerning her Diſcipline. 
3. Concernlng her Impoſiaz of Ceremonies. 
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From all which we think we may ſafely argue thus : 


It is lawful, juſt, and ncedful, to maintain a prudent 
and friendly Separation from ſuch a Church, as does be- 
lieve, hold, and maintain ſuch Things, as are evi- 
dently and attually deſtructive of that Chriſtian Liberty, 
wherewith Chriſt hath made his Churches free ; and of 
that ſacred Baptiſm, and holy Diſcipline, which Chriſt 
ordained to continue In all Churches to the end of the 
World. 

But the Church of England does believe, hold, and 
maintain ſach Things, as. are evidently and actually 
deitructive of that Chriſtian Liberty, wherewith Chriit 
hath made his Churches free, and of that ſacred Baptiſm, 
and holy Diſcipline, which Chriſt ordained to continue 
in all Charches, to the end of the World. 

Ergo, It is lawful, juſt, and needful to maintain a pru- 
dent and friendly Separation from the Church of Emg- 
land in her preſent Parochial Conſtitution. 


Suppo'ing the 2Zapor is not to be denied by any Chriſtian, we 
ſhall &ydeavour to make good the Armor. 


To begin with Sacred Baptiſm. It is evident from the Scrip- 
ture, and partly from the Confeſſion of the Church. of England, 
that the Things prerequiſite to Baptiſm, on rhe part of every one 
who 15 to be joined with the Church Militant, or to be baptized, 
are theſe: 1. They ought to have the Goſpel preached, or ſome 
way made known to them. 2. To believe the Goſpel. 3. To 

repent of Sin. And, 4. Willinzly to put on Chriſt in Baptiſm. 
Or to ExPr eſs it in ſhort : They are, firit, to be dead with Chriſt ; 
and then, ſecondly, to be buried with Chriſt by Baptiſm. 

Now that the Church of England does hold ſuch Things as are 
evidently and actuaily deſtructive of this __— may in our 
Jad2ment be thus proved : 

She believes, holds, and does teach others to hold: That a 
or the very moſt of her Church-Members are regenerate, _ 
out hearing the Word of-God, without Faith, without Repen- 
tance, or any Knowledg of God , and ſo believes what neither 
We 


the Baptized Believers. 5 
we, nor any Body clſe can underſtand to be true, and errs in 
Faith. 

2. Yet ſhe does not believe that her Members are regenerate at 
all, tiil ſhe croſs or ſprinkle them with Water ; neither does ſhe 
know ( becauſe ſhe has no ground to believe ) that Infants are 
thereby made anew, ſo as to become the Children of God, and 
Heirs of Heaven ; and believing this without paſlibility. ( ordi- 
narily ) to know it to be true, the errs in Faith. 

3. She believes, and maintains, that thoſe ought to be 
baptized, whom ſhe knows do not, cannot believe, nor repent, 
nor in any meaſure know God, nor any Duty of Religion ; and 
herein ſhe errs ( as we concelve) concerning the Faith. 

4. She believes and maintains, that Sponſors do believe and re- 
pent for Infants, or that Infants do perform Faithand Repentance 
by their Sponſors*; ard bclieving theſe things, and teaching her 
Youth to believe them, without any ground from the Word of 
God, ſhe believes amiſs, or errs 1n Faith. 

5. She holds, that Perſons may lawfully be baptized when they 
are. aſleep, and does aftually pretend to baptize Infants when they 
are aſkep, which we think verily muſt needs be a very great Error 
both in Faith and Practice. 

6. She believes, holds, and maintains, that Crofling or Sprink-- 
ling is a lawful way of Baptizing, when indecd it is no Baptizing 
at all. Inſomuch as thoſe that uſe that Mode, dare not ſpcak as 
they att, ſaying, 7 ſprinkle thee in the Name, &c. their Conſcience 
bearing them witneſs, that the ſacred Act of. baptizing in - the 
Name, &c. cannot be expreſſed by the. word, Sprauking + They . 
therefore believing whatthey know is not true in this matter, mu? 
needs err in Faith, as well as in their Pratace. Ard this Eto? 
has in a manner deſtroyed the. way of Baptizing uſed by 7e/ 
Baptiff,, Chriſt and his Apoſtles. q | 

7. Thus tho we grant, that the Church of Ezg/u2d: is ro le% 
zealous for the Doctrine of Baptiſm than our ſelves, yet 1t is appr 
parent to us, that ſhe hath accidentally loſt this holy Ordinance, 
both in reſpect of the Subject and Magner of i, and in the due 
Hfe and Endof it, . which was not appointed ( nor hitted ) io re- 
ceive new-boru Infants into: the Church Militant. And by this 
unwarrantable Changerſhe has defaced the State, and lolt the Praite 
of a true Church, 1 Co#. 11. 2, becauſe ſhe has not kept this Or - 
dinance, as.it was delivered by Chriſt and his Apo:/tlcs ; but hath 


tathe: 


An Apslogy fo? 
rather ſuppreſſed it, and much-oppreſled thoſe that labour to re- 
ſtore it to its due Uſe and Practice in all Churches, which is a great 

| Aggravation of all theſe her Errors in Faith and Practice, con- 

. cerning Sacred Baptiim. 
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| ( oncerning Diſcipline. 


Hat manner of 'Diſcipline the Church of Chrif ovght to 
obſerve, 15 ſufficiently declared, Marth, 18, i Co. 5. 
2 Trefſ. 3. Tit. 3. and other places. and it 1sVery well cx pref- 
ied by a Miniſter of the Thurch of Enyland, in his Def ice of the 
Thirty Nine Articles of the Church of England, 1: theſe Words : 
The manner of proceeding in Excommunication is, t#ſt by gentle Admo- 
. nition, and that once or twice, gwven with the Spit of Methnſs, even 
a a'Brother, if the Fault be not notoriouſly known , and nex:, oy cpen 
Reprehenſion ;, afterward by publick Sentence of the Church, io put him 
from the Company of the Faithful, to deliver him to Satan, to denvimce 
him an Heathen, and a Publican, if no idronitien will ſerve, and 
the Crimes and Perſons be very offenſrve. Thus he. 
And to this D:ſcipline we can heartily ſubſcribe, it b*i +> indeed 
the very ſame whichis religiouſly obſerved by the Bapuzcd Belic- 
 vers1n this Age and Nation. 
But where now ſhall this.D:ſcip!;ze be found in the Church of 
| | England? Does any one Allembly, or Court, oi the Church of 
6 - England obſcrve it ? Or does ſhe not practiſe that in her Courts, 
# which 1s too evidently deſtructive of it ? For ſo far as we can 
underitand,inſtead of this brotherly Admonition, Men are clande- 
ſtinely preſented and-accuſed, and ofren excommunicated for they 
know not what. What Man is now taught or bound by any Order 
of the Churchof Ezgland, that in caſe his Brother treſpa1s agaiaſt 
him, by defaming his Reputation, oifering Injury to his Perſon, 
or by wronging him in his Subſtance, to take that brotherly Courſe 
preſcribed to all Chriſtians, Mat. 18.? Or if he would rake this 
Courſe, what Congregation is empowred or allowed to hear or 
cctcrmine the Strife, as Sin 1s in ſuch caſes committed againſt God ? 
we 
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the Baptized Believers. 

We ſee not how it is poſlible for the Offended, to do his Duty in 
an orderly way to the Offender ; if he go about it, he ſhall pro- 
bably be derided both by Teacher and People : So far is he from 
obtaining Juſtice againſt the Ottender, .1a any Congregation of 
the Church of Exgland, becauſe the ancient Diſcipline 1s an un- 
known thing to the People generally. And for want of this. 
Chriſtian Government, are Men continually expoſed to Suits and 
Troubles in Courts of Law, wherein the Poor can have ſmall 
Help; as it is written, Eccleſ. 5.8. (old Tranſlation ) IF thou 
ſeeſt the Poor to be oppreſſed, marvel not, for one great 
Man keepeth touch with another, and the mighty Men are in Authority 
over the Poor, | 

3. But that which is more grievous : We do not ſee that open 
' Prophaneneſs can be met with, or ſuppreſſed by your Diſcipline : 
For ſuppoſe a Man be given to Swearing, Lying, Drunkenneſs, * 
and laſcivious Talking, ( as God knows, a great Number of the 
Members of the Church of England are known to be ſuch ) your 
Diſcipline ſeems to have no power in ſuch Caſes : for thus faith 
one of your own Miniſters : | | 

Who minds Canon 109, that prohibits common Smearers, 
common Drunkards, motorious Whoremaſters, and Whores, &c. 
from the bleſſed Sacrament of the Lord's Supper ? Do not even Biſhops 
hear Men ſwear a thouſand Oaths, and either do not, or dare not uſe 
any Diſcipline againſt them ? 

But now if a gnod Man do not ſtand up, and bow to the Altar 
at the Name of Jeſus, when the Creed is read, becauſe he dares 
not pay greater Reverence ( in a religious way ) to any Wri- 
ting, than he pays to the Ibly Scriptures ; If he dares not uſe 
the Sign of the Croſs in Baptiſm, nor ſprinkle his Child, &c. then 
ſhall he be proſecuted as a great Sinner, caſt to the Devil, and 
laid in Priſon; yea, he is ſentenced already : For in Cazon 6. 
thus we read : Whoſoever ſhall affirm, that the Rites and Ceremonies 
of the Church of England are-- ſuperſtitions, or ſuch -- as Men who ate 
zealouſly and godlily affetted, may not with any good Conſcience approve 
them, uſe them, or as Occaſion requireth, ſubſcribe unto them ;, let him 
be excommunicated-ipſo fatogand not reſtored, until he repent, and pub- 
lickly revoke ſuch his wicked Errors. | 

4. Thus ( as we conceive ) the Diſcipline of Righteouſneſs, 
Mercy, and Charity, eſtabliſhed by Chrilt, 1s laid aſide; and a 
Mercenary Court.ſet up, holding the Tracy of Men, inſtead 
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of Chriſt*s Inftitutions, in Ecclefiaſtical Government, who alſo 
live voluptuouſly upon the Sins of the People. But as for the Re- 
formation of evil Manners, or the making Peace and Concord, 
alas ! it is not ſonght for, nor indeed expetted;from theſe Courts. 
And as the Reverend Grofthead ſaid at Rome, when he faw all 
things ruled by Money, ſo may I fay of the Courts under confide- 
ration, O Money, Money, what wilt thou not do there? As for the 
opprobrious Language prohibited by the Canon, we think it un- 
comely: for any to uſe it, tho we dillent from the Ceremontes 
themſelves. | 


SET TY, 
Concerning Impoſmg of Ceremonies. 


b; LL Divine Ceremonies ordained by Chriſt, or his Apoſtles, 
we revcrence, and religioully obſerve gnd keep, as they 
were delivercd. , | 

2. That any Church ſince their days, hath juſt power to make 
and ordain Divine Ceremonies, to be any nece!fary parts of the 
Worſhip of God, we ſee no ground to.believe ; much leſs, that 
ſuch Ceremonies may lawfully be impoſed under pain of Excom- 
munication, Baniſhment, Impriſonment, Loſs of Eſtate and Life. 
For tho It is certain, God has given power to the Rulers of the 
World, to make, change, or diſannul Laws in point of Civil 
Government; yet we believe all the Power on Earth cannot make 
one Inſtitute or Divine Ceremony in Religion. And therefore we 
cannot but think the Church of Ezgiand erred from the Rule of 
Righteouſneſs, in decreeing Rites and Ceremonies which God has 
rot commanded. | : 

3. For when we ſee how ſharply fome were reprehended by 
St. Paul, for bringing the Chriſtian Churches in Galaria under 
ſome Legal Ceremonies, which once had a divine Original and 
Uſe in the Church of God, as Irvaders of the Liberty wherewith 


_ Chriſt had made them free 5; averring alſo, That if they were ſub- 


gett to them, C hriſt ſhould profit them nothing. Gal.5.1,2. We can 
fee no ground to free the Proteſtants from Sin, who either 
| take 
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take up Scriptureleſs Ceremenies from the Papiſts, or invent 

Ceremonies themſelves ; but” leaſt of all, when they force Men,. 

will they, null they,” to contorm-to ſuch Ceremonies, or elſe to be 

ejected, and delivered up to Satan. And ſurely it was very un- 

reaſonable for her Biſhops to conſent to a Law, 

that pious Men, only diſſenting in theſe things See the 35th of 

from the Church of Enzland, ſhould be baniſhed, Elizabeth. 

or elſe hanged as.-Felons, without Benefit of the 

Clergy. And we humbly defire, that the Severity of that Law 

may be coniidered and mitigated. 

4. Butif it (hall be ſaid, That the Ceremonies of the Church of 

England, ( as theSprinkling of Infants, the Sign of the Cro/s in 

Baptiſm, bowing to the Altar, to name no more at preſent) are 

not {inful ; then how ſhall we be ever able toreprove a Papilt, for 

uling holy Water, bowing to the Image of Chritt ? &c. 
Certainly, if we mult ſubmit to the Cerementes of the Charch 

of England, in her preſent Conſtitution, we muſt: ſubmit to theirs 


too, where they have power on their ſide to enforce them. Bur 
he that iha!l imparrially conſider what a learned Proteſtant hath 


{aid of the Sinfulneſs of that one Ceremony of the Sign of the 
Croſs in Baptiſm, 1n his Book entituled, Againſt Symbolizings with 
Antichriſt im Ceremomes, will ſee great cauſe to ayoid touching 
with any ſuch Inventions, however they may be ſuppoſed to have 
had an harmleſs Uſe among Chrift:ans at rhe firit.' 

But who ſees nor, that when ſuch Ceremonies have got the Re- 
putation of Religion upon them, and are forced on by humane 
Laws, what incredible Miſertes they have brought upon the Chr:- 
ftian World ? How have they lorded it over Kings and King- 
doms, over the Eſtates, Liberties and Lives of Chriltians * Who 
ſees not, that being thus ſet up, they are ſometimes more ſer by, 
than ſincere Faith, and an holy Life ? as if all trueReligion (and 
Loyalty too) were only to be jadged of according *to - Mens Sub- 
miſſion to thoſe Humane Innovations. For it 1s notorious, even in 
this our Land,that let a Man but conform to all the Ceremonics,he 
ſhall live honourably, let his Life bz never fo debanched almoſt : 
But let a Man refuſe theſe Ceremonies, aur of conſcience to God, 
becauſe they are not from Heaven, then he is Envy*s Mark, let 
his Life be never ſo juſt and harmleſs. Sch Effefts ſhould lead 
as to conſider what the Cauſes are. 
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And becauſe we ate ſpeaking of Ceremonies, we crave leave to 
enquire, What means the Ceremony of the Ring in Marriage? Why 
are we forced not only to uſe it, but to uſe it #2 the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy-Ghoſt? The Church of 
Enzland blames the Papilts for ſaying Marriage is a Sacrament ; 
but ſhall we then make a Sacrament of a Ring ? Sureyou make 
the Ring as ſacred in Marriage, as you make thg Water in Bap- 
tiſm. Such Uſages as theſe, we fear, ,give the Papilts too much 
cauſe to- uſe this Specch, A Preteſtant 15 but a Papiſt ſcar'd out 
of his Wits. 

It is not then any thing of Prejudice or Oblinacy, which makes 
us to ſtand off from the Communion of the Church of England, . but 
an unfeigned Deſire to ſerve God aright, and a godly Fear, leſt 
by touching with theſe unwritten T raditions, we ſhould bring our 
Souls under Guilt in the ſight of God. Howbeit, if any can con- 
vince us, that the Church of England is juſtifable in theſe things 
here obje&ted, we ſhall ſuſpect our felves. to be miltaken in other 
things, which we here mention not. | 

Now may it pleaſe the God of Heaven, to put it into the Hearts 
of the Guides of the Church. ef England, to conſider theſe things. 

1. That none of theſe Ceremonies about which we differ from them, 
are required of Chriſtians in the Holy Scriptures, And that there- | 
fore, | : : 

2. To enforce them by Excommunication and' Penal Laws npon the 
Conſciences of Men, 1 more than God requires. of youy' or any Body 
elſe. | / 

AP ſurely if the-making theſe things neceſſary to our Commu- 
pion were but removed, fo that Things which are not delivered 
in the Word of God were left at liberty, we ſhould not ſtand ar 
ſo great a diſtance from the Church of England, as naw we do : 
For tho we are verily perſuaded, that-theſe Things objetted a- 
eainſt by us are Errors, and therefore prudently to be amended ; 
yet we believe the impoſing of them is a thouſand times more of- 
fenſive in the ſight of God, and more grievous to the Souls of Men, 
becauſe Cas we conceive) God's Authority is then uſurped by 


Man, and Mens Fear towards him is then taught by the Precepts 


of Men. 

Ard yet we know, and indeed muſt confeſs, that many Things, 
as to-the more conventent performance of Religious Services in a 
Church-way, are left to the Prudence of the Church, guided 

| therein 
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therein by the general Rules: in the Word of God ; and ſome 
Things alſo ( which are not of the Eſſence: of Chriſtianity ) will 
ſeem doubtful to ſome, and clear to others. And therefore there 
will be a continual Necellity of brotherly Forbearance one to- 
wards another, in ſome ſinleſs Ceremonies, as many Things may 

e ſo eſteemed, whillt not made the Bonndartes of Communion, 
and forced up5n Chriltiahs againſt their Gonſcitences. For Exam- 
ple: tho Sitting be. the molt fafe Geſture at the Lord's Table, be- 
cauſe neareſt ro ChrilPs Example; yer if any in Humility, and 
of Devotion to God, think It their Duty to recclve kneeling, this 
ſurely cannot juſtly offend any Chriltian. And' thus alſo bowing 
at the Name of Jeſus, being left at liberty, when, where, and 
upon what occaiion the Conſcience of a Chriſtian may be moſt 
prelſed to do it, need not offend any, tho itvis apparent ſuch 
bowing'13 not th2 meaning of the Text, Phz/. 2.10. And thz 
ſame may be ſaid of well-compoſed- Prayers ; ſo that ſtill ſuch 
Forms be uſed as a matter of Chriſtian Liberty, and not impoſed 
. by Law as neceilary. 

And could Things be managed with ſuch Moderation, ( as cer- 
tainly-the State of the Inhabitants of this Land does mich call for 
It) in a friendly and brotherly Spirtt, ?tis hoped our Animo!ines 
would abate, and Charity would'endear all that are uprizht to-- 
wards God one tqwards another, tho labouring under rany _- 
Weakneſles,or dark Circumſtances. But whillt one Party ſtand; 
up with a Sword in their hand, or. with pawer to thruſt Men into 
Goal, and rifle their Eſtates, unleſs they will all ſubmit to 
their Will and Pleaſure, not only without, but perhaps in ſome 
things againſt the Word of God, ( rhe pretended Rule to all Pro- 
reftants in Matters of Religion ) this lays a Neceſlity upon all that: 
arc of Noble and truly Chriſtian Spirits, to teſtify againſt ſuch: 
Cruelty, and unmanly Proceedings, anU'to a{lert the true Chriltta 1 
1otrine and Liberty, and Chritt's Sovereign Authority only, t »: 
make Laws for his Church, as ſuch, altho for ſo doing they ſutte- 
the Loſs of all Things. which are dear to them 1n this World ;- - 
and therewithal, to ſtand of from the Commanion of ſuch an- 
reaſonable Mien, as haye nat learned ta do to others, as they 
would have others to do to them under their diifering Opinions, 
when in a ſtate of $1bj::tion t> thoſe who differ from the n. | 


”"Y 


CO PIES UPTON ago A RET ou EEE FLEE. TATE 
gp apes. w Morey = yo fats ron Eqs ARE" Wap 
- PIITY 


12 An Apology fo2 


T hus mnch bri:fly of the Reaſons or Cauſes of our Separation. 
We will now conſider - what | Mr. 1V. Taylor brings to make 
good Pedobapriſm. And the rather,becauſe he ſays he has defend- 
ed Infant-Baptiſm 59th by Scripture and Reaſon. 


Let us hear how he doth this. 


———_ 


——— 


—— 


Mr. NATHANIEL Tavyrlok's Fourteen 4r- 
guments for Infant-Baptiſm, conſidered and an- 
ſwered. OY 
Ee * 


B Efore we anſwer his Arguments, we will take notice of ſome 
of his Concellions. And, | 


1. He ſaith, Baptiſm of Water 7s not abſolutely neceſſary to Salva- 
£107, PAY. 2. | =: 

2, He tells us, St. Paul joins the Word of God with this Baptiſm, in 
order to the purifyiag ChriſPs Church, that atting on the Soul, © and this 
terminating on the Body. And that St. Peter's Afſertion ts clear that it 
7s not Water purifying the Fleſh, but the anſwer of a good Conſcience to- 
wards God that ſaveth. pag. 7. | - 

3. He tells us alſo, That the premiſing the Word DISCIPLE 
(Matth. 28. 19.) :mplies none toe capable of Bajtiſm, who are not 
Diſciples of Chriſt, and Members of the Church. pag. 10. 

4. And further, That Chriſt would have his Ordinances performed 
by an external Adminiſtration, wherein the ſubject might be in the near- 
eft capacity of underſtanding. pag. 81, 82. | 

5- He grants, That Chuldrens| Baptiſm, and Church-emberſlip, 
are not mentioned in the New Teſtament. pag. 51. 


From all which a Man may very fairly argue, and conclude a- 


; gainſt Infant-Baptiſm thus. 


If Infants are undoubtedly ſaved without Baptiſm ; and are 
Members of ChriſPs Church without Baptiſm, and that the Word 
of God mult act upon the Soul in true Baptiſm, ſo as that the Sub- 
ject of Baptiſm mult have the anſwer of a good Conſcience : _ 

| 1 


«eb 


_ tat 


the Baptized Believers. «13 
it none be capable of Baptiſm, till they be Diſciples of Chriſt, ac- 
cording to Matth. 28. 19. and ought to be in the nearelt capacity 
of underſtanding what 1s done in the external adminiſtration of 
Baptiſin. And if Infant-Church-Memberthip and Baptiſm be not 
mentioned in the New Teſtament; then Infants ought not to be 
baptized. | . 

But all this is true, ſaith Mr. Taylor : Y Therefore I conclude In- 
fants ought not to be baptized. And thus his Book ( I will not 
ſay (as he) may be ſoon blown away ; but it) may ſeem to be 
ſoon anſwered : And his learned Title very unſuitable. For how 
ſhal HAIAOBAHTIEMOE be OPOOBATIITIEMOE, 
when It is not me:tion'd in the new Teſtament ; can that be Or- 
thodoxal Baptiſm which 1s not mentioned there ? . Sure this is in- 
credible. | 


But let us hear his Arguments, by which he undertakes to 2:d/- 
cate Tifant-Baptiſin both by Scripture and Reaſon. 


Mr. Taylor's Argument 1. 


If our Chriſtian Privileges be as great as thee Jews were.then our Chil- 
dren are nightly baptized: But our Chriſtian Privileges are as great as 
the Jews were + Therefore our Children are rightly Baptized. 


ANSWER, 


Becauſe Mr. Taylor ſays he ofters his Reaſons for Infant-Baptiſm, 
in order to a compoſure of Difterences, and I dobelieve,he means 
as he ſays; I ſhall therefore endeavour to anſwer them with all . 
Love and Sincerity, as becomes a Chriſtian. And, I fay, 

1. That upon a fair Diitinction, both Propoſitions may be de- 
nied. For, if the Queſtion be of external Privileges only ; then 
whether we reſpect outward Advantages :n the World, or Rites 
and Ceremonies in the Church pertinent to Infants ; . the Adior 1s, 
to be denied : for the Fews were under a ſure Promiſe of a frutta] 
Land, and external Peace and Glory, as a Nation, whilit they 
did truly walk according to the Laws of God,' of which Advanta- 
ges their Children were partakers as well as others. But oa taz 
other ſide, the Chriſtian Church by kaw much ſhe is more _ 
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1.4 An Apal:gp fo? | 
by ſo much the more 13 ſhe ſubject to Perſecution :: As may be ſeen 
in the differing eſtate of the faichful Church at Smyrna, Rev 2.849, 
and the uniairbful Church at Laodrcea, Kev. 3.17, Or If we res 
reſpect Rires and Ceremonies, then tis certain, even 16 the Judg- 
| ment of a!l Chriſtians, the Jews had more Cere- 
Luk, 2. 22; monies belonging to their Infarts, tin belongs to 
2 3, 24 Chriſtan Infants. For beſides the Rite of Circum- 
Exod. 13. 2. Ciffon,there was an Offering to be offered for them, 


| Lev.c. 12. ard they were to be preſented in the Temple, and 


to partake of the Paſſover, Exod. 12. 47, 48. (and 

therefore Mr. Taylor does ul] to deny it, pag. 92.) Whereas the 

Pedobaptiſts only contend for the external Rite of Baptiſm to belong 
20 their Infants. | | 

But if by the Word Przvleges in the Argument be meant ſome 

higher thing than external Ceremonies, then the 4:»or 1s true : 

For as'God was gracious to Infants in the Jewiſh Nation, as to the 


Buſineſs of Salvation : 'So is he ſuch to the Infarts of every Chri- 


ſtian Nation in the World. | 
But if now you be diſpleaſed, becauſe I do not prefer, or at leaſt 
equalize Chriſtians Infants with Jewtſhh Infants, in reſpect of ex- 
ternal Ceremonies. Then let me freely tell yqu,that I dobelieve the 
Privileges of Chriſtians is greater than the Jews, even in this, thar 
God accepts our Infants to his Grace, and to Glory, without impo- 
ſiag the Burthen of any Ceremony at all upon them. For ſeeing he has by 
the Goſpel taken away that bloody Ceremony of CircumGlion, 
and by our Lord Chriſt declared Infants to have right to the King- 
dom of Heaven, without-impoling any Ceremony upon them in- 
ſtead of Circumciſion, I {ay, herein our Privileges are greater than 
the Jews; and in this Senſe I confirm your or. But then I den 
the Conſequence of your Major : For you may plainly ſee that our 
Chriſtian Privileges (when compared with the Jews) ſtand not 
in having external Ceremonies,but.rather in being freed from them. 


Even as 4t cannot be doubted but that the Children of Serh, Henoch, 


and Neah, &©c. had as great Privileges as the Jews, and yet it is 
certain [and plainly confeſſed by Auguſtine] that they had no Cere- 
mony or ſign of Regeneration belonging to them that we read of 
Ang. de Civ. Dei, lib. 15. cap. 16. _ 

Thus your chief Fort being demoliſhed, what Reaſons you 
bring to defend it ſignifie nothing ; however we ſhall meet with 
them n the following Arguments. 


Mr. 


"IF —_ 


the Baptized Believers, 


Mr. Taylor's Argument 2. 


T hoſe who were Circumciſed under the Law, may be baptized undey 
the Goſpel - But Children were Circumciſed tender the Law : Therefore | 
they may be baptized under the Goſpel. 


ANSWER. 


1. I anſwer to the Major. If by Thoſe] you mean all thoſe 
that were Circumciſed under the Law : Then the Aajor is not 
true. For firſt,all Male-Servants which were bought with Money, 
mult zeeds be Circumciſed,they might not elſe dwell in the Family: 
(Gen. 17..12, 13, 14. Exod. 12. 44, 48, 49.) But no ſuch impo- 
ſition is laid upon Families under the Goſpel, 1 Cox. 7. 

2. If by [Thoſe] you mean Infants, then I deny your ajor : 
For tho Infants were Circumciſed under the Law, it does not 
follow that Infants may be Baptized under the Goſpel: Nor do 
your Arguments, brought to make it good, prove it at all. For, 

1. Tho Baptiſm ſucceeds Circumcilion as the Sacrament of in- 
itiation, yet it does not follow, that the ſame Perſons, or Perſons 
no otherwiſe qualified than the Infants of the Jews, or Servants 
bought with Money, are tobe admitted to Baptiſm; becauſe»Cir- 
cumciſfion belonged to the natural Seed of Abraham as ſuch, whe- 
ther in the Covenant or no (as in the caſe of hmael,) and to his 
Servants as ſuch. But Baptiſm being the Sacrament or waſhing of 
Regeneration,belongs to thoſe who are born from above (as ſuch); 
Hence *tis ſaid, Gal. 3. 28. We are Abraham's Seed, becanſe we tre 
ChriſtPs, ſo, as to have crucified the Fleſh with the Aﬀeitions and Luſts: 
Gal. 4. 24. And not that they are Chriſt*s, becauſe they are Abra- 
hams Seed. This vaſt difference therefore between the Commu- 
nicants of the Church Jewiſh, and the Church Chriſtian, ſhews a 
great difference between the carnal Ordinances of the Law, and 
the ſpiritual Ordinances of the Goſpel : fo that it is no good ar- 


 guing from Infants Right to the one, to their Right tothe other. 


2. You ſay our Children are as capable of being Baptized, as the 
Fews were of being Circumciſed. But this is denied : for the Jews 
had a Command to Circumcilſe Infants, and that made them capa- 
ble of that Ceremony z but without - Command none were m—_ 

. 0 
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of it : For ſome Infants might be'as capable of Circumciſion in 
reſpect of Strength, on the ſeventh Day, as others on the eighth 
Day ; but the Command not empowering any tocircumciſe till the 
eighth Day, made all Children that died before the eighth Day 
ancapable of Circumciſion. Again, you will not ſay that any 
Man, as ſuch only, 1s capable of Baptiſm, becauſe you grant they 
mult firſt be Diſciples, and, as ſuch, baptized. Nor will you ſav, 
that all Infants,as ſuch only, may be baptized, becauſe you do not 
think God has required the Infants of the Turks to be baptized. 
So then, unlels you can ſhew that God has required our Infants 
to be baptized, they have no capacity for it. We conclude then, 
whatever may be urged as a Capacity for Baptiſm, yet without a 
Command from God, to baprtize our [nfants,is meer Will-Vorſhip 
and Preſumption. : 

' 3. You ſay, That the Precept of receivins Parent and Child into 
Covenant ſtands unrepealed to this day. Burt It by receiving into 
Covenant, you mean a recelving to the Datics of the Covenart. 
what you ſay is not true ; for the: Covenant of Circumciſion js re- 
pealed. Gal.5.2. Behold, I Paul ſay unto you, If ye be circumciſed, 
Chriſt ſhall profit you nothing; And there was never any Covenant, 
but the Covenant of Circumciſion, which obliged Parents to bring 
their Infants to the Ceremonies of Religion : So then Infants are 
not under the Burthen of any Ceremonies of Religion at this day. 
I marvel you ſhould here ſay, There is no Countermand of the ancient 
Jewiſh Prattice of recerving Children to Circumciſion. Either the 
Printer has wrong?d you, or elſe you hold the Jews are yet bound: 
to circumciſe their Iniants. 

4. You argue from Chriſt*s being propeſed 2s Mediator of a better 
Eovenant., that therefore this great Privilege ( you mean, bringing 
Infants to Ceremonies, of Religion ) 7s ot repealed. But the 
Truth is far otherwiſe ; for the Covenant of Chriſt as Mediator, 
is therefore better than the Covenant of the Law, betauſe he. has 
taken theſe Ceremonies out of the way, and accepts poor Infants 
without any other Ceremony inſtead of them ; yea, the Covenant 
is therefore better to Believers themſelves, in that they are obli- 
aed but to a very few Ceremonies, whilſt the Jews laboured un- 
der a burthenſom Yoke of many Ceremonies. And if your way 
of arguing were good, it would prove, that the Goſpel is worſe 
to Believers, than the Law was to the agult Jews, becauſe they 
had abundance of Religious Privileges, to wit, Ceremonies, and 

Belic- 


the Bapttzen Believers. 17 
Believers have bat a very few. Now: who would think, that: 
| wiſe and good Men ſhould thus grope at Noon-day ? 

5. You quote As 2. 38, 39. and lay, that this Text expreſly 
avers your Conclalion. Bur 1t 1s certain, the Promiſe there,ls not 
of bringing Infantsto any Ceremonies, and {6 does not at all ta- 
vour your Concluſion ; for the Promiſe being of the pouring out 
of tne Gifts of the Holy-Ghoit, according to the Prophecy of 
 Foel, concerns not Infants in Infancy, faich Dr. Fer. Taylor, And 
as for the Precept 1n the Text, { to' wit, Repent, and be baptized 
every one of you, ] tis as certain that concerns not Infants; for In- 
fants are jult Perſons, which need no Repentance, and conſe- 
quently as little need the Baptiſm of Repenrance. I rather there- 
fore adhere to Dr. Fer. Taylor, *than to Mr. Nath. Taylor in this 
Caſe; and 1 find that Eraſmzwzs and Diedate do expound this Text 
as we do. 

6. Now, Sir, your great Strait ſeems to be this: You think 
_ the Children of: Heathens have-as great Privileges as we allow to 

the Infants of Chriſtians. Let me anſwer freely ; I do believe, 

that through the Grace of Chrilt their Infants, dying ſuch, are in 
as ſure a capacity for Salvation as our Infants. And why ſhould 
this offend, that ſeeing. Infants are equally concluded under Sin 
in the firſt Adam, God ſhould have equally Mercy upon them in 
the ſecond Adam. Nay, does not Mr. Taylor himſelf tell us, p. 4. 
That it's dreadful to believe, that all Infants which ate unbaptized, are 
damned, And that any of them ſhall be damned, he cannot prove, 
ſeeing he ſays, He-cannot implead them of Sin, in not being baptized, 
being not capable of deſiring it, Well, I thank him for this, and 
ſhall requite him by granting,Chriſtians Infants are more happy in 
ſome gracious reſpects, than the Infants of the Heathen, being 
the Seed of many Prayers, and piouſly devoted therein to Almigh- 
ty God from the Womb, and have the Advantage of an early Edu- 
cation in the Chriſtian Religion, that they may be as timely bap-. 
tized as may be : On the other lide, the Infants of the Heathens 
are perhaps devoted to Idols, as the Jews did ſometimes devote 
theirs to loch. But yet, as we do not think that God ſent the 
Jews Infants to burn in Hell, becauſe their Parents burnt them to 
loch ;, fo neither ought we to think, that he will punith the In- 
fants of the Heathen with Devys, becauſe their Parents devoted 
them to Idols ; for as for poor Infants, what have they done ? 


&.3 55:17. You 
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7. You anſwer not our Objections, by ſaying/ The Covenant of 
Grace, Gen. 17. 10, 13. ts permanent to the Worlds ed, &c. For tho 
this were true, yet that the Ceremonies whicthere accompany 
that Covenant, were tocontinue to the World*s End, and ſhould 
pertain to Infants to the World*s End, you neither believe your 
- Telf, nor can any Man prove, that any Ceremonies by Order from 
Chriſt ſhould belong to Infants to the World's end, ſeeing ir is 
granted, that Infant-Baptiſm 1s not mentioned in the New-Teſta- 
ment. And if I yield you your five Conſiderations following, 
pag. 33. I do not ſee that you gain any thing as to the P6int in 
queſtion 3 I therefore proceed. . 

8. I think you miſtake, where you write that we ſay, Thoſe 
that had Right to Circumciſion were a ſpiritual Seed ;, for we know 
that the Carnal Seed had Right to it : What therefore you would 
build npon this Miſtake falls of it ſelf. But whereas you would 
infer, that Baptiſm, as well as Circumciſion, belongs to the carnal 
Seed, it is certainly a great Error. It is true, ſome that are Hy- 
pocrites may come to Sacred Baptiſm, but then they profeſs ( at 
leaſt ) to be otherwiſe, and are not admitted as Hypocrites, nor 
as Men only, ( as you ſeem to urge, Numb. 2, p. 34. ) but as 
they declare themſelves Chriſtians, or ſpiritual. And therefore it 
is ſaid of the whole Church, Te are all the Sons of God by Faith in 
Chriſt Feſus \, for as many as have been baptized into Chriſt, have put 
on Chriſt. Gal. 3. 26, 27. And again, Col.2. Te are circumciſed 
with the Circumciſion made without hands, in putting off the Body of the 
Sins of the Fleſh, by the Circumciſion of Chriſt, [ Therefore, Rom. 6.7] 
we are buried with him in Baptiſm. And beſides this, your Church 
makes Baptiſm a viſible Sign of an inward or ſpiritual Grace ; and 
does affirm of all whom ſhe admits to Baptiſm, that they are rege- 
nerate, and born anew: Which ſhews that in this Point we agree, 
that the inward Work of Grace ſhould be in all that are baptized. 

9. I grant, that Feremah and John Baptiſk were ſanCtified, -or 
ſeparated to God from the Womb, the one to be a Prophet, the 
other to be the Fore-runner of our Lord Chriſt ; yet I deny, that 
theſe extraordinary Caſes are to be made the Rules for us to baps 
tize by. God knows what we will be from our Birth- to 'our 
Death ; but theſe Thingsare hid from us. Things revealed and 
commanded belong to us. We may not preſume to think either 
' of Men or Infants above what is written ; to ſay, this is fanctifi- 
ed from the Womb, and that not ; this is a Believer, and that 

not, 


the Baptized Believers. rg 
not, &c. But ſhew us a Rule to baptize Infants, and we will 
diſpute no further. 


Mr. Taylor's Argument 3. 


» 


, Thoſe who are within the Covenant of Grace, may be baptized : Bat 
Children are within-the Covenant of Grace : Therefore Children may 


be baptized. hs 
ANSWER 


1. The Major being taken univerſally, for all that are in tlie 
Covenant of Grace, then it is to be denied ; for God never made 
that the Rule of Baptizing. Nay, when Circumcilion was in the 

greateſt uſe, yet all that were in the Covenant of Grace were not 
to be circumciſed. Such were the many Thouſands of Male In- 
fants, who died before they were eight days old; theſe were in 
Covenant, and their Salvation as ſure as if they had been circum- 
ciſed. The Females alſo were-n Covenant, yet not to be circum- 
ciſed. If you ſay they were not capable, learned Authors tell you 
otherwiſe, and name ſome Nations who circumciſe both Sexes to 
this day. By this you ſee your Major runs upon a falſe Suppo- 
lition. | _ 

2. And if by thoſe who are within the Covenant, - you mean 
ſome of thoſe, then your Argument comes ſhort of the Queſtion, 
viz. Whether all that are in the Covenant of Grace may be baptized ? 
But let us try your 44:07. The Covenant of Grace hath two parts, 
1. A Declaration of Goi”'s Mercy in Mans Redemption ; 11 this re- 

ſpect I grant, Infants are within the Covenant of Grace, 2. A De- 

claration of Mans Duty in point of Faith aad Obedience; in this 

Sencel deny Infants to be in the Coven. Let us hear therefore 

how you confirm your ror, — 

3. You ſay, lt is verified, in that Baptiſm ts the Seal of the Cove- 
nant now, as Circumciſion was under the Law, &c, And therefore thoſe 
who are under the participation of the Covenant, may be admuted to the 
Seal, &c. | 

4. But why do our Brethren of the Church of England ſpeak of 
the Seal in the Singular ? They uſcd to tell us, the Covenant has 
two Seals, to wit, Baptiſin, and the Table of the Lord. _m 
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I will abide by it, that the Lord's Table is as truly a Seal of the 
- Covenant, as Baptiſm. Yet you deny Infants this Seal, tho you 
know when they firſt baptized Infants, they alſo brought them to 
the Lords Table, and this cuſtom continued fix hundred Years, 
But I deny your Conſequence ; it follows nor, that all that are in 
Covenant may have the Seal of Baptiſm. And you tell us, That 
God's Grace ts univerſal, pag. 37. yet you will not ſay that Bap- 
ti{m 1s univerſal ; it belongs but to thoſe who reſtipulate, and en- 
. ter into Covenant upon the Terms of Faith and Repentance. 
Acts 8. 12. When they believed, &c. they were baptized, both Men 
and Women. And: her? the City of Samaria generally received the 
Golpel, andget not an infant baptized. 

5. Burt how lhall I underſtand you, where you ſay, That Chil- 
Area never exciuded themſelves from the Covenant of Grace, becauſe 
n0t attial Vnyelicuers, and none but ſuch were ejected? And where 
you prelently fay, 1 khey have the Covenant beloaging to them with 
their belicving Parents? Have Infants no beneirt by the Cove- 
nant of Grace, unleſs their Parents believe ? Alas ! poor Infants ! 
But ſure God does not exclude Infants from the Covenant of Grace, 
made for Mankind in Chrilt, becauſe their Parents believe not ; 
No,l wiil hold to your hr: Saying, That none bat aitual Vnbelicuers 
are rejected. 

6. That the Holineſs mentioned, 1 Cor. 7. 14. is only Legiti- 
macy, or Lawtulnefs of Birth, you would have to be only a Gloſs 
of the Anabaptiſts. But how can you fairly take it for any other, 
{celng It 15 taken immediately from the Sanctification of the un- 
believing Husband, as the word [elſe] being rightly referred, 
makes evident. Upon which Conlideration, Eraſmus expounds 
this place exprelly as we do, yet he was a Pa&dobaprtiit. And 
Auſtin long betore him ſaid, Whatever that Holineſs ts, 1 Cor. 7. 
I 4 U 1# certain it 15 not of Power to make Chriſtians, or remit Sius. 
Sir, if you conſider the Scope of the place, 1 Cor. 7. you will find, 
{ome in.-that Church were in doubt whether they might dwell with 
their unbelieving Yokefellows. St. Paul reſolves the Doubt in the 
Affirmative, and gives this Reaſon for it : The unbelieving Hulſ- 
band 1s fanCtiied to the believing Wife ; and it he were not ſo, 
their Children were unclean, but he being ſanctifed, their Children 
were clean ; for Marriage is honourable among all, and the Mar- 
riage-Bed undefiled, Heb. 13. , Therefore let not the Husband 
put away his Wife, nor the Wife depart from her Husband. 


7, What 


the Baptized Lelievers. Zl 

7.. What you ſay further to this Argument, being built upon” a 
wrong Suppoſlition, viz, That we deny Infants to be within the 
Covenant of Grace, falls of it ſelf. For we ſay with you,till they 
by actual Unbelief exclude themſelves, the Grace of God extends 
to them, as well as to others, 1n reſpect of their Salyation. 


- 


Mir. Tyz/or's Argument 4. 


Thoſe who have right to the Bleſſings of the Covenant, have richt to 


Baptiſm: But Children have right to the Bleſſiups of the Covenant - 
[ kerefore they have right to Baptiſm. | 


ANSH-ER- 


1. This Argument 15 upon the matter the {ame with the former; 
21d therefore vpon the tormer diltinAlion the Aapor is denied : 
lor tho infants have right to all the Blef]ings otthe Covenant which 
they have need of, yet they have no right to the Duties of the 
Covenant, which they have no recd of, becauſe God requires no 
Duties of them- 

2. And tho you ſay, that our Conceſſion (rhat Tafants: are within 
the Covenant of Grace ) proves that Infants have right 10 all the Privi- 
lezes of the Covenant 5 Yet this 1s contrary to your own Judgment, 
for you your ſelves deny them right to the Lord's Table, and in- 
deed all other Privileges, as much as we do, except yonr Crofling 


_ and Sprinkling them. What you Jay further here, is often re- 


peated, and will be conſidered tn the following Arguments z and, 
it I repeat in my Anſwers, you have compelled me. 


Mr. 1ayzlor's Argument 5. 


Thoſe who are capable of being engaged in Covenant with God, are 
capable of Baptiſm © But Children are capable of being engaged in Cove- 


\ nant with God © Therefore Children arc capable of Baptiſm. 


ANSWE RK. 


:.. This Argument, (as moſt of the reſt ) may be retorted _ 
They 
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ET, An Apology fo2 © +, 
They that are capable of being engaged in Covenant with Gods» 
are capable of the Lord's Table : Burt Infants are capable of being 
enonged in the Covenant, &c. Ergo, They are capable of the 
Lord's Table. Which ſullictently thews the unſoundneſs of your 
Argument. But let usexamine the prone ot your Major. 

2. To this purpoſe you tell us, Fhat Inf.onts are in the Power of 
their Parents, to diſpoſe of, as to T emporals and Spirituals, And your 
Reaſon 1s, becauſe Parents are obliged to take the greateſt care 
imaginable of their Childrens Souls, for their ECucation in the 
Fear of God. Well, now 1 ſee why you uſe not the word 1nfants, 
but Ch:ldren,all along in your Arguments : you know that-Infants, 
fuch as you Sprinkle, are not capable of any Fducation at all. 
T hey cannot be taught the Fear of God. They then cannot been- 
gaged in Covenant by the Means of Education, nor can they in 
that State be brought up in his Service, in reſpect of Religious Or- 
dinances : So thar inſtead of proving, you have loſt your 14707. 

3. What you argue, from Det. 29.11,1214. will never prove 
that Infants are capableof entering into. Covenant with God in 
their own Perſons; but that their Parents did engage to bring them 
up in the Laws of God ; and what this is to the purpoſe, I do not 
imagine. Is it therefore my Duty to baptize my Children, without 
a Command from God to do {9, meerly becauſe by the Covenant 
of Grace, and Rules of C hriſtianity, I am to do my beſt to teach 
my Children the Fear of the Lord ? This is very inconſequent, 
and will as much oblige me to bring my Infants to the Lord's Ta- 
ble, as I have ſhewed. This laſt you will not allow, becauſe God 
requires it not ; and for the ſame Reaſon I refuſe to bring my In- 
fants to Baptiſm, tho I believe it my Duty to do all that I can-to 
engage them in Covenant with God, by Chriſtian Education in the 
Fear of God, that they may ſerve him in all his Commands and 
Ordinances blameleſs. 

4. Wherefore in Anſwer to your Argument : If by Infants be- 
ing capable of being engaged in Covenant with God, you mean 
the Parents engagement to educate them in the Fear of God, &c. 
Then I deny your 44ajor, and ſay, Thoſe who are only capable 
thus to be engaged with God in Covenant, are not capable of Bap- 
tiſm. Bur if you mean, a perſonal and actual entring into Cove- 
nant with God, thenI deny your 44zor, and all the Experience 
of the World confutes you. 


5. You 


*- Baptized Believers. . 5 


5. Youſh: 1 nover 52 2ble to prove that Tnfants are capable of 
Faſting and 'r-v-7, 45 icy 2r6 Duties, tho you ſeem toafhrm it; 
and what tio thy 0:d 1a (55 4i-the Beaſts) and that Faſt was 
pleaſing to Goo, 744 nothing ho ariſes to prove that either In- 
tints, or the Cx! oh 4 any Duty to God, nor 
that they are therviuce £2 be biuugirts ite Participation of Bap- 


tifin, nor any other Religious Ordinance, without Order from 
God todoit. Y?tifa Man were diſpoſed to Syllogize from hence 
after your manner, he migat as itrongly plead tor one Error, as 
you do for another. 

6. The Capacity of Jewiſh Children for Circumctiion, or-other 
Rites of the Law, depended chiefly on the Will of God to order 
It ſo. Prove that itis his Will to have Infants baptized, and we 
will not mention their Incapacity. If.it be nothis Will, wherefore 
1s It done ? Who has required it ? EP 


Mr. Taylor's Argument 6. 


Thoſe who are Members of Chriſt's Church,ought to be baptized : But 
Children are Members of Chriſt's Church : Therefore Children o:ght ts 
be baptized. : 


FINSWER. 


If by the Church of Chriſt, you mean all that fince the Death 
of Chriſt, ſhall be ſaved ; then I deny the 4ajor. For the Infants 
of the poor Indians may be ſaved, yet in your Judgment they ought 
not to be baptized. But if by the Church of Chrift, you mean 
only ſuch as are in the actual Profeſſion of the Goſpel: _ Then 1 
deny the 412or, and retort your Argument thus. 0 

1. Thoſe who are Members of the Church, ought to continue in 
the Apoſtles Doctrine, and in Fellowſhip, and in breaking of 
Bread, and in Prayers. But &'c. Ergo, &c. The Major is proved, 
Atts 2. 41. 1 Cor. vo. They coutinued ſtedfaſtly in the Apoſtle*s Do- 
Htrine, and Fellowſhip, and in breaking of Bread, and im Prayers. We 
being many,are one Body and one Bread, for we are all mn of that 
one Bread. Theſe things were ſpoken of the whole Church,which 
was in theſe Places engaged in the actual profeſſion of the Goſpel. 


Now ſee how you can detend your {ſelf againſt my Mzor, and 
© therc- 
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therein you will eaſily ſee the infirmity of your own. » 

2. But to prove your 44:nor, you ſay, The Children of the Jews 
were with their Parents Church-Members under the Law, and that Law 
** not yet repealed. But if by their Church-memberſhip you mean.their 
Right to, and their Parents Act in bringing them to Ceremonies in 
Religion, the contrary 13 true. The Covenant of Circumcition 
being repealed, as it was an Obligation to the Children of 1/7acl, 
and never made with any Nation tince ; nor any other Covenant 
extant where ſuch things are 1mpoted upon liifants, 

3. Thar the Children of converted Jews, luit not their Privi- 
leges, 1s not true, if by Privileges you intend Ceremonies; but if 
by Privileges you mean a being delivered from the Law of Cere- 
monies, then | grant it. And it 1s certainly a greater Privilege 
that Children are nnder a declared Right to the Kingdom of 
God by Chrilt, and his gracious bleſſing a part of them, as aPledg 
for the whole, than if he had ordained a Law to baptize them in 
order thereunto. And it 1s alſo certain, that the Jewiſh Church- 
ſtate, being dillolved upon the Death of Chriſt, and the Goſpel- 
Church, confirmed in the Gift of Tongnes, &c. No Perſon could 
rizhtly ſtand a Member of the Jewith Church, which was the only 
Church that ever had command trom God to bring their Infants to 
Rites of Religion. 

4. You ſtill urge, that the Gentiles had equal Pravileges with the 
Fews, AndI grant they have greater Privileges, but not in Rites 
and Ceremonies, -but rather in being accepted without them, as 
rouching their Infants, and with a very few as touching them- 
ſelves. But you ſay further, That the Children of Parents nho did 
not believe, were rejettcd ;, therefore the Children of believing Parents, 
cr Gentiles, are Church-Memibcrs. And here, I confeſs, 1 know not 
how to reconcile you to your ſelf, where you ſay, Wore arc ex- 
cluded from the Covenant of Grace but attnal Unbelicvers, Pag. 26, 
Sure the Son ſhall not dye for the Sin of the Parents, ſo as to go to 
Hell with them. Shall not the Judg of all the Earth do Right ? 

5. You ſay, Children are either Members of the wifible Church of 
Chriſt.or elſe are viſibly of Satan's Kingdom, there 15 no Mcdium between 
theſe two, © 

Surely I did not think Mr. Taylor had been of this Opinion ! No 
Papiſt can fay worſe of poor Infants. Here. you condemn many 
thoufands of Infants ; God give you a better Underſtanding. Are 

infants of Jews, Turks, and Indians all of the viſible Kingdom of 
Sa- 


Satan ? No, I will believe my Saviour, who daith, 1+ #5 not the will 
of his Heavenly Father that oxe of theſe little ones ſhould periſh, Mat- 
18. 14. And lure I am, that none are truly of Satan's Kingdom, 
but ſuch as are his Subjects. For he has no right over any by 
Creation, and Purchaſe, as God and Chrilt have. Now it being 
clear, that Infants are none of Satan?s Subjects, it mult needs be 
very 1njurious, to ſay they are viiibly of his Kingdom. Bur being 
Created by God, and Redecmed by Chriſt, and never offended in 
their own Perſons, It 1s rational to think they arein God's Favour, 
as it appears the Intants of the Nizcvites were, Fonah 4. In his 
graclous Arms we [hall therefore leave them, and proceed. 


Vir. Tazlor's Argument 7. 


Thoſe who are Diſciples of Chriſt may be baptized * But Childrer 
are Diſciples of Chriſt : Therefore Children may be baptized. 


ANSWER. 


1. The 4mor is denied. Infants are not Diſciples of Chriſt, 
neither does God and Chriſt own them for ſuch, as you affirm. But 
you bring As 15: 1, 2, 10. to prove it, and ſay, That the 
Yoak which the Fews would have laid upon the new converted Gentiles, 
was Circumciſion, which pertained to Children who were Circumciſed the 
eighth aay, and yet it 1s laid too upon the Diſciples Necks. But Sir do 
you think this to be rational, that becauſe the Jews would have 
laid the Yoak of Circumcition on the Necks of the Diſciples, that 
therefore all were Diſciples upon whom they would have laid that 
Yoak ? ſure this is a very unlawfil Conſequence : No better than 
this; You would lay the Yoak of Croſling and Sprinkling upon 
Infants, therefore all are Infants upon whom you would lay the 
Yoak of Croſling and Sprinkling. Again, they that were preſerv- 
cd in the Ark of Noah were Men and Women ; Therefore all that 
were preſerved in the Ark of Noah were Men and Women. You 
may eaſily ſee theſe Conſequences are very untrue, and verily ſd 1s 
yours. For tho the falſe Apoltles would have laid the Yoak of 
Circumciſion upon the Necks of the Difciples, yet all were not 
Difciples whom they would have Circumcilcd : for ?ris ſaid, They 
raught the Brethren, except they were Crrcumciſed, &c, they could not 

; D 2 ve 


the Baptized Believers. 25 


0 
— tis —_ —— penn - 
*Y « . k : JS * 
"> — 


a IE ba exe 1 — Cath Aqcthats = <p 
CEE $i = Sar LITE : < 
t - Sims... — 3 me > —— > wn— Dow 
if IX. - _ 


—_ Rs 


——_——_—_ => — ELIE 
WIE IG; 
tn. Sha » x : 


26 An Apology fo2 


be ſaved. But you cannot imagine that they taught Infants. 

If A#s 15. bediligently read, it will expourd it ſelf; for ver/. 
19. the Diſciples are faid to be ſuchas from among the Gentiles 
were turned toGod. And all that are called Diſciples, ver/. 10. 
arc called Brethren, and as fuch they are written unto by the Al- 
ſembly, vr/. 23. And the Epiltle 1s ſaid to be read to all the Mul- 
titude (meaning of the Diſciples,) who thereupon are ſaid to re- 
joice for the Conſolation : Sure theſe were no Infants. 

2. But you, ſay, They are Diſciples in that ;, thy Man cannot teach 
them, yer God can, and may, Well, I thank you for your Ingenu- . 
ity. Itis true (as you ſay) Man cannot teach, or make Infants 
Diſciples ; and then to be ſure, they are not intended by our Sa- 
viour to be made Diſciples, by what he fays in your Text, ar. 
28. 19. For all that are to be made Diſciples, by that Commilſion, 
are to be made fuch by Men : * So that you are evidently belides 
your 1 cxt. In all that you ſay to this Argument, and you are be- 
fide your own Expolition of your Textallo, which I will here fer 

» down, as you give It, pag. 10. mpeuv.X: 775 SY po YidUonre, Comp 
to Diſciple all Nations, ſtrut them in the Principles of my Religion ;; 
and then being Diſciples, baptize them : So that there is a Diſcipleſhip 
pre-exiſtcnt to Baptiſm, and indeed the premiſing the Word DISCIPLE. 
implics none to be capable of Baptiſin, who are not Diſciples of Chriſt,aud 
embers of his Church, Theie are your Wards. ?Tis true, you 
ſay Infants will be proved to be Diſciples. But ſurely, not by ſfay- 
'ing as you do here, that God can make them Diſciples, or teach 
them : For it isno good arguing from what God can do, to ſay he 
has done it, or. will do it. For Gcd can, -of the Stones in the 
Street, raiſe up Children unto Abraham, but I may not therefore 
{ay the Stones 1n the Srrcet are the Children of Abraham, You 
ſay indeed, that God hath given ſeveral inſtances of his teachtrg, 
ſeveral from the Womb, but you can neither name the Perſons, 
nor ſhew us what he taught them; however if you could, ſuch 
miraculous Operations are not given for general Rules. God orce 
taught a dumb Aſs to ſpeak, and to reprove a Prophet ; bur it 
would be bad arguing from this inſtance, that Aillvs are Diſciples : 
And yet this 1s a clearer initance of God's teachirg the Af, rhan 
you can give of his teaching any Intant. | 

3. Burt ſeeing you put Infants Diſcipleſhip vpon the accourt 'of 
God's teaching them, you muſt have ſom: cum petent ground'to 
belicre that-he has miraculoully taught then, before you bantize 
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them ; or elſe you deſtroy your Expoſition of the Text, which 


avers,T hat there is a Diſcipleſnup pre-exiſtent to Baptiſm. Ard when 
you ſhall ſhew me the Infant whom God hatn taught, or made a 
Diſciple, 1 believe I ſball not oppoſe your Baptizing that Infant, 
and this is as much as you can deiire. 

4. But you ſay further, That God hath pronifed to teach Children. 
\W hat, Sir, in their Infancy s Let us ſee your Proofs; Ja. 54. 
All thy Children ſhall be taught of the Lord, and great ſhall be 


$3 


the Peace of thy Chi!dren. John 6. 45. 1t is written in the Prophets, . 


ad thy (hall be all tar:zzht of God. Every Man therefore that hath 
heard and learned of the Father, cometh unto me. Certainly had you 
read thoſe Texts wirh their Coherence, and conſidered, that our 
Saviour himſelf in the latter expounds the former, you would ne- 
ver have imagined, that God here promiſes to teach any Infants, 


much leſs all the 'nfants In the Chriltian Nations ; for it is very. 


apparent, they that are taught according to theſe Scriptures, have 
heard and learncd of the Father, ſo as to come to Chriſt, And indeed 
the mcariing is, that God ſpeaking to us by his Son, ( who is ve- 


ry God, 1 Joba 5.) had now made good that gracious Promiſe, |. 


Ifa. 54.13 All thyC hildren ſhall be taught of the Lord. But you 
have another Text, Acts 10. 47. Can any Man forbid Vi/ater, that 
theſe ſhould not be b.ptized, who have received the Holy-Ghoſt as well 
 45we? Now he that reads this place, will calily fee, that the 
Perſons here ſpoken of were only ſuch as were ailembled to hear- 
Peter, in whatſoever they ſhould be commanded of God, and that the. 
Holy-Ghoft fell on all-that heard 'the Word. Which place therefore 
can with no ſhew of Reaſon be brought, to-prove that Infants are 
taught of God. However, when you ſhall find an Infant, that. 
has received the Holy-G hoſt, as well a5 the Apoſtles ;, then for. my part 
| ſhall not forbid Water, that you ſhould baptize him, provided 
you firſt bebaptized your {eIf. Ho | 

5. You will have Infants to be Diſciples, becauſe Chrift ( you 
ſy) commands the receiving of them wn his Name z and you quote 
Lute 13, 16,17. AL. 19.13. Luke 9.47. I have carefully read all 
theſe places, but can find no Command to receive Infants in the 
Name of Chriit, much leis to receive them by Baptiſm. It 15 
wu, Chris called alittle Child unto him, and ſaid, Whoſoever ſhall 
recerve this Child in jmy Name, 7eceiveth me. Now. this Child was 
1»ic to know what Chriit ſaid, .and 1s no fit Inſtance to prove an 
Infant bf eight days old to be a Diiciple of Chriſt; neither does 
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this Text call this Child a Diſciple, but the Diſciples are diftin- 
guiſhed from it. And yet it ( ang ſo any little Child ) may be a 
good Precedent even to Diſciples, to learn Humility and Simplict- 
ty by ; .and ſomay a Lambor a Dove ſerve to teach us to be hum- 
ble and harmleſs, yet they are not therefore Diſciples. Neither 
can the receiving this Child, ( or. any other in like caſe) be nn- 
derſtood of receiving them by Baptiſm ; for then you may read 
the place thus, I oſocver ba/tizeth a Child in my Name, baptizeth 
me ;, but this 1 both falſs and ablurd. And belides, he that is 
baptized, may be rather {aid to receive Chritt, than he that bap- 
tizeth, in that Action. Or would you make our Saviour to ſay, 
He that bantizeth an Infant in my Name, receiveth me ? If fo, 
| would know by what Authority you take the word, recerverh, 
for baptizing 1n the tirit place, and in the ſecond for ſomething 
elſe. Surely, If to baptize an Infant in the Name of Chriſt, bea 
receiving of Chriſt, 1£s an eaſy thing to receive Chriſt, eſpecially 
for the Prielt, who pretends to baptize Infants daily. But ſure it 
is 2s much the Duty of other Chriitians to receive Children in the 
N ame of Chrilt, as the Prieſts ; for the Word is, Whoſoever ſhall 
receive thi: Child in my Name ; and therefore it cannot be meant of 
baptizing them, and then thele Scriptures prove not your Argu- 
ment at all. 

6. You urge, - that Infants are Members of Earthly Kingdoms, 
and I grantit;z andalſol grant, that they belong to the Kingdom 
of Heaven, and fo are of the Univerſal Church : But this proves 
not that they are Diſciples at all ; for the Infants of Heathens 
are Members of Kingdoms, and may go to. Heaven, and yet you 
think they are no Diſciples for all that. And if Infants may in 
ſome Sence be ſaid to be God*s Servants, Pal. 119.91. yet this 
proves not that they are Diſciples; for all Creatures, as well ſen- 
litive, vegetative, as rational, are {aid to be his Servants, yet all 
Creatures are not ChrilPs Diſciples. 


Mr. Taylor's Argument 8. 


To whom Chriſt grants Impoſiton of Hands, to them belongs Baptiſmn : 
But to Children Chriſt grants Impoſitton of Hands : Therefore to them 
belonos Baptiſm. 


A N- 
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ANSWER. 


1. If the major Propoſition be taken univerſally, that to whom- 
ſoever Chriſt granted impoſition of Hands ( or touching) in any 
caſe, that to them belongs Baptiſm, then the 2ajor is not true ; 
for he touched or put his hand upon the dead, yet Baptiſm belongs 
not to the dead, Luke 7. 14. If it be ſaid, Chriſt touched the 
Bicr,not the Dead ; I anſwer : He touched the Childrens Cloaths, 
when he took them in his Arms ; but he took the dead IDamiſcl 
by the hand, and ſaid, Talitha, cum, Damſel, I ſay uato thee, 
Ariſe. Mark 5. 41. Thus much to- the ajor; now to the 
ATinor. 

2, If by laying on of hands, you underſtand that. which by 
ChrilPs Doctrine, Heb. 6. 2. is made a ſtanding Ordinance in his 
Church, and in order next to Baptiſm, as 1s evident you do ; 
then I deny your Afizor ; For that Ordinance was not yet inſti- 
tiuted, nor uſeful, becauſe the End of it was not yet to be recel- 
ved ; for the Spirit of Promiſe was not yet given, nor as yet to be 
given, becauſe 7eſ/zz was not yet glorized, Fohu 79. Wherefore 
' your Milinterpretation of 24. 19. 13, 14, 15+ Is injurious to 
Truth, and would prefer theſe Infants to the Apaltles, in the re- 
ception of the Firlt-fruits of the Spirit, unleſs you think Chriit 
laid hands on the Thildren, without obtaining the End or Eflett of 
the Service.So then it's clear,that this laying on of hands,or toach- 
ing Infants, ( for ſo it 1s expreiled both b7 St. 4k and St. Likg ) 
cannot with any fairneſs be underitood of that laying on of hands 
which follows Baptiſm, and therefore is no Proof at all for your 
Amor, 

3. The Church of Enzland does not believe that Infants are fir 
S:ihjects for laying on of hands, and therefore does-not under- 
{tand this Text, at. 19. of that laying on of hands which fol- 
lows Baptiſm ; neither does Mr. Taylor himſelf believe that Con- 
firmation belongs to Infants : If otherwiſe, they -are very un- 
faithful, in that they were-never known to lay hands upon any 
one Infant for confirmation, as I can hear of. But how comes ir 
to paſs that.Mr. Taylor will baptize Infants, when yet he confelle; 
their Baptiſm is not mentioned in the New Teſtament, and yec 
not plead for their Confirmation, rl! they be capable to own their Co- 


venant made in Baptiſm, when yet he pretends, ( tho 1 dare fay he 
believes 
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believes it not ) that Text, at. 19. 13, &c. tsexpreſs for that 
}2ying on of hands which follows Baptiſm, to be granted to Chriſt 
10 Infants 2. pag. 56. | 

4. Nt. 7.4;!%: ſays, That Chriſt confirmed,or laid hands on the Bat- 
tricd, 1 ſhall ertreat him to make this plain, for 1 would gladly 
ſec it well proved 3 however, I am ſure his Doctrine orders it to 
be done, and that's fafficient. What you ſay further here, is ci- 
thcr what: we oppoſe not, or what 1s an{wered . elſewhere, ſave 
only your laſt Particular, which now we ſhall conlider. 

5. Their coming to Chriſ# ( lay you ) # their becoming his Diſciples 
or Proſelites : Suffer them, Tegs £Nvav tobe Proſelites to me, If to 
this I ſhould anſwer,with T ertll:ian, Ventant ergo dum adoleſcunt,Fc. 
Let them come therefore when they are grown up ; it will be 
thought too little, tho God knows ( how halty ſozver Men are 
to.get them ſprinkled ) they are ſlow enough to bring them to 
Chriſt, when they are capable to be tanght ; 7 will therefore 
anſwer further: -Do you think that when Infants are brought to 
2 Prielt to be ſprinkled and crolled, that then they are brought 
to Chriſt? Or can Chriſtians no other way bring their 1afants 
to Chriſt ? - Or do.no [farts belong to Chrilt, but thoſe who are 
ſo brought ? Theſe Things will not be aſſerted, 7 think, yet let 
us £0 as far as we can by the Light of the Text. By this Exam- 
ple of Chriſt, 7 think the Minilters of Chrilt may lawfully pray 
for a Bleſſing in behalf of all the Infants of thoſe that ſhall deſire it; 

"and that it is well done in thoſe Parents that do deſire the Pray- 
.ers of the Church, .or her Miniſters, for their Infants. And this 
is as much as can be fairly urged from this Text, as imitable for 
-us. For the touching by our Saviour's hands, may be a Point too 
high for us, unleſs we will alſo touch the Dead, &c. which (7 
hope ) is not written for our Example. But now if the Miniſter 
will needs baptize my Child, becauſe 7 bring it into the Conere- 
gation, and deſire Prayer to be made to God for his Blelling 
upon it, he herein goes beyond the Example of Chriſt,and beyond 
the Text, and therefore there I mult leave him, his Tec tA%1iv 
notwithſtanding. For Te \vT6- ex verbo Te cor\6U%:, quod eff 
advenio quoniam venicbant, eſt Ethmcis ad Fudaiſmim, faith the 
Learned, and I think Infants cannot change their Religion, nor 
was'it fit to call an Infant of a Jew.,a Proſelite when it'was brought 
to Circumciſion; and conſequently as improper to call the Child 
-of a Chriſtian a Proſelite. However, all that can lawfully be done 


to 
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to proſelite an Infant (if you will needs have that Term uſed) is 
but to devote them to Chrift by Prayers for his Bleſſing, bnt nor a 
Syllable for baptizing chem. 


Mr. Tayler's Argument 5. 


If the Faith of the Parents entitles the Children to the Covenant, - 
then it entitles them to Baptiſm: But'the Faith of the Parents entitles 
the Children to the Covenant : Therefore the Faith of the Parents entitles 
the Children to Baptiſm, - 


ANSWER. 


1. The Conſequence of the 2ajor may well be denied : for 
tho it ſhould be ſome ways true, that the Faith of the Parents en- 
titles the Children to the Covenant, yet it follows not, that it 
entitles them to the performance of, or ſubmiſſion to the Things 
which they underſtand not, nor are able to perform. And whi- 
ther would ſuch a Conſequence lead us, if we ſhould foilow ir ? 
What Duty ſhould not Infants be entitled to,as well as to Baptiſm? 
But let us ſee whether the £707 be well proved; you quote As 2, 
and think it a clear place to prove that the Faith of the Parents en- 
titles the Children to the Covenant. But this Text ſays not a 
word to that purpoſe; for Peter derives the Title both of Parents 
and Children from the Promiſe of God : and builds the Title of 
211 the Called of the Lord,and of them that were afar off alſo,upon 
the Promiſe of God, and not upon the Faith of Abraham himſelf. 
Beſides, the Promiſe here is of the Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
therefore not pertinent to Infants, as I have ſhewed : Here is there- 
fore no proof at all of your 44:07, I think it were better to ſay, 
that by Faith a Chriſtian knows his Child has an intereſt in the Co- 
venant of Grace, than that his Faith entitles his Child to it. I fear 
this 47nor is a very dangerous Aſſertion, and that partly becauſe . 
| the Conſequence of ſuch an Opinion is to ſhut or all Infants from 
the Covenant of Grace, who have not faithfut Parents to entirle 
them to it: And in truth yt ſeems to fiwell with too mitch boldneſs, 
and carnal preſumption ;, but I ſpare you. | 

2. TheFaith of the Jews and Profelites did not entitle their 


Children to the Covenant of Grace ; but they themſelves being 
E IN CO 
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incorporate into that Church-State, their. Children, by expreſs 
Command from God, had a Title to legal Priviledges : but the 
Covenant of Grace (for that's it we diſpute, tho you leave out the 
Word Grace in your Argument) extended to Infants by God's - 
free Redemption, which he purpoſed for them, in Chriſt, from 
the Foundation of the World; or elſe what ſhall become of the 
many thouſands of Infants of Unbelievers ? | 

3.. You can never prove, that the Faith of the Faylor, or Lydia 
either, did entitle their Infants to the Covenant, for you, cannot 
prove they had any Children. And it 1s ſo exceeding plain, that 
all that were baptized in theſe.two Families were Belicvers, thar 1 
wonder much that you ſhonld ſay, that on the believing of the 
Faylor and Lyaza, the whole Families were -baptized. Pray read 
Atts 16.32. to the end,and you will hind that they that were bapti- 
zed, were actual Believers, and capable of being conſolated by 
the Apoſtles. | 


Mr. Tazlor's Argument 10. 


' Thoſe who are capable of the Kingdom of Heaven, are. capable of 
Baptiſm: But Childrcn are capable of the Kingdom of Heaven © 
Therefore Children are capable of Bapriſm. £1 


A N35 ER. 


1. The Major being taken univerſally, for all that may go to 
Heaven, It may very well be denied ; for Mr. Tay/or dare not de- 
ny a Capacity of Salvation to ſome of the Infants of the Jews, 
and yet Mr: Taylor himſelf does not think they are capable of Bap- 
tiſm ;. for he makes the Faith of the Parents nece:lary to the en- 
titling them to Baptiſm, which tn this Caſe is wanting, : 

2. That the greater includes the leſs, is not univerſally true ; 
for Women have a capacity to go to Heaven, yet they have: no 
capacity to be Biſhops, which is leſs than going to Heaven. In- 
fants are not capable of the Lord's Table, which is leſs than to- 

o to Heaven. Indeed, this Argument being admitted to be good, 
would bring Infants to all Privileges in the Church-Militanrt, as 
well as to. Baptifmz. for thus a Man might argue: Thoſe who 
are.capable. of all the. Privileges of. the. Church Trivmphant, are 

| | capable 


the "Bapttz2d Believers. 33 
eapable of all the Privileges of the Church Militant, ( for the 
greater includes the leſs) : But Infants are capable of. all Privi- 
leges in the Church Triumphant ; Ergo, &c. And if it be un- 
reaſonable ( as you ſay it is) to deny the external Sign, to thoſe to 

whom Chriſt hath granted the internal Grace ;, pray, why are you ſo 
unreaſonable, as to deny your Infants the Sign of the Lord's Ta- 
ble, ſecing you affirm they are regenerate, and born of Water 
and the Spirit ? But if you were put to prove, that Infants, 
whom you ſprinkle, have the inward Grace which entitles to 
Baptiſm, you would never be able to make demonſtration to your 
own, or any wiſe Mars Satisfation ; for is not the inward and 

' ſpiritual Grace, Repentance, whereby Sin is forſaken, and Faith, 

whereby the Promiſes of God are ſtedfaſtly believed ? And what 

Infant did you ever know thus qualified for Baptiſm ? 


\ 
Mr. Tujlor's Argument 11. 
| 4 


' All who are Believers, ought to be baptized: But Children are 
Believers: Therefore Children ought to be baptized. 


ANSWER, 


1. The Mor Propofition, that Infants are' Believers, is not 
true. AndI anſwerin the Words of Dr. Hammond, who faith, 
( Letter of Reſolut. p. 297.) 1 ſhall profeſs to be none of thoſe that 
are concerned in the Queſtion, Whether Infants have Faith ? [I freely 
confeſs to believe, that Faith 1s ſo neceſſarily founded ia Underſtanding, 
that. they that have not Vaderſt andiag, cannot have Faith, whether 
attual or habitual. And Dr. Fer. Taylor tells ns expretly, Whether 
Infants have Faith ? 1s a Queſtion to be diſputed by Perſons, that care 
not how much they ſay, aud how little they Prove, Thus theſe two 
Pillars of the Church of England explode YOUr Argument, as al 
ezregious Error. 

' 2. And for that place, Afar. 18.5,6. by which you would 
prove Infants Believers, the Learned of your own Charch ex- 
pound it to acontrary Sence, and take the little Child that belie- 
weth, to be a true Chriſtian, that hath laid afide all worldly Pride; 
whereby he ts become abjett in the ſight of the, World, TI ſhall not con- 
tend with you about the proper ſignification of 7:9\;::, ( profei- 
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ſing my ſelf no Scholar ) tho Ludovicw Vives uſeth mxis for an 

Houſhold-Servant. But it 1s ſufficient to my purpoſe, that you 

dare not ſay Infants are actual Believers ; ( nay, you confeſs, they 
have not aitual Faith : - And for imputative Faith, (tf there be any 

{uch thing ) yer it can be no Rule for the baptizing any Body, 

{exing it 1s not revealed to whom Faith 1s'1mpauted ; and whilit 

you ſay, God may eſteem Infants as Believers, another may as - 

| well ſay, he may eſteem them as baptized alſo); I ſay, your 

granting Infants have not actual Faith, you can take the word, 
believeth, Mat. 186. only by the Figure called Proſopopzia, if you 

Will needs have the Child an Infant of Days. - And if it be 
good arguing from hence to the Baptiſm of Infants, then you may 

argue as ſtrongly for baptizing the whole Creation, (1f you can 

tell how ) for it is ſaid to groan, expett, and wait for the mani- 

feſtation of the Sons of God, and to be delivered from the Bondage of 

Corruption. Rom. 8. 19, Weconclude then, that it is not a figu- 
rative Faith, but an actual Faith, (at lea!t by profeſſion ) that 
entitles to the reception of Baptiſm. 

3. We donot ſay, that Goo wy} impute Unbelief to Infants, 
but only to thoſe that refute td believe ; and tho we know In- 
Fants are not Believers, yet we do not ſay or think they are Un- 
believers, they being not capable to fin againſt God in that caſe, 
or any elſe. And Unbelief preſuppoſes a capacity in the Subject, 
and means ſufficient, to believe, and yet the Creature refuſes to 
believe. The Sin of Unbelief therefore being no way chargeable 
npon any Infant, it follows by neceſlary Conſequence, that they 

| havenocapacity for Faith. Neither do we pretend to judg Mens 
Heaits ; for tho God has ordered Faith to be a-Pre-requilite to 
Baptiſm, yet we are only to judg of the Profeſſion of Faith, not of 
the Sincerity of it. And as it is true, as you ſay, that Infants can- 
not play the Hypocrite; ſo it's true, they cannot play the Chri- 
ſtian, and therefore not fit for the Duties of Chriftians, of which 
Baptiſm 1s one. | 


Mr. Tazlor's Argument 12. 


They who are capable of the Ends of Baptiſm, may be b.ptized : 
But Children are capable of the Ends of Baptiſm + Therefore they may 
be baptized. 


A N- 
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1. If by the Ends of Baptiſm, you mean the Things. which 
eoncern God's Mercy in the Redemption of Man only, then the 
Major is denied z but if by the Ends of Baptiſm, you mean the 
Things required on Mans part, then the 4707 is not true; for 
Morrtifcation and Vivification are the Ends of Baptiſm on Man's 
part, of which Infants are not capable ; for they cannot put off the 
Bcdy of the Sins of the Fleſh, nor have they any need fo to do, 
neither can they riſe to Newnelſs of Life. And thol grant, ( and 
have often ſaid it ) that we ought to devote our Children to God 
in the beſt manner we can; yet to go beyond the Word of 
the Lord under that pretence, will neither profit us, nor our Chil- 
dren. | 5: 

2. What you fay here, of Baptiſm being a Seal to Infants, &e. 
is anſwered before. And ſurely the word Heathen, ( ſo often 
uſed by you) as it imports ſometimes an Enemy to God, ( yet 
being of it ſelf of no ill ſignification ) Infants are not fo te be 
accounted Heathens z nor doth the word, Chriſtzas, as it imports 
a Follower of Chriſt, belong to Infants. So that this is only a 
Noiſe of Words, to talk that our Infants are not diſtinguiſhed- 
from the Infants of Heathens, tho I bave ſhewed a difference. 


between them. 


Mr. Taylor's Argument 13. 


Whom the Church of Chriſt ever received to Baptiſm, may ſtill be. 
baptized: But the Church of Chriſt hath ever received Children to 
Baptiſm : Therefore they may be baptized. . 

\ 


ANSWER. 


1. The Minor Propoſition is not true, and tlicrefore I do deny, 
thar the Church hath always received Infants to Baptiſm. And 
indeed you do not ſo much as pretend any thing from the Scrip- 
tures to prove It, but,before,do honeſtly confeſs, T hat Tufant-Bap- 
tiſm 1s not mentioned m the New Teſtament ;, and therefore certainly 
it will be impoſſible to prove, that the Church did always aw 
| Infants 
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. Infants to Baptiſm. And it is alſo very obſervable, that Euſebius, 
who wrote the Hiſtory of the Church for four hundred Years after 
Chriſt, does not ſo much as mention Infant-Baptiſin at all. 
2. But how then does Mr. Taylor prove his Himor ? Why, his 
chief Author to that purpoſe is Mr. Walker, in his Book called, 4 
modeſt Plea for Tafant-Baptiſm ;, which Book in that part has been 
anſwered by. Mr. De-Lawne, to which I refer the Reader. The Sum 
of which Anſwer 15 to. prove, that all Mr.Waker's Teſtimonies from 
Antiquity for Intant-Baptiſm, for the firſt 300 Years after Chriſt, 
are eter invalid, or taken out of forged and ſpurious Books. And 
it 15 more than {ſufhctent to ballance Mr. Watke:*s and Mr. Taylors 
bold Allertion, That the Catholick Church hath always received Infants 
ro Baptiſm, by the contrary Teſtimonies of Ludovicwus Vives, and 
Dr. Bar/ow ; the firit expreily ſaying, 1z old Time none was brought 
'o Baptiſ;n, but he was of ſufficient Tears to kuow whatthat myſtical Wate: 
meant, nd to require his Baptiſm, and that ſundry times. The other 
tells us, There ws neither Precept nor Praftice in Scripture for Infan- 
Baptiſm, nor any juſt Evidence for it for about 200 Tears after Chriſs. 
2, You lay, That for many hundreds of Tears th? Queſtion [ about 
_ Infant-Baptiſm ] was nt moved. But this is a grear Miltake; for 
Tertullian did queſtion it, as an wmwarrantable Praftice, in the be- 
ginning of the third Century ; as is ſhewed by Mr. Tombes, and 
others, who have diligently enquired into the ancient Cuſtoms - 
ol the Church. 

3. The firlt Inſtance which you bring for the Practice of Infant- 
Baptiſm in our Nation, 1s that in King /2*s time, about the Year 
692 ; but wecan prove it was oppoſed by the Britain Biſhops two 
kundred Years before this. See Fabians Chron. part 1. fel. top. 

4+. You ſay, The deferring of Baptiſm among the Ancients, was not 
for their queſtioning Infant-Baptiſm. But ſure, if they did think 
themſelves too young to be baptized, at twenty or thirty Years of 
Age, they could withno reaſon think their Children old enough 
jor Baptiſm at ſeven or'cight days old. Extremes have undone all ; 
they were too low, and you-are as much too quick. But the 
proper time for Baptiſm is, when Men attain to the new Birth ; 
Baptiſm is therefore rightly calPd the Waſhing of Regeneration. 

5. You ſeem to hold, That Infant-Baptiſm was lawfully praiſed 
by God's People before Chriſt,, and even from the Apoſtles Time ſruce 
Chriſt : But I wonder by what Law; you give us. none but 
Mr. Walker's Book, which is very well anſwered by Mr. De- Larne, 

1 
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in his Book entitled, Trath defended. Ard I am flire, the beſt An- 


tiquity ſays nothing for you. | 
Mr. Taylor's Argument 14. 


That Dotitrine which introduceth many Unchriſtian Conſequences, 1s 
erroneous : But the Doftrine of the Antipedobaptilts introduceh many 
Unchriftian Conſequences : Therefore the Doitrine of the Antipaedo- 
baptiſts is erroneons, | 


A NSW. EK. 


1. The 120 Propoſition 1s not tru? ; for our Dofrine in thz 
Caſe of Baptiſm 1s true, and Truth does not introduce any erroni- 
ous Conlequences. Now that our Do-trine1; truz, appears thus : 
Becauſe it fully agrees with your Text, 47at. 28. 19. eversas It is 
expounded by your ſelf,in theſe Words, m:;4V(Tes Sr pobildonte, 
Going to diſcip/e all Nations, inſtru th:m in the Principles of my Re- 
lizion ; and then, b:ing Diſciples, baptize thezn, This you 1ay, and 
\ this we ſay ; the only diiference 13, We do as we ſay, but You ſay 
and do not : You theretore muſt needs bz in the Ertor in this caſe. 

2. But let us hear what you have againit our Do&rine. Firit, 
you ſay, It orpoſeth the whole Current of Scripture, nullifies many 
Scripture-Promiſes and Privileges, and deſtroys the Cayenant of Grate, 
as the premiſed Pages witanifeſt, Bur 1 hope the premiſed Anſwers 
do manifeſt the Charg? which yoa bring azainit our Datrine to 
be very unjuit. And ſeeing you are .thz Men, and not we, that 
have changed tne Ordinance of Baptiſm, you may jul{tly fear the 
Cenſure of the. Prophet, 1/2. 2.4. 5. for breakinr the everlaltins C9- 
vnant, Ste the Place, and coniider it ſerioully. 

3. You ſay, Our Dottrine introduceti*the World "into Gentiliſn or 
Heatheniſm, and makes Ch#ift”s Church always gatherins, and never 
gathered. But how can you ſaythis, ſeeing we are for the teach- 
ing or diſcipling all Nations, and every Perſon in the Nations, as 
they are capable, and God gives his Miniſters opportunity ; and 
we take the ſame way to do this which the Apoltles uſed; accor- 
ding to our Ability; z. e. to preach the Goſpel to every one that 
will hear us, and to bring up our Children in the Nurture and 
Admonition of the Lord ?- And what tho the Church be thus-al- 
ways gathering, does not Adat. 29. 19, 20. warrant this Prattice 
to; 
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to the end of the World ? and if you do not thus gather your Chil- 
dren to Chriſt, they will never be Chriſtians by your Croffling and 
Sprinkling them. 

4. Your talk of excluding Infants from the Covenant, is an- 
ſwered before, and proved untrue; what you add,of our wmtroducirng 
of deſpair of the Salvation of Infants, ſhews your Selt-contradiction. 
' For now you ſeem to make [nfant-Baptiſm ſo neceſſary to Salvati- 
on;that if they be not baptized,we mult deſpair of their Salvation : 
Than which what can be a more errontous Conſequence of your 
Doctrine of Pado-baptiſm ? 

5. It is apparent that our Doctrine makes the Covenant eſtah- 
liſhed by Chriſt better than yours (whatever you ſay here to the 
contrary) ; not only becauſe we allert the Grace of God in the 
Buſineſs of Salvation to extend to Infants more generajly than you 
do : But alſo for that it ſhews, God has not impoſed any Cere- 
monies upon them, as he did upon the Jewiſh Male Infants of eight 
days old. Whilſt your Doctrine makes your Croſling and Sprink- 
ling them of ſnch importance, as that if it be denizd them, deſpair 
of the Salvation of Infants is genuimely wmtroduced, pag. 74. As if 
God had tyed the Salvation of all the Infants in the World to a 
Ceremony. Thus does your Doctrine make the Covenant eſtab- 
liſhed by Chriſt, worſe than the Law of AZ/es; for under it the 
greater part of the Infants of the Jews were ſaved, without being 
Circumciſed, to wit, all the Females, and all the Males under eight 
days old : But you have no hope for Infants Male or Female, tho 
but of a day old, if it be not ſealed with your pretended Baptiſm. 
Lord, whither will Men go when they for ſake thy Word ! They will 
make Chriſt an 1-poſtor, if Infants be not capable of Baptiſm : See 
Mr. T aylor's Book, pag. 72. 7. 5: 

6. You ſay, Our Dottrine equals the Children of Chriſtians with the 
Children of Turks, &c. But we have ſhewed the advantage to be 
on the part of the Children of Chriſtians. And what if God,wil- 
ling to magnify his Mercy and Goodneſs, has provided a Saviour 
for the innocent Babes (dying in Infancy) throughout the World ? 
What need this trouble any Body ? muſt our-Eye be Evil, becauſe 
his is thus Bountiful ? We know that he hath concluded all under 
Sin, that he might have Mercy upon all. And if- God hath not 
Mercy on poor dying Infants,ſo as to ſave them all by Chriſt, pray 
ſhew what Mercy he hath upon them? Sure it had been a Mercy 
they had never been born, but not one Jora of Mercy to be born, 
only 
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befriends the Covenant of Grace ? 1 think not. 


7. To what you ſay (or have ſaid) about the Form of Baptiſm, 
you much miſtake us if you think we do not baptize in the Name 


of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. * The Article of our Faith, 


which you point to, was not written (as I conceive) to teach any 


to diſpenſe Baptiſm in different Forms of Words, but to ſhew that 
the Name of Son is to be taken, as he is our Lord and Saviour, . Yet 
let me tell you, that I can ſhew it under the Hand of ſome now in 
your Miniſtry, that ſays arth. 28. 19. does not impower any to 


39 
-only to cry. dye, and goto Hell. Can you think that ſuch Doftrine 


uſe that Form of Words in Baptiſm,and ſhews alfo that the Learn- © © 


cd are not agreed in that Matter. 
25 to the uſe of the Form there ſet down, and no orher. 


Of the manner of uſing Baptiſmal Water, 


1. Mr. Taylor grants, the Mode of Baptizing 1s laid down by our 
Saviur, and expreſſed in the Word Baptizontes, baptizing them, Mat 
28. 19. | 

Now this is very well, and 1 am glad he has done this Holy Or- 
dinance ſo much right, as to acknowledg Chriſt to lay down (in 
his Commiſſion Mar. 28. 19.) the Manner or Mode in which it 
ought to be performed. But then, I am ſorry to ſee my good 

Friend ſo ſoon forget himſelf, as in the very next Pageto tell us, 
that the Mode of Baptizing :s an indifferent thing , left to the Prus 
dence of the Church, whether to dip or ſprinkle. Newer of them being 
commanded, nor either of them abſolutely forbidden by the Precept of 
Baptizing, What ſhall I fay to this ? If Baprszoztes be the Precept 
for Baptizing, and yet commands nothing, neither to dip nor to 
ſprinkle, nor abſolutely forbids either, ſure then we keep no 
Command in doing either, nor do we break any in omitting both. 
Pity it is, that Men to uphold their own Tradition, ſhould thus 
fight againſt both Scripture and Reaſon. For, if our Saviour, by 

the Words baptizing them, command nothing, then its belt to do 
nothing ; if he command both dipping and ſprinkling, then both 
muſt be done ; if he command bur one of theſe, then bur one of 
them muſt be done : Let him chuſe which he will, he muſt chuſe 
but one. But yet he tells us otherwiſe, pag. 76. for ſaith he, The 
Word BemTI(o equally admits of both Significatrons, 4 ts granted by bet 
F e 
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beft Criticks * And quotes chiefly Mr. Walkers Do#, of Bapr. p. 60. 
10 p. 64. For anſwer, I ſay, it the word zan7i@ do equally fig- 
nity dip and ſprinkle, then unleſs we will be unequal we mult do 
both ; or elſe ſhew which of them may lawfully be omitted. 
As for Mr. Walker's Book, I have ſeen it, and obſerved that he 
plays with the Word pon, xTTI, portico, perl uGQ-, 
till he makes their Signification altogether uncertain, and ſets the 
Learned together by the Ears about the meaning of theſe Greek 
Words. And indeed, according to Mr. Walker, no Man can cer- 
tainly know when he hits right upon the thing to be done in Obe- 
dicnce to this Precept, Baprizing them. As if our Lord ſhould 
leave his Apcſiles, and they leave usto gueſs-at his meaning ; in a 
Paſſage wherein he commands nothing certainly. And yet to go 
round again, however we uſe Water in the Name, &c. we can 
hardly go beſides the meaning of Chrilt : For if we dip the Subject 
in the Element of Water,we are right ; if we ſprinkle it upon any 
part of the Body, (tor you can aflign no one part more than the 
other) we are right {till 3 1f we dip the Head only, or only the 
Foot, we are right ; if the Head, or Breaſt, or Hand only be 
ſprinkled, ſtill we are right. Now who can think, that our Sa- 
viour ſhould nſe an ambiguous Word, which is to guide us in mat- 
ter of Fa&t ? Do not Men that thus deal with the Word Baptize, 
make him the Author of all our Conteſts in this Caſe ? And ally- 
redly Mr. Walker has run many a one into a maze, about the mean- 
ing of £&77, and Iam ſorry to ſee Mr. Taylor to follow. him, 
' But ſith he refers me alſo to Mr. Leich*s Crit. Sac. He ſhall do well 
to mark what he ſaith (even as quoted by Mr. Walker, p. 36.) the 
reaſon (ſays he) why banmouG IS Pur pro Lotione C mundatione, 
is, becauſe ſuch as are immerſed (that is, dipped) come ont of the 
WATER waſhed or cleanſed. : 
So then, to Baptize, 1s to dip the Subjet in the Element in the 
Name, &c. and that which is no ſmail,but a molt importent Con- 
firmation of that Mode (and only that) is the Baptiſm of Chriſt: 
own Perſen ;, for Mr. Walker cannot deny, that the Greek in Mark 
1. 9. being rightly rendred in Engliſh, is thus read ; Feſws came 
—— and was baptized of John INTO JORDAN, and therefore h- 
may be confident he was not ſprinkled, for it would be nonſence 
to ſay he was ſprinkled to Fordat; but good ſence, and plain 
truth too, to ſay he was dipped ito Fordav. And yet for all this, 
Mr. Walker fights ſtoutly both againſt Truth and Reaſon, leaning - 


only 
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only upon the ſingle Authority of Berzard,and will have Sprinkling 
to be meant or ſignified by the Word Baptize, as well as Dipping. 
And Mr. Taylor tays the fame, tho many learned Writers coutra- 
dict them both. h | 

But it ſhall ſuffice here to ſet down two, both equal in Learning 
and Vertue to theſe our preſent Oppoſites. The hirlt ſhall be that 
truly Famous Man, Dr. Fer. Tay/or, in his Rule of Conſcience, 1. ;. 
C. 4. If you wou'd attend to the frgnification of the Word, B APTIS 
ſignifies plunging in Water, or dipping with waſhing. And ſaith Kec+ 
kerman,, Immerſion not Aſperſion (that is, dipping not ſprinkling) 
was the firſt inſtitution of Baptiſm,as it doth plainly appear from Rom. 6, 
3. Syſt. Theol. | 


Bur for all this, Mr. Walker pretends Antiquity for latin, 


and it is {trange to ſee what learned Men will ſay, when they are 
{er to defend Error. We will but touch two of his moſt ancient 
Inſtances, that you may ſee the bottom of the buſineſs. 


1. He goes as high as the ſecond Century, and takes an inſtance | 
of ſprinkling from the ſervice of the Demons (that is, Devil-Gods ) | 
but why ſo? Becauſe he ſuppoſes the Heathen nſed ſprinkling in |. 
the Service of their Demons, in imitation of the Chriſtians Pra- ' 
ctice. But the truth 1s, it's more to be feared, that unwary | 
Chriſtians did fall to imitate the Heathens ; for we are told ſo in | 
eitect, even by a learned Popiſh Author, which for the plainnels of | 


the Teſtimony, 1 will here faithfully tranſcribe. He ſaith, ---Tkzs 
chief Chair of the Church being tranſlated from Antioch ro Rome : He 
[Peter] and his Succeſſors, were very careful and vigulent toreduce the 
Chriſtian Religion (being as yet indigeſted, unpoliſhed, and. little pra- 
Hiſed) and the Profeſſors thereof, into better Order and Uniformity , 
out of the Law of Moſes (which Chriſt came not ts aboliſh, but to ful- 
fil) out of the Civil and Polttick Government of Romans, Greeks and 
Egyptians, and out of both ſacred and prophane Rites, Laws, and Ce- 
remonies of other Nations, but moſt eſpecially by the wholſom Doitrime 
and Direttion of Chriſt Feſi:, and the inſpiration of the Holy Sperit. 
See a Book called, 1he Mauners, Laws and Cuſtoms of all Nations, 
pag. 151. Behold here the Springs of Human Inventions and Cere- 
MONnies. 

Mr. Watker*s ſecond Inſtance, 1s a-Story of one ſprinkled with 
Sand, inſtead of Water (the Water being ſcarce, and rhe Party 
like to dye) : but alas they could not dip the Sick into the Sand, 
and however their Zeal may be commended, their Attion i nor 
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to be commended at all : It ſhews their Folly, for it7s better to be 
without a Ceremony, when we cannot poſllibly have it in God's 
way, than to {et up our own Devices in the ſtead, and place, and 
uſe of it. For I will (faith God) have Mercy and not Sacrifice, 

And thus we ſhall leave Mr. Walker to contider his Sandy Foun- 
dation for his ſprinkling Infants. 

2. Mr. Taylor ſays, Sprinkling cannot nullify Baptiſm, and therefore 
eur diſſenting Brethren are to blame, to. make our Baptiſm to be eſſential- 
ly corrupted, and not to be accounted Baptiſm, becauſe not performed by 
Dapprne. 

To this I anſwer ; When our Saviour commanded to baptize, he 
commanded bur one. not divers kinds of Actions ; and to do thar, 
which is not only contrary to his own blelſed Example in this 
very thing,but alſo ſuch an Act as cannot with any equity of Speech, 
or good Sence, be called Baptiſm, is to err ellentially in the per- 
formance of it. And ſo greatis the difference between Dipping 
and Sprinkling,that ſuch as ſprinkle Infants dare not ſpeak as they 
act,w hen they pretend to baptize: No,they dare not ſay,l ſprinkle 
thee in the Name of the Father, &c. which they might well 
fay,if the word Baptize does equally ſignify dipping and ſprinkling. 

Weare not therefore to blame, to labour to have this Ordinance 
kept asit was delivered, for ſure .if it be our Duty to keep God's 
Ordinances, it*'s our Duty to keep them as they were obſerved by: 

__, Chriſt; and the Primitive Churches- And fo far as the manner of 
doing thiscommand of Chriſt is eſſential to the Ordinance,dipying 
is of the eſſence of it, without which.it cannot be called Baptiim. 6 

Again, All the Scriptures which command to baptize, do ex- 
preſly command to dip the Party tor be baptized, and therefore 
Mr. Taylor is to blame, to ſay, There is. not one place of Scripture 
which. im expreſs Words commanas Dipping, pag. 59. Yea, Sir, your 
Text, Matth, 28. 19. commands Dipping : For were f-&nTIov735 

' tranſlated into plain Engliſh, it muſt be rendred by dipping. And 
{ pray Sir, conſider, whether you could not with a good Conſci- 
ence tranſlate it ſo ? And on the other ſide, Whether your Coffci- 
ence would not accuſe you, ſhould you tranſlate the Text, Teach 
all Nations, ſprinkling them ? I dare ſay no Man dare thus read 
the Text. Why then do: they thus act ? Shall we ſpeak, one 
thing,. and do another ? Ss ſpeak,ye, and ſo do ye, as they that ſhall 
by judged: by the Law of Liberty ;, to wit, the. Goſpel, = Hoe 


2, What. 


obſerve, The Septuagint do render the Word Tabal in the Hebrew, þ 'y 

feaxnTi, and. with all the Tranſlators, both the Latin, Dutch, Italian, 

French, and Engliſh, do tranſlate to dip ,, the Word rendred Waſhing, 

being another Word, as the following Scriptures inform you, Gen. 35. 

31. Exod: 12.22. Ley, 4-6. & 17. 14. &G6. 16,51. Levit. 9. 9. 
Deut. 33- 24- .John 3.:5. Numb. 16. 18. 2 Kings 5.14. I cannor 
think therefore, that you can conſcionably parallel Ro4.6. 3,4. 
Col. 2, 11.. with the Jewiſh Waſhings, which arc exprelied by the 
word yn1, not the word 5529 ( as Mr. Danvers further ſhews. ? 
And ſure. I am, that Rows. 6. and Col. 2. is fo very clear for our 
way of baptizing, that rth2 Learned of your way do grant theſe 
Places alludeto the ancient way of baptizing, which ( fay they ) 

was by dipping the Party-into the Water. | 

4. What you ſay of your Sprinkling to be as fignticant as 
Dipping; is not-true ; for indeed'unlefs it be commanded to figni- 
fy. the Death, Burial, Reſurrection of Chri:?, and our Mortihca- 
tion and Vivitication, 1t can ſignlty none of theſe things. Other- 
wile eyfry time you waſh your hands, might ſignify whar is ſignj- 
fed in Your Baptiſm ; . yet you will not ſay it doth ſo. And the 
ſame Anſwer may ſerve to what you ſay, of Sprinkling and Ii. 
ping, being equally obliging ; for unleſs God hath given them to 
oblige,. they have no obliging Nature or Virtue in them. 

5. What you ſay of the Scarcity of Water, can be no Plea for 
you that have no want of it, whatever it may be for them thar 
have it not. Bur ſure, where God gives not-Straw,he wiil require 
no Brick. He does not make Baptitm ſo neceilary, that we halt. 
periſh if we cannot, but rather if we will nor obzy him therein. 

6. YounSurmilſe, that Dipping ſeems an indecent thing, isinde- 

cently By both by Mr. Waker, and your: ſelf, ſeeing 1 
be done asdecently as your Sprinkling ; for your Tal 
parent Garments, ſhews your unacquaintedneſs with—the right 
way of Baptizing. And know this, your ruffin adles 1n their 
| gorgeous Apparel; may work upon your pravity of Heart ſooner, 
than to behold an humble penitent Sinner, cloathed” in comely, 
tho mean Garments, to be buried with Chriit by Baptiſm. 

| 7.19 
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3. What you urge from the Legal Waſhings, has been anſwered 
by the Learned'of our way, and particularly by Mr. Danvers, who 
ſays, 1 have carefully examined all the Places in the Old T, eftament, 
where the word Dipping or BaPtizing # mentioned, and do fiad it xx 
expreſſed by. the Hebrew Word, bon, as Minceus and Dr. Hammond 
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7. To your Objection about the Coldneſs of the Climate, you 
need but put on the Garment of Love to God and his Truth, and 
act from a Principle of Faith, and you need fear no 11], tho this 
Path may ſeem to you as the Valley of the Shadow of Death. Yet 
it any Perſon be really weak of Body, and cannot be ſatisfied to 
delay, ( as I confeſs that may be dangerous) there may ſuch care 
be taken, as in the Eye of. Reaſon no Inconvenience need 
be feared. And if the Water be frozen, ( as you object ) ſurely 
he that will allow us to thaw that for -our natural, will not-blame 
us, if we do fo for our ſpiritual uſe. | 

8. Docs phinging or dipping take away the Underſtanding ? 
\hy, not-more now than in Chrilt's Time. And 1s 1t ſo necella- 
ry that the linderſtanding att in the Duty ? 1 marvel then why 
you baptize Perſons ( as you call it ) when they are alleep. 

9. Whar you fay of the great Labour of dipping, and the Im- 
pollibility for one Man to baptize 3oco in one day, and that it is 
therefore unreaſonable to think the Apoſties did dip all that they 
baptized, *c. Ianſwer; Firſt, you grant then, that they dip- 
ped lome that they baptized ; prove now -that they ſprinkled fo 
much as one, and the Diſpute 13.ar anend. Secondly, But Sir, 
what need was there for one Man only to baprize the three thou- 
ſand ? Atts 2. 40. ' Does not Mr. Walker himſelf ſuppoſe; that 
There were of the hundred and twenty Diſciples, eighty two 
in a Miniſterial Capacicy, to wit, the Seventy two, belides the 
Apoſtles ? Surely they might calily baptize three thouſand ina few 
hours. 

But you will now prove the Lawfulneſs and Reaſonableneſs of 
Sprinkling ; let us hear what you ſay. 

1. You now make Sprinkling not only equally ſignified in the word, 
fpecnli{, but to be more congruous with its genuine Signification \ your 
reaſon is, ſoxniit being a Derivative, can admit of no larger Signift- 
cation than its Primitive (£:&T70, which we find ( ſay you) 2m the 
Hiſtory of Nebuch2dnezzar, when like .a Beaſt, u&& 1, he was wet 
with the Dew of Heaven. 

But for Anſwer; 1. 1 ſay, this Place in Daz. 4. will never 
prove, that Sprinkling is more congruous to the genuine Signiti- 
cation of «xn ſit, than Dipping : For Nebuchadnezzar being 1e- 
ven Years to live with Bealts, out of Habitation or Houſe, was 
1aſkciently waſhed, eſpecially being probably naked too ; ſo that 
this kind of wetting holds ſome reſemblance with plunging in 
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Water, there being no part free from the Water thus rained up” 
on Nebuchaanezzat : In which reſpect, it ſeems, . the Septvagin 
renders or expreſſes his lying open to the Snow, Hail, Rain, of 
Dew. ſo long a time, by the word, 16x. And, 2. My Anſwer 
is, That the Greek here is Hyperbolzcal, and not properly to be un- 
derſtood ; and our Tranſlators knowing this, did not (asI ſup- 
poſe) tranſlate the Word according to: its proper Slznification, 
our Language not well bearing it in that caſe, but according to 
the thing which was to befall Vebuch:zdnezzar. Ard it frems ve- 
ry diſingenuous, for you to conclude from this Hyp:rbele, thar 
Sprinkling 1s more conzruoms to the ligntication of fanmw, than 
Dipping, tho in ſo ſaying yon. contradi:t mo!t of the Learned 
that have interpreted the word,  «n1:/v, And 1 am fure, (and 
you know It much better than I can tei] you, for my Learning is 
nothing, when comparcd with yours,) that our Lexicons, Dictio 
naries, and Grammars, do make the prime Sizniication of fean- 
Tit to be a azpring, as they do who dye Colows;, and Scapula 
does not make f&Ti, nor fan, to lignify Sprinxling at all. 

2. What you ſay in your 2d, 3d, 4th, and 5th Particulars, is 
anſwered before ; bat here you ſa7, The Church was never confined 
ro that Mode of Dippiag, but bad ſeveral Ways of bai tizing, dirpine, 
or ſprinkling, &C. 

| anſwer : What Uſages the, Church has had; 13 not the Que- 
ſtion ; but the Ground of her doings 1s the matter of our Enqui- 
ry :|. Butyet 1 will venture to ſay, ſhe was always-confined to 
dip, If ſhe kept that Ordinance according to Chrilt's own Exam- 
ple,] which I think -is a better Expolitor of the word pawrlito, 
than any Lexicon in the World. 

2, The Alteration or the manner of this Ordinance, has not 
only occaſioned us to ſfay, You thar only croſs and ſprinkle are nar 
baptized ; but the 7uſcovitcs declare the Latin Church ro be un- 
baptized for the ſame reaſon. For.this you may read Daille on 
the'Fathers, (ib. 2. p-148. where he tells us; © The Cultom' of 
© the Ancient Church was to plunge thoſe they baptized over Head 
and Ears in Water, as Tertullian, Cyprian, and Epiphanius teſtify. 
© And this is ſtill the Praftice of the: Greek, and Ryſſtan Cnurch at 
© this day, as Cafſander de Baptiſmo, pag. 193. And yet natwith- 
*tanding this Cuſtom is now aboliſhed by the Church of Rome; and 
© this is the reaſon why the Muſcovites ſay that the Latines are nat 


© rightly and duly baptized. Thus he. Nor 1s this the only 
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Cauſe why we think” your pretended Baptiſm a Nullity, for your - 
Error about the Subject is more than the other. 

3. What you ſay further is, to make us believe that Chriſt did 
not go into the Water; that the Eunuch went to the Water only, 
becauſe the Prepoſition &s ſignifies ad, to. But your Conſcience 
will tell you, it ſignifies #0, as well as to ; and indeed you grant 
it : and then to what Putpoſe do you quarrel our Tranſlation ? 
However, we have proved that Chriſt was'baptized in the River : 
and ?tis expreſly ſaid of the many Thouſands which came to Jor- 
dan, that they were all baptized in the River, confeſſing their Sin. 
Now, Sir, here «v'Io:davy mT x;u, cannot be rendred ro the Ri- 
ver, nor with the River, ( without egregious Folly ) and-then ?tis 
very plain, that-they were. all dipped in the River ; for it had been 
abſolute Folly to gonto the River to ſprinkle the Face, Hand, or 
any other part of the Body. - Seeing then they went into the Ri- 
ver to baptize, it ſhews It cannot rightly be done without. going, 
into the Water : and therefore of neceſſity we muſt underitand, 
Dipping is the only true Mode of Baptizing. 

4. I marvel how any wiſe Man can look upon that Text, Fohr: 
3. 23. John baptized in Enon, --- becauſe there was much Water there , 
and ſo much as think Sprinkling to be a lawful way of baptizing. 
If he will uſe any of his Wit, he cannot but infer, Baptiſm could 
not be rightly done with a few drops of Water, ſeein Fohz choſe 
Enon, becauſe there was much Water there, And what tho noAAc 
ume ſignify many Waters ? yet it does not ſignify many Rivers ; 

| but by the Noiſe of many Waters, is 6ften meant the Noiſe of 
much Water in one Source'or Channel. However, you ſay, the 
Greek ſignifies the Confluence of theſe two Springs, Fordan and 
Faboc ; but yer you are unwilling that they ſhould yield ſo much * 
Water as might ſuffice to dip in. And yet the Scripture tells you 
elſewhere, that Jordan overflows all her Banks at certain times ; 
and Lirhgow, that was at it, will give you an account, that it is 
a River ſufficient to dip a bigger Man than your ſelf in. 

But here, you ſay, ts no mention of dipping. Yes, Sir, but there 
is; for when you hear, that_Johz was baptizing in Enon, he was 
either dippiug or ſprinkling. The latter would make the Speech 
abſurd and nonſenſical ; the former therefore was his Buſineſs, for 
be was dipping in Enon, wear Salem, becauſe there was much Water 
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Your Church therefore is very much to blame, in leaving the 
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Way of Truth, and following her own Tradition, and 15 therefore 
the cauſe of our preſent diſunion, and will be till ſhe turn to the 
Truth, both in the Subject and Manner of Baptiſm, or at lealt for- 
bear to impoſe upon us without Authority from Heaven. 
What you add, by way of anſwer to ſome of our Objections 
againſt Infant Baptiſm, is anſwered in my Reply to Dr. Stsllzng- 
fleet, and Mr. F. Barret, which is bound up with my Book of Pre- 
mitive Chriſtianity, and to that I will refer you. What you add 
about Sureties or God-Fathers, &c. I ſhall not take notice of at 
this time, and indeed the uſage is [5 odd, that Dr. Fer. Taylor well 
ſaid, if it had been God's will ro have had them, Ut zs to be ſuppoſed 
he would have given them Commiſſion to have tranſatted the Solemnity 
with better Circumſtances, and given Anſwers with more Truth; for if 
the God Fathers anſwer in the Name of the Child (I do believe) it 1s 
notorious, they ſpeak falſe and ridiculouſly. And this is even enough 
to ſay to ſuch an Innovation : But what abſurdity 15 1t,which being 
ence made a Cannon by learned Men, will not find ſome to daub 
it up with untempered Mortar ? Could Men but remember Nadab 
and Abihu, Lev.10. they would fear toadd to, or take from 
the Ordinances of Chriſt, under what pretence of *'Piety or Pru- 
dence ſoever. 


Thus Sir, I have briefly anſwered your Arguments, and hope I 
have not miſtaken your Sence in any Pallage I except againſt. 
And for a Concluſion, 1 crave leave to ſay, That the way to obtain 
that Unity which is ſo deſirable, between the Baptized Believers 
and the Church of England, is not to fall to it by Diſputation, but 
by propoſing what Abatements may be made about ſuch things as 
are not mentioned in the Scripture, (as this of Pzdo-Baptiſm 1s not) 
or at leaſt what mitigation may be hoped for, as to the impolition 
of ſuch things : And on the other ſide, I truſt in the Lord that you 
ſhall call for nothing from us, wherein we may ſubmit withour tin- 
ning againſt God, but we ſhall gladly hearken to you. | 

In the mean time, conſtant Prayer to God for the Blefling of 


+ Truth and Peace, and friendly conference between the Ieading 
- Men on both parts, may do much to further ſo good a Work, ſpe- 


cially if his Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed to permit {uct 
friendly Treaties. But of writing many Books there 15 no end. 
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© SECT. IV. 
| A Plea for the Church- Aſſemblies of the Baptized Believers. 


Ma and very great has been the Sufferings of the Baptized 
KL Believers in this Nation, fince the publication of the Act, 
entitled, an Ac ro prevent and ſuppreſs ſeditions Conventicles. And if 
the meaning of the {aid Act be to reltrict all Chriſtian Allemblies, 
( except the Parochial ) to the number ot four Perſons, belides the 
Families where*they do allemble, We ſee not how we can, with 
fafety to our Souls, conform to the Limits thereby preſcribed. 
But foraſmuch as the ſaid Att pretends only the prevention and 
fappreſſion of Seditious Conventicles, We humbly conceive, that 
thoſe who are free from Seditious Deiigns in their meeting toge- 
ther to worſhip God, are rationally acquitted from the Impuration 
of Sedition ; and conſequently no Man can conſcienciouily proſe- 
cute any of us upon that Statute, being utterly unable to prove 
2ny ſuch Crime againſt us ;. nor could any ever yet convict us of 
fuch an Evil, .nor., by the Grace of God, ſhall they (l hope ) ever 
be able to do it. | 

Upon a due Enquiry it will evidently appear, that it is the 
Lord himſelf that hath ordered his People to convene or congre- 
gate, for the better diſcharge of the great Duties of Prayer, 
Preaching, and the Celebration of other his holy Ordinances; ta 
which holy Ends he has allowed, not four Perſons only, but the 
whole Church, in any Town or City, to come together into one. 
Place, among whom alfo ſuch as do not believe the Goſpel, are 
allowed to appear, in order to their Illumination, and:this with- 
out any limitation in reſpect of Number :. So that it ſeems to ex-- 
ceed the due Bounds of hnmane Power, to uſe Reſtraint, where 
God hath given ſuch gracious Liverty. 1 Cor. 14. 23, 24 25- 
Jam. 2, 24.3. Heb. 10. 24- 

Foraſmuch then as God has not given any Power upon Earth,, 
to forbid any Chriftian, or ſuch as deſire to-know Chriſt, to hear 
his Word at any time, or- in any place ; but on thecontrary, 
commands every Man that hath an Ear, to hear what.the Spirit ſaith 
wita the Churches, Rev. 2. 7. ſaying, To day if ye will bear hu Yoice, 
barden nc. your Hearts, Pſal. 95. 7. Proclaiming; ro every one that: 
thirſteth, to come and take off the Waters of Life freely: Iſa. 55. 1. 
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To whoſe gracious Invitation the Sprret and the Bride (the Church) 
agreeth, ſaying, Come, Rev-22.17. It muſt needsbe very dan- 
gerous for any Man to ſay, Do not come, when they deſire to drink 


Goſpel of Chriſt, And how can we think that our gracious God, 
who in Things pertaining to this Life, will not allow us to ſay 
to 0ur Neighbour, Go away, andeome again to morrow, axd 7 will give, 
when we have it by us, Prov. 3. 27, 28. will ever accept us with 2 
Well-done, good and faithful Servant, if in the more weighty Matters 
of his Law we put Men off with delatory Anſwers 2 Behold, now 
#5 the accepted Time ; behold, now i the Day of Salvation. 

. It mult begranted, that the Church is the Light of the World, 
a City ſet upon a Hill, that cannot be hid ; whilſt therefore we 
are conſcionably, and (we truſt) groundedly perſuaded, that we 
are a part of this Church, a neceſlity lieth upon us, to make manifeſt 
the Savour of the Knowleag of Chriſt i every Place. For as it was 
truly ſaid to Chriſt, That no an doth any thing in ſecret, and him- 


obſcure her Light by a ſecret Profeſlion of Chriſtianity, leſt ſhe 
contradict her own Prayer, and. the PraCftice of the Primitive 
Churches, held forth in theſe Words : God be merciful to us, aud 
' bleſs us, and cauſe his Face to ſhine upon us, that his Way maybe knows 
upon the Earth, and his Saving-Health among all Nations. And now, 
Lord, behold their Threatnings, and grant untothy Servants, that with 
all boldneſs they may ſpeak_thy Word. —— And they ſpake the Word 
with boldneſs. Aud they overcame him by the Blood of the Lamb, 
by the Word of their Teſtimony 5, and they loved not their Lyves unta 
the Death. 
received the Word in much Afﬀiittion, with Foy of the Holy-Ghaſt,' 
And if for the like faithful Teſtimony we mult ſtill ſyffer, as we 
have done, we ſhall rejoyce, as Chriſt hath exhorted us. The 


the Profeflion of her Faith ; and this not by Starts and Girds, as 
Men give them Licenſe or Toleration, but with all conſtancy, and 
without wavering. And ſurely our Lord foreſeeing, and b,; his 
Apoltles foreſhewing what would come to paſs, required that this 
Profeflion be held without wavering in the Bulineſs of Church-At- 


Seryice of God (.1n a Church-way ) 4s like to fall to the ground; 


- Tlys Duty, as it:is of greateſt jmportanre, fo it is founded up- 


of theſe living Waters, which flow in the lively Preaching of the . 
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ſelf deſires to be known openly : So neither muſt the Church of Chriſt 


And became Followers of the Churches of God, having 


Church is taught of God to hold fat, not her. Faith-only, bat alis 


ſembling, Heb. 10.25. becauſe without ſych Aflemblies, the whole * 


on Heavens Autbority : Foifake rorope Aferngiing of your ſelues tor 
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An - Apology fo? 
gether, And it is granted by the learned Proteſtants, That againſt the 


Law of God or Nature no contrary Cuſtom doth ever prevail .CDr.Field of 


the Church,lib.4.] He that doth any thing by Command from the K ing, 
comrary to the Command of God, does not fear God, ( ſaith Dr. Sa- 
vage, Chaplain to K. Charles Il, in his Dew of Hermon, p. 36,to 39.) 
And, ſpeaking of the firſt Preachers of the Goſpel, he ſaith, Theer 
Rulers enjoined them not to preach Chriſt, and thereiy they did well to 
diſobey ; for otherwiſe they had not feared God, maſmuch> as tho their 
Rulers were above them, yet God was above them both, - For in 
commanding any thing contrary to the Word and Will of God, they abuſe 
their Power, euher through their Ignorance or Wilfulneſs ; and in that 
caſe meerly Paſſive Obedience 15 to be yielded. Thieſe latter Sentences 
are the more remarkable, being written by one of his Majeſtics 
Chaplains, in Anſwer to a Book written by the Baptized Believers 
in this Age, entitled, Si0*s Groans for her Diſtreſſed ; which 
Book, whilſt he pretends to confute, he has confirmed it, in the 
main ſcope and Intent of ir. 

As it is impoſſible, by Mults and Penalties to overcome the 
faithful Profeſſors of the Truth, ( for that which. is of God, Me 
cannot overthrow,, ACts 5.39.) fo neither will thoſe that are zealous 
for Error. be vanquiſhed by that, way. And the miſchief is, their 
Errors are by their Sufferings made the more taking with thoſe of 
weak Judgments. What then is the reſult of Perſecution for Re- 
higion ? Is it not commonly thts, That the Hypocrites or Time- 
* fervers do fill that Church which has the Power of the Magiſtrate 
on her ſide? And ſuppoſe ſhe have the Truth: on her fide;. yet 
thoſe Temporizers come not to her Communion far the Truths 
fake, and therefore cannot be a Bleſling to-her, nor ſhe to them ; 
nay, theſe ſhall, the ſooneſt of all others, betray her, when ever 
Time ſhall miniſter occaſion ; for thoſe who are not true to God, 
and their own Conſcience, will never be faithful to Men. They wor- 
ſhip not the King of Heaven, bat the Earthly Crown and Scepter, much 
like Euripus, carried headlong ſometimes this way, ſometimes that way. 
Socrat. lib.3. cap.21. | 

But, fhortly, to fum-up what is or might be further ſaid. in. this 
Caſe. | 

t. To reftri&t our Aſſemblies to the Zz-nts of the ſaid Act,is to obey 
Man rather than God, who gives liberty, without limiting the 
Numbers of thoſe that meet, to worſhip hun in a Church-way. 
And whilſt we believe our Aſſemblies are true Churches, we muſt 
endeavour to-meet in God's way, whoever: countermands it. 
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2. For thus to limit our Aſſemblies to the Number of Four; will 
certainly deſtroy all our Church- Aſſemblies : For, ſuppoſe ſome 
Congregation or Church conſiſt but of anhundred Pell theſe 
being divided into Fours, have no Church-Aſſembly, unleſs every 
of theſe four be a Church. And if the Magiſtrate have juſt power 


to divideus into Fours or Fives, he has power to ſubdivide us into 
Two's, and by conſequence to dillolve all our Aſſemblies. I con- 


feſs, a ſmall Numhber may conſritute a true Church. Gregory Thau- 
maturgus, tho a Biſhop, had a Church conſiſting but of ſeventeen 
Perſons. [ Baſil. de Spirit. Sanit. cap. 29.) Our Saviour has pro- 
miſed his preſence, where :wo-or three are met together in his Name. 
But then i» his Name, ſignifieth in his Authority, and according to: 
his Appointment. Now Chriſt has no where appointed, that four, 
and no more,ſhould come tozether into one Houle or Place; no,tho 
an hundred Perſons be come togerther,if more do come,they cannot 
be prohibited by all that Power which God has given to.Man, as we 
have thewed. 

2. Our zealous Country-Men of the Parochial Way,would think 
it very unlawful to be limited in their Meetings to fotrs or fives ; 
and yer they ought tobe reſtraiwd from Seditions Practices as well. 
as Others; and we do by as good Right think it unlawful for us to 
be (o reſtrained. We hope our Legulators did not intend at all to 
exalt their Authority againſt the Lord, whoſe Power is above all. 
But yet when theſe Laws come to be executed upon good Men, by 
the Induſtry of mercenary Fellows, meerly for worſhipping God, 
then are they turned into Snares to the ruin of the Innocent, and 
diſhonour of that Power which gave them being. And- all this falls 
out, for want of better proviſion in the ſaid Laws,to convict Men of 
Sedition,than only becauſe they were obſerv d to preach or pray. 

4. Wherefore. bcing fully ſatisfied that our Allemblies are true 
Church-Aſſemblies, and thar upon the ftricteſt enquiry we are able 
to-make into the due Nature and-Order of ſuch Allemblies,we con- 


ceive our ſelves indiſpeniibly bound by the Word-of God; the Ex- ' 


amples of the firſt and beſt Churches, and-the Tie of Conſcience,as 
regulated by a ſincere Love of Religion, to hold faſt the Profeſſion 
of our Fatth without wavering or changing, by reaſon of the 
Change of T umes,or Man's Laws. Being alſo rationally perſuaded, 
' that the more publick and free Men are to ſerve the Lord, the lets 
. danger of Sedition. Wherefore, with innocent Hearts, and pure 
Hands, (as to any Deſign of Sedition) in the ſtrengttrof Chriſt,we 
will keep his Way,and let the Lord do with us as ſeemeth him good: 
| SECT... 
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SECT. V.- 


Of the Baptized Bekevers Call to Chriſtianity, and to the 
Work of the Miniſtry. 


\ \ T Hen our Saviour commanded his Apoſtles £0 reach all Nations, 

V and to preach the Goſpel ro every Creature, \We do not doubt 
but their perforn.ance of thu his gracious Will, may truly be ſaid to 
be the calling of the Gentiles, or Nations : Ard that Men- enjoy a 
great Mercy (for which they ought to be very thankful) to be 
born in a Nation to whom the Goſpel has been preached, and re- 
ceived by their Progenitors: And that it is alſoa great Bleſling to 
be born under the Government of Chriſtian Princes; and we be- 
lieve we ought to love and honour our Nation, and the Rulers 
of it, upon this very account (as well as for the Obligation of 
Nature and Laws) vzz. becaule they allert the Intereſt of Chriit 
Jeſus in general as well as we. 

Nor is it our Buſineſs to deſtroy the State of Chriſtianity recei- 
ved in any Nation ; nor at all to deſpiſe the Miniſtry that conſci- 
entioully upholds it (but only to labour that Chriſtianity may be 
delivered from the Errors that have encumbred it, by reaſon of the 
change of Governments and Intereſts, or Corruptions of the Ages 
paft.) And in this Conſideration, as we look upon our Nation to 
be a Chriſtian Nation ; ſo we count our ſelves much more happy 
in being, Members of a Nation that owns the true God, Chriſt Je- 
{us to be the Saviour of the World, the Scriptures to be holy and 
:rue, and that Faith and Holineſs is the way to true Bleſledneſs, 
;han to have been of any other Nation whatſoever. 

Put yet for all this there 1s a great Truth in the Words of Ter- 
cuillidn, 1. & We are not born,but made Chriſtians. And therefore,we 
do not think that our meer Birth of Chriſtian Parents does qualify 
us, OT glve us an actual Right to Chriſt's Ordinances 3 but to this 
end we beliove, and know, that every Perſon ought to have the 
Goſpel preached, or ſome way made known to them, and that a 
work of real Grace (or the new Birth) at kaſt by a ſolemn Pro- 
feſlion, mult precede our Bapti{mal Covenant z to this the Scrip- 
tures give full conſent, John 1,12, 13: 2Cor. 5.17. Eph. 2. 410. 
i Pet. 1.23. And thus we, and-ours {fo many of them as the Lord 
'our God does call by the preaching of-the Goſpe]) are actually in- 


corporate 
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corporate with the Church of Chriſt Militant, and engaged thence- 
forth in the high and holy Calling, 7 and actual Profeſſion of the 
Chriſtian Religion. | 
2. But now, Whether we have any lawful Call to the work of 
the Miniſtry, is the buſineſs to be a little conſidered, partly,for that 
{ome of our late Perfecutors were pleaſed to ſuggeſt the contrary ; 
and partly to put our ſelves upon the ſtricteſt Trial, even in this 
caſe where we are ſuppoſed to be the moſt deficient. 
The Queſtions in this caſe to be reſolved, are, 
1. Whether a ſucceſſion of Ordination from Man ro Man, down from 
ſome of the Apoſt les,be abſolutelyneceſſary to a due Call to the Miniſtry? or, 
2. Whether the ſame Means that 1s of Authority ſufficicat to make 
Aen Chriſtians, be not alſo ſufficient to make Htniſters ? 
In anſwer to theſe Queſtions,we ſhall do little more than offer 
what we have formerly written upon this Subject.. And tho the, | 
Papiſts are the Men who ſtand molt ſtifly for Succeſlion,as necellary,© 
yer of late we find our Friends of the Church of England looking 
that way, as If they would juſtify their Ordination 1n a ſucceſlive 
Line from Man to Man, through the Papacy : which thing is diſ- 
claimed by Dr. Luther,with the greateſt vehemency,in theſe words. 
* Whoſo loveth TChrilt,. ought to endure any thing, rather than 
©to be ordained by the Papiſts; becauſe in their Ordinations all 
© things are carried with ſuch wicked prepolteroufnels, that if they 
< were not mad, and blind, they wouid perceive how they mock 


< God to his Face ;. -— being ttricken with an univerſal blindneſs, 
< they do-not ſb much as know the Word of God,, 6 ſpecially the 
© Biſhops who ordain. ——Let mebe counted a Fool, a Knave. a 


© Lyer, if there be any one of them, ordain'd by them, who dare 
< ſay, that at ſuch time as he received Orders, he was.commanded 
*to diſpenſe the Mytteries of Chriſt, or ta teach the Goſpel, ---but 


_ © they ordaia Sacrificers of the. unbBody Sacrifice of the Maſs, and 


© to hear Confeſſions, &c. Thus far Luther... And'the Oath which 

they take at their Ordination (as ſet down by Mr. Bullinzer ) is 

very un-goſpel-like, the ſum of it is in theſe Words, That the Pricſt- 
wall be a true Subject tothe Pape, obeythe Decrees.of the Fathers, and of 
the Church (ie. the Roman Church )andthat he will perſecuue Hereticks, 
 BHexaccenſures all Ordination taken from the Papilts. Let us hear 
him ſpeak. © What ordinary Vocation is that which. you ſay the 
< firſt Reformers had,excepting ſome few of them.js it not the Pall? 
* Shall we think then, that the Popiſh Ordersare valid; in which 
< there is not any preceding enquiry into manners ?* No ſuch En- 

| quiry. 
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' quiry or Procedure, as is inviolably to bemade, or obſcryed, by 
* Divine Right in Elections, and Ordinations, — Shall we think 

ſo highly of their Ordinations,that as often as any falſe Biſhops are 

converted to true Chriſtianity, immediately all the Filth, Unclean- 
© neſs, and Impurity, collated, is waſhed away ? Nay, but with 
© what Face or Conſcience will he be able to forſake Popery,and not 
< abjure his irregular Ordination ? or if hedo abjure it;how can he 
< by virtue thereof claim Anthority to teach ? | 

Thus theſe two Pillars of the Proteſtant Reformation, are ſo far 
from deriving their Call to the Miniſtry, through the Papacy (as 
ſome late Proteltants pretend todo) that they do utterly reject 
any Ordination which-comes from them. Nor was Luther and 
Beza ordained after they came from the Papilts. (Mr. Srabs Occaſ. 
Quer.) But Beza is ſaid to defend his Call to the Miniſtry, by In- 
{tances of thoſe that were catkd extraordinarily, as //azah, Daniel, 
Amos, Zecharias, &C. \ : 

Theſe things premiſed, we may allume, that either of theſe ways 
(as approved by our Reformers reſpectively) could we go to de- 
fend our Call to the Miniſtry, as well as they : Being firſt, many of 
us,ordained by thoſe who received Ordination from you, and ſome 
may run with you to Biſhop Cranmer, who was ordained by the 
Papacy ; and then proceed, till we come up to Clemens,or Lucius, 
and ſo to St. Peter. 

And as for the pretence of Beza,.or Luther, about their extra- 
ordinary Call, it*s not impoſlible for us to give as fair a Demon- 
#ration of it, as either of them, (ſpecially if we take the Rules gi- 
ven by Mr. Beza, to judg of ſuch a Call by, to be cogent, viz. 
00d Life, ſound Dottrine, and the Elettion of the People.) But to be 
plain, we do not very well like either of theſe ways. Not the 


- firſt, irzis ſo ſordid, as that the Papilts themſelves in deriving their 


Call through the Papacy, are forced to take it from ſo many falſe 
pretended Popes, or Diabolical Popes, even Witches and Devils 
-:icarnate (by their own confellion) that they make but a lamen- 
table Succeſſion of it in the end. And eſpecially, if Srapleron may 
be regarded (tho a Papiſt) who tells us, That it is not a bare and 
perſonal Succeſſion, but lawful Succeſſion, which is a note of a true 
Church ; and defineth that to be /awful Succeſſion, when not enly the 
latter ſucceeds into the void rooms of thoſe that went before them, being 
lawfully called thereunto, but alſo hold the Faith which their Predeceſ- 
ſors did. Now let this Rule be honeſtly ſtood by, and we are ſure 
the Papiſts ſhall never be able to prove a Succellion of many points 

 - 
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of their Faith, and Doftrines from the Apoſtles, whilſt the World 
ſtands, and conſequently neither can the Proteſtants derive a law- 
ful Succeſſion from them: 


We like not the ſecond way, for we will not compare with 7/a- 


tah, Damel, Amos, nor Zechariah, in reſpect of their immediate 
Miſſion. © Burt this we ſay, That our Call to the Minittry is no 
otherwiſe extraordipary, than our Call to belieye the Goſpel is ſo ; 
or,as it ſtands clear from all the idle Ceremonies uſed by Papilts,or 
others in their Ordinations, or as it is ordered (as near as we can) 
according to the Word of God. And is-the ſacred Word of 
Power to beget us to God, and by the afliſtance of his Spirit to 


- makeus his Children, or Chriſtians ? and 1s it not of Power or 


Authority ſufficient to enable us to worſhip God in his own Ordi- 
nances, which were made for Chriſtians, and not Chriſtians for 
them ? This ſeems juftly ridiculous. | 
We make no doubt but that it's eaſy with God (and no extra- 
ordinary thing) to raiſe a People to himſelf, in a Nation where 
all have corrupted the way of Chriſtianity, (or loſt the State and 
Praiſe of a true Church) meerly through his Bleſſing upon the 
reading and diligent ſearching of the Scriptures, (I ſpeak of a Na- 
tion where the Scriptures are received, as that is our caſe.) The 
Truth is, all the ways'of God's Worſhip, are (in the Word) made 
ready for us, and laid at our Doors, and we do but take up glad- 
ly, what others let he as uſeleſs things, that they may hug their 
own Devices. | 
But now to filence a Papiſt for ever (which ſome will think to 
be a difficult undertaking) ; do they yot allow(even by the Pen of 
the Learned Bellarmine, chap. 7.) thateven an Heathen, that is not 
baptized, may adminiſter Baptiſm in caſe of Neceſlity ? And this 
they eſteem a valid Baptiſm. And why then may not we, when 
God hath opened our Eyes to ſee any other Truth,as well as that, 
enter upon the dutiful obſervance of it in the beſt way we can, 
our Circumſtances (eſpecially the caſe of Neceſſity) being conſide- 
red ? For is not Necellity-as good a Warrant to-take up the pra- 
ftice of, or to reſtore one Truth as well as atother ?: Certainly, 
one Ordinance is as ſacred as - another, and - where Churches are 
ſetled, ought to be diſpenſed in the moſt honourable way, and by 
the moſt fit Inſtruments, even Chrift*s Miniſters, Wherefore, till 
the Papifts thall recal their opinion &bom Baptiſm, and prove a - 
Succeſſion 'as etelliry to Baptiſm as Ordination; they can with 
| 4 H no 
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no ſhew of reafon, inſiſt upon the neceſſity of Ordination to be 
founded upon Succeſſion. But further, | 

it's evident from the Scriptures, (As 13.) that a Succeſſion is 
not necellary to true Ordination ; for tho the Apoſtles were yet 
living) it was not thought neceſlary that they ſhould impoſe Hands 
upon Barnabas and Paul : but this is done by gifted Men, or the 
Prophets that were in the Church at Antioch. The only queſtion 
here to be reſolved is, Whether this laying on of Hands was for Ord;- 
»ation? The Papiſts do hold it was; ſome Proteſtants deny it ; 
but ſome avrds ook: do affirm ir. Mr. Churchman, in his Hiſtory 
of Epiſcopacy, tells out of Chryſoſtom, That tho Paul was an Apoſtle 
neither of Men, nor by Men, yet as for the Wark to which he was ſepara- 
red, ask the ſaid Father (faith he) azd he will tell you, 6is T1, Amrw- 
god, T hat it was the Office of an Apoſtle, and that he was ordaincd az 
Apoſtle here, that he might preach the Goſpel with greater Pewer, _— 
And certainly that he had not the Apoſtleſhip before,may be made manifeſt 
by that which followed after. But tho ſome Proteſtants doubt whe- 
ther this were Paws Ordination(tho the matter is clear of it ſelf ) 
yet here is the Ordinationof Barnabas without all queſtion ; and 
then it is evident that there was an Interruption of Succeſlion in 
the caſe of Ordination, even in the Apoſtles Days, and therefore 
by no means to be held to be neceſſary in our Days,who are {o far 
removed from the times of the Holy Apoſtles, that in vain. do Men 


think to find a clear and undoubted Succeſſion, of any one Ordi- © 


nance from them. Wherefore we may ſafely conclude, that where 
the Truth of the Goſpel 1s received, with the Gifts of God's Spirit 
(as that was the caſe at Antioch) there isa ſufficiency of Power on 
the Perſons ſo gifted, with the advice of the Churchto ſend.forth, 
or appoint Men to the work of the Miniſtry ; altho 'tis true, this 
courſe is moſt warrantable in the caſe of neceſſity. and. in no wiſe 
to be done in contempt or wilful neglect of that way, which is 
more ordinary and regular. Howbeit, to tye all. Power of Ordi- 
nation ſo ſtrictly to the Perſons of Men ordained, by ſuch as were 
ordained by the Apoſtles themſelves, would in. all likelihood 


throw the Power of Ordination out of the.Church of God at this 


day ;, eſpecially.if we ſtand upon the due EleCtion:and Qualificati- 
on of Perſons ſoclaiming Succeſſion from the. Apoſtles themſelves. 

And becauſe due Qualifications, and.EleCtion, is as neceſlary to 
atrue Miniſter of, Chriſt, as. Ordanation, ſecing it*s moſt certain, 


that unlefs God do firſt make Men Minilters, it's impoſſible "—_ 
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Church (rightly) to make them Miniſters. ' We ſhall here add, 
That beſides his moral Vertues, and Spiritual Gifts, he that is re- - 
gularly called tothe Miniſtry, muſt firſt be a true Member of the 
Church, and choſen by a true Church to that ſacred Employment. 
And then we may boldly (yet modeſtly) ſuppoſe, that true Ordi- 
nation (at leaſt in ſome part of it) is only Ae in the Congre= 
zations of Baptized Believers at this day : For, where true Bap- 
tiſm is not, Ordination cannot be regular. Again, dueElection 1s 
found amongſt them,whilſt neglected both by Papiſts,and Prelatiſts. 
And further, the true Form and Order of Ordination is found in 
our Churches. The hiſt is evident of it ſelf, Vo Baptiſm, no due 
Ordimation ;, is a Truth withour exception among all that own Or- 
dination. And for the ſecond, ?tis certain none are ordained to 
any Office in the Baptized Churches, till elected by the conſent of 
the Church, or the Major part, to whom they are to miniſter. 
| And herein they follow the Footſteps of the Apoſtles, AtZs 1. 

when one muſt be choſen in the reom of 7d, the 1 20,which was 
the whole Aſſembly, allowed the choice of two.: and good reaſon 
there 1s, that where al) are equally concerned, they ſhould all be 
ſatisfied in the choice of ſuch, as to whom they commit the care 
and feeding of their Souls. | | 

When the ſeven Deacons were to be ordained,the whole Church 
1s conſulted, As 6. and the Eleftion made by them who knew the 
qualification of the Perſons. | X 

And as holy Scripture, ſo Antiquity ſtands with us in this caſe. 
The N:zcene Conncil, writing their minds to the Church at Aelxan- 
aria, concerning ſome that were to ſucceed other Biſhops, gives 
theſe Directions : 1f ſo be they ſhall ſeem to be worthy, and the People 
ſhall chuſe them, What Rules were to be obſerved in reſpect of 
their worthineſs for Miniſterial Employment, may be gathered 
from Clement, Epiſt. ad Corimth. Having (ſaith he) made trial of 
them by the Spirit, to be Biſhops and Deacons. And again, Others well 
approved of, ſhould ſucceed into the Office and Miniſtry, who therefore 
have been conſtituted,---by famous and diſcreet Men, with the good liking 
and conſent of all the Church, —— and who withal, have of a long time 
had a good Teſtimony from all Men. 

Leo gives the ſame direftion (Epi. 84. c. 5.) charging, That 
none be ordained againſt the Wills and Petitions of the People : And 
again, Epiſt. 49. The Cuſtom was that he ſhould be choſen of all, that 


w45 T0 be over all, and wills, that the liking of the People and their Teſti 
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niony be ſought : That in Oraimnations, the Rules of the Apoſtles. and Fa- 
thers ought to be obſerved ;, that he that 15 to be over the Church, ſhould 
not only have the Allowance of the Faithful, but the Teſtimony alſo of 
them that are w#thout. 

Cypriaz isas clear for us, (Ep.l. 1.) The People who full well 
and perfectly know the Life of him that is to be ordained Biſhop, 
are to be preſent, and to be choſen with their allowance. who 


know the Converſation of every one. And he brings Salinins Chis 


Colleague) for Inſtarce,who was choſen by the Voice of the whoje 
Brotherhood,and the Judgment of the Biſhops which came together. 
Each Church ftands free ( ſaith Dr. Bulſon, Perpet. Govern.) by 
Gods Law to admit, maint ain, and obey no Man as their Paſtor with- 
ont their liking ;, and that the Peoples Eleition dependeth on humane Fel- 
lowfhip, and firſt Principles of humane Society and Aſſemblies. 
Dr. Field informs us, That this Right of the People hath been invaded 
many ways: 1. By great Perſonages and Maziſtrates. 2. When the Bi- 
Phops grew to great Ponip, and the Clergy began to be enriched by Bene- 
frees, Eleftions were, and to this day are made according to the Intereſts 
of the Rich and Strong, whilſt the People are not only deprived of, but be- 
come ignoraiit, that any Right remains in them to chaſe their on AMini- 
ſters or Paſtors. | . 
Now this Privilege, tho loſt in moſt National Churches, is re- 
frored and maintained in the Baptized Churches, where none are 
 elefted Meſſengers, Biſhops, or Deacons, without the free Choice 
of the Brotherhood where 1uch Elections are made. And after ſuch 
Election of Perſons of known Integrity and competent Ability, 


. weproceed to Ordination, with Faſting and Prayer, and the lay- 


ng on of Hands, according to the Scripture ; As 3.3. When they 
bad faſted and prayed, they laid their Hands on them, and ſent them 
away. Thus for the Ordination of Mellengers, ( which after the 
manner of ſome are called Biſhops.) Acts 14. 23. fnd whey they 
had ordained them Elfers in every Church, and prayed "with Faſting, 
: they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed. Acts 6. 536. 


' And they choſe Stephen, a Man full of Faith, and of the Holy-Ghoſt, 


and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parme- 
nas, and Nicholas, whom they ſet before the Apoſtles ; and when they 
had prayed, they laid their Hands on them. Thus for the Ordination 
of Deacons. All which Apoſtolical Practices are religiouly reſto- 
red and obſerved in the Churches of the Baptized Believers, with- 
out any deviſed Adjundts of our own or others. By all which it may 


appear, 
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appear, they have a lawful Call to the Work of the Miniſtry. 
Here I meet with an Objechon ; ?T doubted by ſome, mhether a 
Han having received Ordinatioa as a Presbyter,may afterward have Or- 
. dination 45 a Meſſenger of the Churches of Chriſt, the Objeftor ſuppoſins 
that the firſt Ordination 15 ſufficient, only the Church muſt give him ano- 
ther Commiſſion. | 7 \ 
This ObjeCtion I anſwer three ways': 1. By Antiquity, 2. By 
Reaſon. 3. By Scripture. 
1. Antiquity is direUy againſt this Objetion, being rather for 
a threefold Ordination than only one, as I ſhall ſhew by and by. 
þ But firſt, I marvel how the ObjzCtor would give a Man a Miniſte- 
rial Commiſſion without Ordination, the Church having no other 
way at all to give Commiſſions but by Ordination ; nor can any 
Man tell us, how: ſhe can give her Commiltions Miniſterial, but by 
the very Act of her Ordinatton ; and according to the Nature of 
her Ordination, ſuch, and no other is her Commiſſion. 
Now our Ancients underſtood this, and therefore did uſually 
bring Men gradually. to the dezree of a Biſhop, (1. e. a Mzilenger, 
accordingyt&the Seripture, Biſhop, or Overſcer, being a Name 
common to Elders in the Primitive Times.) Thus Chryfeſtom was $0-rar. 
firſt ordained a-TDeacon, then a Presbyter, after that he was or- !5< 12, 
dained Biſhop of Conſtantinople, by Theophilus Biſhop of Alexandria. 13: | 
And 4daith the learned B:1ſon, In the Primitive Church they were firſt 
Deacons, and upon Trial, when they had miniſtred well, and were found 
blameleſs, they were admitted to be Elders ; and after that, if their Gifts 
and Pains ſe deſerved, they were called to an higher degree: fo that eve- 
ry one, 'by the ancient Diſcipline of ChriſPs Church, before he could - 
cone from miniſtriag to governing inthe Church of God, received thrice, 
or at leaſt twice, Impoſition of Hands. 0 
2, Reaſon tells us, that every Man that 1s called to the Work of 
the Minittry, ought to have a Commiſſion (thar 1s, an Ordinati5n) 
| commenſurable to his Miniſtry. It is Chriſt*s pzcultar to give Com- 
miſſion by the Word of his Mouth only, the Church cannotdo >; 
ſhe muſt confer Minilterial Authority in ſome ſolemn Riteor Cere-- 
mony. This is plain in the caſe of Deacons, It was not ſutficient 
for the Apoſtles to {ay (of Perſons eminently qualified ) we order 
or appoint them to-ſerve Tables, or, look ye to the Poor : But be- 
ſides their great Qualifications and Election,they muit recepye their 
Commitlion or Authority by Prayer, with thc laying on oR hailds, 
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folemuly ordained, before the Holy-Ghoſt hatfmade him an Over- 
ſcer of the particular Flock committed to his Charge. And then 
in reaſon, it he have a far greater Charge afterward committed 
to him, he has need of a Commiſſion ( that is, an Ordination, for 
other Commiſſion there is none ) to enable him to take care of ma- 
ny Churches, and to plant new Churches in the World. We read 
not of any Meſſengers, th: . afted as ſuch in that great Truft, with- 
out an Ordination agreeable to their Work ; and it is ill venturing 
to ſend Men out with a Commiſſion too-ſhort for their Employ- 
ment, it being irrational ſo to do, and without any good Example. 
Let us ſee then what the Scripture will ſay in favour of our An- 
ſwers. | 

3. The Apoſtles had a twofold Apoſtleſhip ; the one limited to 
the Jewiſh Nation, 44ar. 10. the other of extent to all Nations, 
Mat. 28. If they were ordained to either, then they were or- * 
dained to both ; and the latter ſeems to be the more ſolemn and 
formal Ordination, not only for that when Chriſt had given them 
Order what to do, he lift up his Hands, and bleſſed them, Luk.2 4.50. 
but alſo gave them Order to tarry at Fers/alem, until they were 
endowed with Power from on high. When their Work was particu- 
lar or limited, they had a limited Commiſſion 3 when their Work 
was ##iverſal, they had an univerſal Commiſſion. Sure the Church, 
who hath no way to give Commiſſions but by Ordination, ſhall do 
well and wiſely to follow Chriſt, the Author of all her Power, 
when ſhe delegates or gives it forth to any of her Miniſters. This 
Anſwer may ſuffice, yet we add : 

Barnabas is confeſſed to have been one of the Seventy Diſciples, 
and had a divine Authority from Chriſt to preach the Goſpel to 
the Jews ; but when he is ſent to preach to the Gentiles, he hath a 
new Commiſſion, even an Ordination, as appears, At 1 3. 
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